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MESSAGE

i .

_ASOK BHATTACHARYA
Minister-in-Charge
Municipal Affairs Department
And
Urban Development Department
Government of West Bengal
Writers' Buildings, Calcutta 700 001

27th October, '97

. Iam glad to learn that Mahila Simanwaya Committee is going to

organise its National Conference on 14th November, 1997 at Yub

Bharati Krirangan, Calcutta. ;

I convey my greetings to the Organisers and wish the
Conference all success. .

© 8d/-
(Asok Bhattacharya) |
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PARTHA DE
Minister-in-Charge
Department of Health and Family Welfare
Goverment of West Bengal
Calcutta 700 001

23rd October, 1997

I am happy to learn that the Durbar Mahila Samanway Committee
— a Unit of the sex-workers would be holding its 1st National
Conference during November 14- 16, 1997 at Yuba Bharati
Krirangan, Calcutta. : o7 .

__souvenir, .
T'wish success of their great efforts.

Sd/-
.(Partha De)

To commemorate the occasion they are going to publish also a -

SAN ,HH, GHATAK
Minister-in-Charge
Labour Department
Government of West Bengal
Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta 700 001

27th October, 1997

1 have come to know that Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee

is going to organise their First National Conference to be held on
and from 14th to 16th November, 1997 at Yuba Bharati Krirangan
(Salt Lake City), Calcutta. .

1 wish the occasion a grand success.

Sd/-
(Santi Ghatak)
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MESSAGE

PRASANTA CHATTERJEE
Mayor
The Calcutta Municipal Corporation
Central Municipal Office
5 S. N. Banerjee Road, Calcutta 700 013
West Bengal, India

24.10.97

I am glad to know that Mahila Samanwaya Committee is holding
theNational Conference of Sex Workers on and from 14th Now.
to 16th Nov. at Yuba Bharati Krirangan, Calcutta in which three
thousand delegates from all over the Country will participate.

1 hope the deleberation will help us to resolve various social,
Hn.mm_ and ethical issues pertaining to sex and sex trade and will also
discuss the remedial measures regarding the possibility of spreading
AIDS due to.the reluctant attitude of the customers/sex workers.

I send my good wishes and hope the conference a success.

Sd/-

(Prasanta Chatterjee)

MESSAGE _ .

PROF. K. J.NATH
Director
Government of India
All India Institute of Hygine and Public Health
(Directorate General of Health Services)
110 Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 073

3.9.97

I am extremely happy to know that theFirst National Conference
of the Sex Workers — organised by Durbar Mahila Samanwaya
Committee would be held in Calcutta during 14 - 16 November,
1997. The Committee is committed to the social, economic and

‘overall development of the sex-workers. Sex workers, for a long

time, has been suffering duc to extremely poor level of health care
and lack of education. They are being exploited by the middle
men and are totally ignorant about their social rights and economic

" well-being. In this context, the pioneering and path-finding works

carried out by the Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee among
the Sex Workers, are extremely commendable and T am sure they
will continue to provide dedicated services to this very neglected
sector of our population.

I wish the conference all success.

Sd/-
(Prof. K.J. Nath)
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2
5l MESSAGE
5

NORMA JEAN ALMODOVAR
International Sex Worker Foundation of
Art, Culture and Education
8801 Cedros Ave. # 7 Panorama City
CA 91402

August 14, 1997

It is with deepest regret that I have to wbmozd\%oc that I will not be
able to attend your wonderful conference in November. I recently
383&.?08 visiting Cheryl Overs in London and other sex
workers in Europe for our new organisation. Unfortunately, my
health has not been the best and I do not feel that at this time I
would be able to travel the long distance to your country. . . .

I will think of all of you with the best wishes for a successful
noﬁ.:qnan:nn and look forward to hearing all about it whenever you
write a HnHuOHH &.—VC_..; 1t. OOH—WHN.E..—HHHOHM on uwod.:. nO_Dm,n_..n:nO !

Warmest Regards,

Sd/-
(Norma Jean Almodovar)

e

CHERYL OVERS
Network of Sex Work Projects
29-35 Farringdon Road, London, ECIM 3]B, UK

22.10. 97

1 am one among many people from sex work organisations
throughout the world who have watched with awe and admiration
as this remarkable organisation has developed and notched up one
achievment after another. Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committec
is 2 model of self advocacy and a testament to the power of
marginalised people to participate as equals in social and political
life. For fellow activists everywhere they are an inspiration and a
rich source of knowledge and experience. I am sure that sharing
ideas and information at this conference will be a important and
‘historical moment in the struggle for justice for sex workers
locally, nationally and globally.

Sd/-
(Cheryl Overs)
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MESSAGE

The World Bank

_International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

International Development Association
1818 H Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433, US.A.

6th October 1997

/ :
Thank you for your lettér dated September 29 informing about
the First National Conference of Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Com-
mittee. Unfortunately I will not be able to attend because of prior
commitments. I wish you and your colleagues a successful confer-
ence.

