recommended that all national legislation which, in.
intent or in practice, results in the placing of sex
workers outside the scope of the rule of law, should
be repealed. No category of human beings should
be denicd their basic human rights.

Furthermore, many of the: standards agrecd by

the United Nations and the Int ational Labour
Organization over the past 75 years\could be invoked
to prevent absucs against sex workdrs Tt is therefore
suggested that existing standards be more closely
examined and their interpretation expanded where
appropriate to give sex workers access to the rights
concerned and promotggespect for these rights in
the sex industry. Social discrimination against sex
workers can be fully addressed under existing human
rights standards and most issucs relating to working
conditions in the sex industry could be subject to
existing ILO standards. Further investigation is
needed of the mechanisms which have prevented
the incorporation of sex workers' rights into the
mainstream human rights and labour rights arenas,
and hindered the protection of sex workers under
these standards,

There are, however, some special featurs of the
sex industry with respect to the right to security of

" This research has been principally funded by
The researcher interviewed sex worker activists, health

* Sce Statement on Prostitution and Human Rights, Inte

Pheterson, Gail, ed. 1989, A Vindicatin of the Rights of
? For a detailed history, see Brussa, Licia, 1991, Survey
and Current Situation, for the Council of Europe Europe
Seminar on action against traffic in women and forced prost
EG/PROST (91) 2, Strasbourg, France, pp 11-29 or :

Wijers, Marjan and Lap-Chew, Lin, 1997, ‘_.Bmmnx:ﬁ n

of Concepts, Interns

ent Social and
icnna, Austria,

* UN Lconamic and Social Council E/CN.4/Sub 271 991/41
¢ Doezema, Jo, 1995, Choice § Prostitution in' Conference e
of Finnish Feminists, [lelsinki, May 1995,

7 Wijers, Marjan and Lap-Chew, Lin, 1997, p 30. op cit.

Marriage, Domestic Labour and Prostitution, STV, Utrecht, The N
*¥an lemeldonck, Prof, Marijke. 1996 Trafficking of Wornen to Countrics of the

person. The right to refuse a client, to perform a
sexual service, or to participate in the sex industry at
all ‘must be protected from penalties imposed by
employers an i ity restrictions. Such
unique features in other industries arc address by
ILO Conventions concerning particular occupational
sectors, from seafaring or nursing to hotels and
restaurants. On the basis of this report, it is suggested
that the regulation of working practices to
accoefmdate special features is a role best suited to

@ nd that it should be this intergovernmental
organisation which establishes minimum standards
for working conditions in the sex industry.

Rl Lo

The rescarch process revealed the absence of a
platform for sex workers' human rights in many
countries. Qrganisation among sex workers can be
impeded by the stigma and legal penalties attached
to the sex industry, which can make them reluctant
to assert themselves publicly. Where remarkable
women and men have overcome these obstacles to
start sex worker organisations, it may be difficult for
them to find the allies they need among women'’s
and human rights NGOs, and trade unijons. Action
is needed to support sex worker organisations and

their linkage to other activist groups, %L

-

the Overscas Development Administration of the British Government.

professionals working with sex workers and human rights
activists in six focus countries : Brazil, Ghana, the 7_2_61513 Thail

of the Network of Sex Waork Projects proved invaluable in Joc ng
industry has been drawn from a wide range of published sources,

and, Turkey and the UK. The participation
informants. Further information on the sex

mational Committee for Prostitutes’ Rights, 1986, in
Whores, Scal Press, Seattle, USA. p103.

on Prostitution, Migration and Traffic in Women : History
an Committee for Equality between Women and Men,
itution a5 violations of human rights and human dignity, .\E

Women, Foreed Labour and Slavery-like Practices

European Union : Clarification
Political Context, Conference on Teafficking in Women

ok, Changing Faces of Prostitution. Unioni- the league

[June 1997]

etherlands. pp 20-22. |
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Dear Friend, . e SpPihe
i 1 th the participation o
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s ",umMpManahﬂwﬂr,wao.nnﬂm has been investigating whether the anmo__dn“:
o ,hasb :