Sd/-

(Kazuko Uchimura)
Project Advisor
South Asia Region

MESSAGE i

i

World Health Organization

Geneva, Switzerland

27.10. 97

It is with great enthusiasm and encouragement that we come in
support to the First National Conference of Sex Workers. Its lead
theme, sex worker’s right to self determination is one of great im-
portance and a tremendous challenge for autonomy, respect and
preventin of HIV and other sexually transmitted discases.

The creation of a council is 2 major step towards self regulation
and control over the numerous abuses that the profession of sex
work has to face. Self-esteem, dignity and confidence are the first
step to give respect a chance and chart out a better future fora
trade that emodies all of humanity’s frailness.

Humanity’s meaning, its purpose, lie in its aspirations, dreams
and struggles. This is an eloquent struggle, devoid of bitterness
and resolutely turned to the future, painting humanity at its lone-
liest and most vulnerable but also at its hardiest and most
couragious. :

Within the Indian context, this forum is a unique event and a
model at the international level. We wish you every success in

Ticensing the profession, which will end harrassment and take you
closer to living your dreams. . St

Sd/-
(Thierry Mertens)
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they encourage governments to do so as well. Cooperation with other groups is useful, too
— when sex-workers met the Vice President and Prime Minister of India last year, it was
a result of working with the National Council of Women.

Your conference is vitally important. It is building on a movement that is m_H.mm&w well-
rooted in India, and it will take it a step further. Sharing information is the first step in
learning about what can be done. Just gathering together increases the sense of personal
and professional identity. Identity builds inner strength. Those things, combined, lead to
ideas for action - and to the commitment and power to take action.

You are powerful. You are a force for good. You can make life better for yourselves, your
children, and for the communities in which you live. You can change what happens in this
world.

I consider it a privilege that DFID is able, through its support for the West Bengal
Sexual Health Project, to help sex workers to overcome some of the health problems
linked to their job.

I wish you the very best for a suecessful conference.

Sd/-
(Bob Grose)
Health Programme Manager
. British Development Cooperation Office, Delhi
UK Department for International Development (formerly ODA)

MESSAGE - |

Sex Worker Education and >m<onﬂn%..—.n_mrmcano
P O. Box 373, Salt River 7924
Cape Town, South Africa

T 107

The Sex Worker Education and Advocacy Taskforce (SWEAT)
based in Cape Town, South Africa, sends our greetings to our
friends in India.

Never before in history has there been so much activity focused
around prostitution. Our rights as sex workers are slowly beginning
to be understood as not only worker rights, but also human rights.
Whilst the anti-sex workers fight us and our cause for equity and
justice, we will attempt to reach out and support one another in a
‘hope that one day all sex workers around the world will be given.
the honour and credit we so richly deserve.

We wish you all well for your conference and our thoughts are

~ with you. We are unable to attend due to financial constraints.

Forward for Whore Power !!!

In Prostitute Solidarity

Sd/-
(Shane A. Petzer)
SWAT, South Africa

Southern African Representative for the
International Network for Sex Work Projects
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MESSAGE

Population Council

South & East Asia — Thailand Office
PO. Box 11-1213, Nalla Post Office, Bangkok 10113, Thailand

22nd October, 1997

-

Unfortunately, due to prior commitments, I cannot travel to
Calcutta on November 14-16. Please accept my apologies and best
wishes for a successful conference.

Best regards.

Sd/-
(Christopher Elias)

MESSAGE . f !

Vietnam Women’s Union
39 Hang Chuoi, Hanoi, Vietnam

29th October, 1997

Greetings to you from the Vietnam Women's Union.

The theme of the Conference is very interesting, Unfortunately,
because of the short notice, we do not think we can attend this
conference. We wish your conference successful.

Thank you for your cooperation on this matter.

- With best regards,

Sd/- e
(TranThi Hoa) .
Deputy-director - .

International Relations Dep
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MESSAGE

SOMENDRA NATH MITRA
Member
West Bengal Legislative Assembly
44-C  Raja Rammohan Roy Sarani
PS. and T.O. Ambherst Street, Calcutta 700.009
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P. M. NAIR
Dy. Inspector General of Police
. Central Bureau of Investigation
Special Crimes Division
C.G.O. Complex, Block No. 4
Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110 003

5.10.97

The subject on which you are organizing a National Conference is
of tropical interest; if all those who are concerned with the welfare
of women and children, involve in this business.

I'wish, I could join the conference but, unfortunately, T will be
away on some other engagement. I wish the conference all sucess.
However, 1 may be visiting Calcutta before that. I would be in
touch with you during that time.

Thanking you,

Sd/-
(P.M. Nair)

————
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MESSAGE’

V. MOHINI GIRI
Chairperson
Government of India
National Commission For Women
4 Deendayal Upadhyaya Marg, New Delhi 110 002

11, 11. 97

My greetings to the delegates of the National Conference of Sex workers (14-
16 Nov; "97) organised by Mahila Samanwaya Committee at Calcutta.

National Commission for Women has identified the problems of women

in prostitution and sexual exploitation of child as an important thrust area. Sex

workers face a variety of complex problems ranging from social astrocism, their
vulnerability to disease, the plight of their children and near destitution during
old age. While the Govt. fully recognise the existence of these problems, its
method of tackling them are often not in tune with realities and , therefore, the
benefits are very much less.

Much of the work in the field of exploitation of women is initiated by
NCW through the extensive tour across the length and breadth of the country
and personal observance of their conditions. The remedial measures are
suggested to the authorities on such feed back as well as those furnished by
NGOs like Mahila Samanwaya Committee.

Itis relevant to mention that the National Consultation organised by NCW
at Goaon 23-24 July, 1997 on “Sexual Exploitation of Children”, NGOs, Media
perons, Journalists, State Commission for Women, Govt. representatives and
others participated and delebrated on the various issues relating to prostitution,
Law and Legal Mechanisms, Rescue and Rehabilitation of girls in prostitution,
Health responses towards the issue of sexual abuse of children within and outside
prostitution, Role of Agencies child prostitutes, Tourism and Paedophilia,

prostitution through religious sanction, prevention, education and counselling

and made specific recommendations. These recommendations are to be
implemented.

Efforts like the present one help in focussing attention to specific needs.
Twish the Conference all success.

Sd/-
(V. Mohini Giri

C. S. SAMAL
Principal Secretary
Government of West Bengal
Department of Social Welfare
Writers' Buildings, Calcutta 700 001

11 November, 1997

It gives me great pleasure in extending good wishes to the BnB_u.n-.m
of Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee on the occasion of First

" National Conference of Sex Workers at Yuba Bharati Krirangon.

1 am confident that this conference will creat wide-spread awareness
of the rights of Sex Workers, safe sex environment and strengthen
net work among Sex Workers.

I wish the conference all success.

Sd/-
(C. S. Samal)
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Sex Workers’ Manifesto.

e
Theme paper of the First National Conference of Sex Workers .wuw.wrmmnm

by Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee, at Yuba Bharati Krirangan
(Salt Lake Stadium), Calcutta, 14-16 November, 1997

A new spectre scems to be haunting the Society. Or maybe those
phantom creatures who have been kept in the shades for ages are taking
on human form-and that is why there is so much fear. For the last few
years, the sex workers movement has made us confront many fundamental
questions about social structures and relations, interlinkages between
class, gender and sexuality, about politico-moral ethics. We think an
intrinsic component of our movement is to go on searching for the
answers to these questions and raise newer ones.

What is the sex workers’ movement all about?

We came together as a collective community through our active
involvement as health workers, the Peer Educators, in a STD/HIV
Intervention Programme which has been running in Sonagachhi, one
of the oldest and largest red light areas of Calcutta since 1992. The
Programme provided the initial space for building mutual support

_facilitating reflection and initiating collective action among us, scx

workers. Very early in the life of the Sonagachhi Project, we, with the
empathetic support of those who had started the Project, clearly
recognised that even to realise the very basic Project objectives of
controlling transmission of HIV and STD among sex workers and out
partners it was crucial to view us in our totality- as complete persons
with a range of emotional and material needs, living within a concrete
and specific social, political and ideological context which determine
the quality of our lives and our health and not see us merely in terms of
our sexual behaviour. ‘

To give an example, while promoting the use of condoms, we soon
realised that in order to change the sexual behaviour of sex workers it
was not enough to enlighten us about the risks of unprotected sex or to
improve our communication and negotiation skills. How will a sex
worker who does not value herself at all think of taking steps to protect
her health and her life? Even when fully aware of the necessity of using
condoms to prevent disease transmission may not an individual sex
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for a woman the patriarchal structures try to control
women's reproductive functions and curb their social
and sexual autonomy. Many of us — sex workers —
are mothers, our children are very precious to us. By
social standards these children are illegitimate
bastards. But at least they are ours and not mere
instruments for maintaining some man’s property
or continuing his genealogy. However, we too are
of course not uncontaminated by the ideologies of
the society we live in. For many of us the impossible
desire for a happy family, ‘safe’ home and conjugal

togethernes is a permanent source of pain.

Do men and women have equal claims to
sexuality?