“m _ﬂu,”\%m_.mncn._ou as a form of labour could help to wnoﬂﬂnw ﬂM”qumEm i
i violations of their human and la bl
it m.oamcnmmm by a grant from the UK Unm_pﬁansn.»o_.
d to enclose a summary article
on the Internet at

ffice

in the sex AR
project was principally i
ational Development. I am delig ! .
WHMM:c: the research. The full report will be pﬁ.;»wwv s e
http://Awww. walnet.org/ csis/groups/nswp/ or can be ordere
88 i i d packing.
at US$8 including postage an : 3 -
The report disputes the identification of prostitution as uﬂww””_os
ights <.—o_wmo= akin to slavery which informs the 1949 Convel
ri

; h ession of ¢ in Persons and of the Exploitation of the
e the Suppr
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imi erienced

ﬁ@?ﬂb\f\ prostitutes are subjected toa range ow nwcm”._ Mﬁﬂﬂ“ H”_omw_wwmm M”m
‘others working in low status jobs in . o
E: This finding is supported by an .Eﬁmmmmﬂo: omm the nﬂ_”M_HMp”M”ﬂ MM.
isting human rights and labour standards to Gmcnm. o. conce .
K i industry in a variety of countries. Brazil, Ghana, .
s and the UK were the central sources of
Thany more countries were included. The

wome

Netherlands, .H.ra_u;mu .H‘E“Waw

ation an T g
e Ton concludes that most of these 1sses are subject to g
0

i i i ever, the
developed to curtail abuses in other _n&cmﬂ_..__.nm. ”Mamnonammo:
1 3 in society excludes them from

sex workers in society ! ke
g workers or women. Their vulnerability to

ions 1 others because of
human and labour rights violations is greater than that of othe

hese allow
imi i ttached to sex work. T

i criminal charges widely a : :
g harass sex workers without ever intervenng to uphold

investiga
standards,
marginal posit w
atforded to others as citizens,

police and others to .
their most elementary rights.
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scuffle between the police and the an_&numwﬂn_
sex workers, leaving quite a few women bruised
and hurt. On September 11th, the Pprotestin,
group returned to the city givernment Hm
%Bm.nn_ a public debate with policy makers of
the city. Again, they were met by police. On
September 14th, pressed by loan sharks and
5.n ._,:mnn_miwm of life, one prostitute attempted
M.:Q.mn. Mo_.n:.sﬁm_w she was saved in time,
a1n the c1
Emﬁ.nnnznﬂ. ty government shows only
In n.:amn to maintain a good aids
Hu:méa.son program, we urge you to sign your
hame 1n support of these 128 middle-aged
lower-class prostitutes and their right to
work. We urge you to voice your concern
over ..H.nmépz government’s lack of concern
for aids prevention. Please forward this

Voi i i >
ice of the Children was a campaign organised by UNICEF ip Norway. In 1996 this .;%h

campaign was started in India too, “Voice of

over by the Vivekananda Education Society. Mahila Samanwa

Commitee that Dinesh (fro
m Ramba
New York meet. e

Voice of the Children-India O..E%&m: — 1996

area) was selected from the eastern zone for the

message to all concerned. In the long-run
we .s.o; toward making all sex Solm
decriminalized, safe and protected, and aids
prevention programs be carried out without
the usual stigma. In order to push for that
goal, we are now planning for a world-wide
scale conference on sex work and AIDS
ﬁnnﬁnmwuﬂ to be held late 1998 in Taipei. If
you are interested in coming, please e-mail
us with your name, organization, possible
_.rn.%_nm that you would be interested in
A_mn:mmmnmu and anything else that you would
like 8. add. We need your support and
m.:mmnmeo:m in our fight to ensure women’s
right to their bodies and their life.