Societal norms about sex and sexuality do not apply
similarly to men and women. If at all there is any
acknowledgement of sexual needs beyond
procreation, it is only of men. Even if there are
minor variations from community to community
and if in the name of modernity certain mqmn:&_soam
have changed in some places it is still largely men
who have had enjoyed the right to be polygamous
or seek multiple sexual partners. Women have always
been expected to be faithful to a single man. Beyond
scriptural prohibitions too, social practices severely
restrict the expression of fernale sexuality. As soon
as a girl reaches her puberty her behaviour is strictly
controlled and monitored so as not to provoke the
male lust. In the name of ‘decency’ and ‘tradition’ a
woman teacher is prohibited from wearing the
clothes of her choice to the University While
selecting a bride for the son the men of the family
scrutinise the physical attributes of a potential
bride unbashedly. Pornographic representations
of women satisfy the voyeuristic pleasures of
millions of men. From shaving creams to
bathroom fittings products are sold through
attracting men by advertisements depicting
women as sex objects.

In this political economy of sexuality there is
no space for expression of women’s own
autonomous sexuality and ‘desires. Women have
to cover up their bodies to protect thémselves
from male gaze and at the same time bare
themselves for male gratification. Even when

women are granted some amount of subjecthood
by being represented as consumers in commercial
media, that rolc is defined by their ability to buy
and normed by capitalist and patriarchal strictures.

Is our movement anti-men?

Our movement is definitely against patriarchy,
and men as a collective group who drive their
social power over women from the patriarchal
institutions, but not against all individual men.
As it so happens, apart from the madams and
landladies almost all people who profit from the
sex trade are men, But what is more important is
that their attitudes towards women and
prostitution are biased with strong patriarchal
values. They generally think of women as weak,
dependent immoral or irrational- who need to be
dirccted and disciplined. Conditioned by
patriarchal gender ideologies both men and
women in general approve of the control of sex
trade and oppression of sex workers as necessary
for maintaining social order. The power of this
moral discourse is so strong that we prostitutes
too tend to think of ourselves as morally corrupt
and deprived. The men who come to us as clients
are victims of the same ideology too. Sometimes
the sense of sin adds to their thrill, sometimes it
leads to perversion and almost always it creates a
feeling of self loathing and guilt among 9«8.@
Never does it allow for confident, honest, sexual -
interchange between consenting adults,

It is important to remember thatthere is no
uniform category as men. Men like women are
differentiated by their class, caste, race and other
social relations. For many men adherence to the
dominant sexual norm is not only impracticable but
also unreal. The young men who look for sexu
initiation, the married men who seek the company
of ‘other’ women, the migrant labourers separated
from their wives who try to find warmth and
companionship in the red light areas can not all be
dismissed as evil and immoral. To do that witt—]
amount to dismissing a whole history of human
search for desire, intimacy and mutual pleasure.
Such dismissal creates an unfulfilled demand for
sexual pleasure, the burden of which though

shared by men and women alike, ultimately weighs
more heavily on women. Sexuality- which can be
a basis of an equal healthy relationship between
men and women, between people, becomes the
source of further inequality and stringent control.
This is what we oppose.

Next to any factory, truckers’ check points,
markets there have always been red light areas. The
same systemn of producti i ogic of
profit maximisation which drives men from their
homes in villages to towns and cities make women
ififo sex workers for these men.

at is deplorable is that this patriarchal
ideology is so deeply entrenched and the interest of
menas a group is so solidly vested in it, that women(s
question hardly ever finds a place in mainstream
political or social movements. The male workers
who organise themselves against exploitation never
address the issues of gender oppression, let alone
the oppression of sex workers. Against the interests
of women these radical men too defend the ideology
of the family and patriarchy.

Are we against the institution of family?

In the perception of society we sex workers and in

fact all women outside the relation of conjugality
are seen as threats to the institution of family, It
is said that enticed by us men stray from the
straight and narrow, destroy the family. All
institutions from religion to formal education
reiterate and perpetuate this fear about us.
Women and men too are the victims of this all
pervasive misogyny.

We would like to stress strongly that the sex
workers’ movement is not against the institution of
family. What we challenge is the inequity and
oppression within the dominant notions of an ideal
family which support and justify unequal
distribution of power and resources within the
structures of the family. What our movement aims
at is working towards a really humanitarian, just
and equitable structure of the family which is
perhaps yet to exist.

Like other social institutions the family too is
situated within the material and ideological

structrues of the state and society The basis of a
normative ideal family is inheritance through
legitimate heirs and therefore sexual fidelity.
Historically the structures of families in reality have
gone through many changes. In our country by and
large joint families are being replaced by nuclear
ones as a norm. In fact, in all societies people actually
live their lives in many different ways, through
various social and cultural relations-which deviate
from this norm, but are still not recognised as the
ideal by the dominant discourses.

If two persons love each other, want to be
together, want to raise children together, relate to
the social world it can be a happy, egalitarian,
democratic arrangement. But does is really happen
like that within families we see, between couples
we know? Do not we know of many, many families
where there is no love, but relations are based on
inequalityand oppression ? Do not many legal wives
&n_m_».._..qnﬂﬁ ﬂrwv_._mn of sex slaves in ex e of
7 In most cases women do not
have the power or the resources to opt out of such
marriages and families. Sometimes men and women
both remain trapped in empty relations by social
pressure. Is this situation desirable? Is it healthy?

.‘Hrn whore and the Madonna—divide and rule

Within the oppressive family ideology it is women's
sexuality that is identified as the main threat to
conjugal relationship of a couple. Women are pitted
against each other as wife against the prostitute,
against the chaste and the immoral-both represented
as fighting over the attention and lust of men. A
chaste wife is granted no sexuality, only a de-sexed
motherhood and domesticity. At the other end of
the spectrum is the ‘fallen’ woman- a sex machine,
unfettered by any domestic indination or ‘ferninine’
emotion. A woman's goodness is judged on the basis
of her desire and ability to control and disguise her
sexuality. The neighbourhood girl who dresses up
can not be good, models and actresses are morally
corrupt. In all cases female sexuality is controlled
and shaped by patriarchy to reproduce the existing
political cconomy of sexuality and safeguard the
interest of men. A man has access to his docile
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Secretary’s Report

Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee (DMSC) welcomes all those
who have responded to our call from within this state, and out side at
national and international levels. We cnmn.imma the state conference of

_— sex workers in April 96 which was attended by over 1500 sex workers
- from 30 red light districts of West Bengal. Representative sex workers
, from Nepal and Bangladesh also attended the conference. Inspired by
R mﬁ. n.xagrmwnm:m response and the need to further consolidate its
activites of ensuring better living conditions for the sex workers, we are
conducting the First National Conference of Sex Workers and your

support and cooperation have guided us in giving shape to this
conference.

Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee, formerly known as Mahila
Samanwaya Committee (MSC), is a forum of sex workers representing
about 30,000 sex workers (female, male and trans-sexuals) of different
red light areas of West Bengal. DMSC, which came into existence in
July, 1995, at present has 40 branches spreading all over the state. We
rm<n. ,Unmu successfully networking among the sex workers to unite. Our
mission is to solve our day to day problems by building on our experiences
and also protect our legal rights and fight social injustices against us.
Apart from offering a forum to raise and discuss various issues related
to our profession, this conference will provide an opportunity to share
our experiences and plan strategies to fight injustices against us.

With the perspective of all round development of sex workers and

their families, we have undertaken a few activities through active
participation of our members.

(a) Programmes or measures taken to restore the safety and security
of sex workers in different red light districts

\ i. In Tollygunj, our Committee organised a mass rally against an
attempt of eviction without proper rehabilitation.

| ii. In N.Emn_nﬂEm a procession was followed by in a meeting to

| mnoﬂnmn against the inhuman torture of a few sex workers by local

\ goondas”. The culprits were compelled to admit their misdeeds.

#._, iii. The secretary of a NGO in Central Calcutta experimented with

\ unqualified AIDS vaccine on the hapless sex workers without

v,

V.

any permission from the Govt. They
could venture such an unethical practice
only because are sex workers !

When the sex workers in Tollygunj were
being harassed for large amounts of
contributions during the Pujas, we
demonstrated against it. Though the sex
workers were threatened with dire
consequenccs, the situation eased out
gradually after the involvement of
DMSC.

‘Whenever the police conduct largescale
raids in Sonagachi and other red light
areas, we get together to protest against
this persccution by organising rallies.

. We protested against the inhuman

beating of the children of sex workers at
a non-Govt. home at Bamungachi,
Barasat. We also appealed to the Ministry
of Social Welfare to arrange for Govt.
run homes for proper rearing of our
children.

(b)Programmes organised to improve the
working and living condition of sex
workers and their family members :

i

A centre was opened in Rambagan on 7
September '95. The ‘Centre for
Counselling and Social Support’ is
providing counselling and support
services to sex workers in the Sonagachi
and Rambagan areas.

On 16 May, 1997, a health care centre
was inaugurated at Domjur. Howrah by
the Hon’ble Health Minister, Shri Partha
Dey to help sexworkers in this area avail
better health care services from this
centre.

iii. We have been organising ‘Sit & Draw’

programimes every year for the children
of sex workers since 1995 to bring out
their lotent talents. Our committee also

iv.

5

organise sports programmes for these
children in collaboration with other
NGOs.

Last year, we arranged to send about
100 children of sex workers in the age
group of 6 to 10 yrs (both boys an

girls) from different red lightfareas o
West Bengal to boarding schools
where they are now being nmzwpnmm an

brought up in a healthy and conducive
environment.

We started the ‘Positive Hot Line’in Dec.
'96 (on World AIDS Day) to provide
medical care, legal aid and free
counselling to HIV - positive people and
their families to help them live positively
and die with dignity.

(c) Other activites :

We are happy to inform you that our -
Committee is represented in the Steering
Committee of West Bengal Sexual
Health Project and STD/HIV

Intervention Programme.

DMSC became a member of the NGO
AIDS Coalition’ — a platform of NGOs
working for the control of AIDS.

iii. We have been participating in the

Calcutta Book Fairs and distributing our
papers and publications to make general
people aware of our conditions — for the
last few years.

iv. Everyyear we observe World ATDS Day

V.

on the 1st December by organising rallies
and other functions to spread awareness

of AIDS.

We started the social marketing of
condoms from 15 April, 1997 through
our co-operative “Usha Multipurpose
Co-operative Society Ltd” as a measure
against prevention of STD/AIDS.
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29.

30.

3L

DMSC took partin the two-day workshop \

(23rd & 24th July '97) on ‘National
Consultation on Sexual Exploitation of |

Siliguri, Alipurduar, Seoraphuli, Uluberia,
| Andul, Naihati, Baranagar, Budge Budge,

= Baruipur, etc.

Children’ in Goa, organised by .cho:pt 32. The Secretary and President of DMSC

Commission for Women.

A team of DMSC members along with the
SHIP staff went to Bangladesh for
exchange and exposure visit to different
Projects in that Country, from 24th to 31st
July 97

DMSC representatives have undertaken
networking among different RLAs in the
districts of West Bengal, where units of
DMSC have also been formed. Some of
these places are Jalpaiguri, Coochbehar,

presented themselves in the ‘4th
. International Conference on ATDS in Asia
and The Pacific’ in Manila, Philippines
from 25 to 29 October '97.
Looking forward to a,more fruitful future
to come, I thank you again for your support
and empathy.

14 November, 1997

Calcutta
Secretary

Durbar Mahila Samanways Committee

First National Conference of Sex Workers

Organised by Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee
14 - 16 November, 1997 at Calcutta

Advisory Committee (Policy) :

Joint Chairpersons

Ex-Officio Secretary : Ms Mala Singh

Members :

Joint Chairpersons :

: Mrs Romola Chakravorty, Dr Smarajit Jana

Ms Anjali Gopalan, Ms Madhu Deshmukh, Ms Geeta Sethi,

Ms Susheela Kaushik, Dr 1.S. Gillada, Dr Gouripada Dutta,
Ms Anita Agnihotri, Ms Nandinee Bandopadhyay,
Mr Tarun Dutta, Mr Aloke Mukhopadhaya, Dorris D’Cruz - Grote

Advisory Committee (Programme) :

Dr Arati Basu (Sengupta), Mr Manabendra Mondal

Ex-Officio Secretary :

Members :

Ms Sadhana Mukherjee

Ms Mandira Dey, Ms Bidyutparna Gupta, Dr Chanchala Samaddar,
Mr Tushar Bhattacharya, Dr Debapriya Mallick, Ms Sarita Chopra,
Mr Arup Dey, Ms Sujita Biswas, Dr Abhijit Mitra, Dr Sujit Das

9 a.m.
9.15 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.

1.00 - 2.30 p.m.
2.30-3.15 p.m.
Topics :
©3.15-5.30 p.m.
Topics :

5.30 - 6.00 p.m.
6.00 - 8.00 p.m.
8.30 - 10.30 p.m.

First National Conference of Sex Workers
Organised by : Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee
At : Yuba Bharati Krirangan (Salt Lake Stadium), Calcutta
On : 14 -.16 November, 1997

Programme

14.11.97, Friday (Day One)

Rally from Phoolbagan to Stadium
Flag Hoisting /Registration

Inaugural session (includes march past, release of souvenir,
speeches, etc.)

Lunch

1st Plenary

“Sex, sexuality, sex work — dogma, dilemma & dichotomy”
Round table discussion in 2 tracks in 4 parallel groups

“Sex workers’ right to self determination is a struggle for equality”
“Sex work is real work, We demand workers’ rights”

Tea'

Cultural Programmes : Dance drama , music, nFmﬂn& dance,video
shows etc.

Dinner

15.11.97, Saturday (Day Two)

7.00 a.m.

8.00 a.m. onwards
8.30-9.15a.m.
Topic :

9.15 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.
Topics :

Breakfast
Registration
2nd Plenary

“Criminalisation of prostitution — a ploy to protect patriarchy’
Symposium in 4 parallel tracks

“Comprehensive development is the basis of AIDS control
programme”

“The central issue of AIDS control is restoration of Human

Rights”
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comprised of prostitutes and other professionals,
like lawyers and supporters. There should be
no law discriminating against prostitutes
associating and working collectively in order to
acquire a High degree of persomal security.

Health

All women and men should be educated to have
periodical health screening for sexually
transmitted diseases. Since health checks have
historically been used to control and stigmatize
prostitutes, and since adult prostitutes are
generally even more aware of sexual health care
than others, mandatory checks for prostitutes
are unacceptable unless they are mandatory for
all sexually active people.

Services

,hﬁw\@aﬁnﬁ Stmawtmah. \nw‘a\ and ?Emuh
services for runaway children should be funded
in order to prevent child prostitution and to
promote child well-being and opportunity.
Prostitutes must have the same social benefits
as all other citizens according to the different
regulations in different countries. Shelters and
services for working prostitutes uumgim
programs for prostitutes wishing to leave the
life should be funded. e

Y S

Taxes

No special taxes should be leived on prostitutes
or prostitute businesses. Prostitutes should pay
regular taxes on the same basis as other
independent contractors and employers, and
should receive the same benefits.

Public Opinion

Support educational programs to change
social attitudes which stigmatize and
discriminate against prostitutes and ex-
prostitutes of any race, gender or
:pmoum:_&.\. Develop education programs
which help the public to understand that
the customer plays a crucial role in the
prostitution phenomenon, this role being
generally ignored. The customer, like the
prostitute, should not, however, be
criminalized or condemned on a moral
basis. We are in solidarity with all workers
in the sex industry. .

Organization -
Organization of prostitutes and ex-prostitutes

should be supported to ensure further
implementation of the above charter.

Source : First World Whores’ Congress, Amsterdam 1985

We call on the delegates to the 4th International Congress on AIDS in
Asia and the Pacific, the steering committee of the 5th International
Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific in Malaysia, and the upcoming
12th World AIDS Conference, 28 June - 3 July 1998 in Geneva to :

1.
2.
i

4,

6.

Recognise that sex work is an occupation,

Acknowledge that sex workers are female, transgender and male.
Accept that it is the unsafe conditions at work, rather than sex work
itself, that causes risk of HIV infection and sexually transmissible
diseases (STD:s).

Recognise and address the issue of police harassment of sex workers
and police abuse of power as crudal factors in creating unsafe work
enviroments which increase sex workers’ risk of HIV and STD
infection.

Involve sex worker (female, transgender and male) representation at
future international and regional conferences on AIDS as planners,
delegates and presenters at all forums relating to sex work.

Ensure sex workers can participate at international and regional
conferences on AIDS by protecting sex worker’s rights to travel.

This network urges the international agencies and funding agencies working
on the issue of HIV/AIDS to promote the establishment of programs,
support existing programs and commit funds to programs which :

1,

Provide education for sex workers, by sex workers, of their rights under
existing laws in case of discrimination, harassment, arrest, rape, assualt

- and all other forms of abuse by government authorities, including law

enforcement agencies.

Provide legal assistance, unconditionally, for sex workers who experience
any of the above violations by any one, including the authoritics.
Support sex workers' to maintain and/or establish programs which
improve police understanding of sex workers conditions and issues,
and which will stop such abuse of the rights of sex workers.

Assist in the documentation of abuse by police and authorities and
pressure governments and authorities to stop these violations.

Ensure sex workers have safe and confidential access to safer sex -

products, health care and medication in their country of work, equal
to workers in other occupations, irrespective of their legal status.
Ensure that testing for FIIV is not a mandatory requirement of work,
and that all testing is voluntary, confidential and includes pre and post
test counsclling.

Support the ongoing need to train and educate clients and sex workers
in the Asia Pacific region to negotiate safer sex.

FASSIRARRPRRRRRRR
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Redefining Prostitution
as Sex Work on the Inteinational ?ma:&mu

Jo Bindman (Anti-Slavery International)

Sex workers, usually referred to as prostitutes, _.uE.m occupied an E.po_.zp_Mf.M
position in socicties throughout history. Prostitutes arc generally anﬁ Pr
as a social category, as women who do not adhere to mﬁf.:u: an ﬂcwhm
behavioural norms; pitied or n_o%pmnn.__.nrnvﬁ are excluded from ﬁ.ﬁw:ﬁ H:.F._..n
society, their lowly and marginal position :.:&om.c:w to that ofa Q..M,r.u,i
or minority ethnic group. Outcast status mn::.um ?.n._d whatever Eﬂw“:w ._mx. o,
national or customary protection from abuse 1s available to Dﬂ.ra_.m as ,—Lﬂx..rﬂw..
women or workers.? This social exchision renders the prostitute vulnerable
to exploitation. . .

The designation of prosrinitionas a special human :.mra issue, a
i STITUTION ¢
or food-serving, however

violation

in itsclf, emphasises the diSTNCT :
of female or low-status labour, such as n_cn_.z.:x ing, JOVeRe
exploitative they are. Ir thus reinforces the EE%:.E_.. u:.a therefore S._._,H.QM : .
Hémaﬂum.éiﬂs,_n: and men involved in prostitution. By nrm::miz,.._.ﬁ uw_
entire sex industry as abusive, it also abscures the ?ﬁcn_..p_pn ?ci.&d.’ ”:4.
violations of international norms within the industry which are ,i concern

to sex workers.

The lack of international and local protection renders sex é.uﬂ_ﬁp.._,.m.
vulnerable to exploitation in the workplace, ,.E.L.:.. rE”nmE:n:n CH viol ﬂ“rr
at the hands of employers, law enforcement ahzn_p_mw clients and the pu mF..
The need for worker protection, including occupational rn&.wr and sa kum.
provisions, is of particular relevance in-the EQE: ncs_”nm.ﬂ of EHJ\_\;\_L _ ,_
Sex workers without rights in their place of work are :E@.:aq vulnerable
to infection with HIV and other scxually transmitted diseases, as they
routinely lack the information, materials or authority to protect themselves

and their clients. il
This report is intended as a preliminary step in mrn process ot c_ih_:m.
the exclusion of sex workers. By looking at commercial sex as work, and at
the conditions under which that work is performed, sex :S.lﬁnnm can be
included and protected under the existing .u:mna.:u.:n:ﬂm ecr.:u? aim to ?.omnnm
all workers in a general way, all persons m_.c.:._ Sa—c_.:mn_ nwu:n_.na:. from mn../:uH
exploitation, and women from &zn_,.:dmznz.o._.—._.ﬁrn focus of the report ” o1
how much sex workers have in comgon with Mtherpeoplesind wor E‘mm
not on how they differ. This report demonstr hat :E. mor:.p.
discrimination munn%on_nﬁm and the problems n_u_.uus face in their
working lives are not, in general, unique. Rather, their experience resembles

R

the expericnce of other persons and workers. An
examination of international human rights and
labour standards reveals that most issues of concern
to sex workers could be subject to the international
instruments already developed to protect the rights
of other. This approach contrasts with the historic
treatment of prostitution at international level,

Prostitution on the International Agenda : the
“Trafficking’ Framework ¥
The carliest definitions of ‘trafficking’ were used to
distinguish the ‘innocent’ woman, who found herself
in the sex industry as a result of abduction or deceit,
from the ordinary prostitute. This was to allow the
participation in the treaties about ‘trafficking’ of the
many national governments which permitted highly
regulated forms of prostitution.
. Between 1895 and 1949 there were seven
successive international agreements on the issue, cach
with its own different definition.’ The difinitions
were all variations on the themes of : prostitution,
recruitment into prostitution, the issue of coercion
and the validity of consent, and movement across
frontiers. All agreements shared the basic themes o
trying to protect women and children from
engagement in prostitution, and from prosecution/if
already in prostitution, and the criminalisation/ of
‘third parties,’ anyone recruiting for or profiting ffom
prostitution. These themes derive from [the
5?&19&&.%339 to prostitution, which gained
ground throughout the first half of the twentieth
century. Yol
The Abolitionist approach declares that the

institution of prostitution itself constitutes a violation
of human rights, akin to the institution of slavery
(in fact the term Abolitionist’ was originally used to
describe campaigners against the transatlantic slave
trade). As such, no person, even an adult, is believed
to be able to give genuine consent to engaging in
prostitution. Prostitution only persists through the
cttorts of procurers or pimps, the ‘third parties,’ who
induce a woman into prostitution, openly or b
means of deceit and coercion, to extort her carnings
from her. The Abolitionist approach requirps
governments to abolish prostitution through
penalisation of this ‘third party’, which protfits fror
the transaction between prostitute and client. The

prostitute cannot be punished, as she is the victim
of a process she does not control. Without the ‘third
party’,itis believed that the institution of prostitution
will wither away.

The United Nations Convention for the
Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Othérs (1949),
which largely reflects the Abolitionist position, has
been widely criticised and poorly ratified.” There is
no evidence that the Convention or other
international and local sanctions have been effective
cither in eliminating the flow of women and men
into the sex industry, or in curtailing abuses within
it. Meanwhile, in the years since 1949, prostitutes
themselves and others have been redefining the
problem, asserting that the abuses arc neither
inherent nor unique to prostituti t the outcome
ion of the prostitute.

The 1949 Convention has yet to be revise
replaecd, but the discussion of ‘trafficing’ has ariser
in/6ther fora. In the 1990s, the UN Commission on
uman Rights Special Rapporteur on Vielence
against Women, the European Commission and the
International Organisation on Migration have been
looking at “Trafficking in Women'. In 1996 the work
of Europol's Drug Unit was extended to include
‘Trafficking in Human Beings’ and in 1997 the
European Union has agreed Union-wide procedures
for addressing “Trafficking in Women for the Purpose
of Sexual Exploitation’. Meanwhile, the lack of an
authoritative definition of the term ‘trafficking’ a
/NZJv_mﬂclnp_ associations have led

ol

com tors to reject the term com

me

The Hannq:»mo:&b.mﬂumw today : prostitution and
slavery e

Un standards-which refer to mz.umywaa reflect the
confusieni still surrounding the issuc.
Convention is placed alongside the

Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery at the
Un Sub-Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and the Protection of Minoritics.
The very fact thata scparate convention exists linking
‘trafticking’ and prostitution indicates a confusion.
Othier processes considered under both the UN an
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