Alliance for the Decriminalizat: i
ecriminalization\Legalization
Sex Workers, Tailvan = of

&
&R
.,Q%wmﬁ% Qw o
(o2 3
e
% . o . s, ¢ 4
the Children — India Campaign’ was taken (o] w“%ﬁ

ya Committee acted as the P

18 a great pleasure of Mahila Samanwaya

Awareness— the basic need of the day

e

Gitanath Ganguly o

OQur Constitution which is a basic document to declare our rights,
has clearly included Article 21 which runs as follows :

“No person shall be deprived of his life and his personal liberty except
according to procedure established by law.”

In Maneka Gandhi’s case (Maneka vs Union of India, AIR 1978 SC
597), the Court interpreted the scope and dimension of this Article, but
subsequent to the said judgement, the horizon of this article was extended
to a considerable extent in order to include within it the right to line with
human dignity. The purpose of this Article is to make the human rights
enshrined in our Constitution, meaningful and effective.

It is true that prostitution is an ancient institution. Prostitution per se

is not an offence-under the law of the land. The Immoral Traffic (Prevention)
Act 1956 and the amendment made being cffective from 26th day of
January 1987 is intended to protect against sexual exploitation for commercial
purpose. Sec. 5 of the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 1956 prohibits
procuring, inducing or taking person for the sake of prostitution. A mode
of punishment is also provided therein. These provisions include rigorous
imprisonment with a term not exceeding seven years and not less than
three years and also a fine upto Rs. 2,000/~ (Two Thousand). If any offence
under this sub-section is committed against the will of the person, then the
term of punishment would be extended upto a term of imprisonment
which may be extended upto fourteen years. There are other provision
regarding the intermediate custody of persons, punishment for keeping
brothel or allowing premises to be used as brothel, sending or soliciting for
the purpose of prostitution, conditions to be observed before placing persons,
rescued, to the guardians or parents etc. The pimps are also covered under
the Act and is subject to prosecution.

Under the Act the post of a Special police officer is also created
has to play a significant role. The Act also incorporates the role of advisory
body consisting of social worker to advice the Special Police Officer. Provision
for creation of Protective Home is also made: All these are created to arrest
the vices of sexual offences. The Supreme Court of India has lately defined
sexual harassment and laid down the modality for effective implementation
of the scheme to prevent sexual harassment. The relevant provisions of the

who
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Fundamental Ethical Principles

1. Women can and do make responsible
ann.m&ocm for themselves, their families
their communities and increasin gly, for ﬂrm,
ﬂmwn of the world. Women must be
msE.onF not objects, of any development
policy, and especially of population
m.o:nmnm.

2. Women have the right to determine when
y

whether, why, with whom, and how to
express their principle of respect for the

sexual and bodily integrity of girls and
women. A

3. Women have the individual ..mmrn.ﬁ.:u the

in

social responsibility to decide whether,
how and when to have children and wosﬂ
many to have no women can be compelled
to bear a child or be prevented from doing
so against her will. All women, regardless
of age, marital status, or other social
nonn_.:_o:m have right to information and
Services neccessary to exercise their
reproductive right and responsibilities.

Men also have a personal and social
responsibility for their own sexual
behaviour and fertility and for the effects
of that behaviour on thejr partners and
their children’s health and well-being,

Sexual and social relationships between
women and men must be governed by
principles: of equity, non-coercion, and

mutual respect and responsibility.
Violence against girls and women, their
subjugation or exploitation, and other
harmful practices such as genital
mutilarion or unnecessary medical
procedure, violate basic human rights.
Such practices also impede effective
health and right oriented mowimmo:,
programmes.

6. The fundamental sexual and reproductive
Hmm_._.:m of women cannot be msmoH&:mﬂn&.
against women’s will to the interests of
partners, family members, ethnic groups,
religious institutions, health providers, .
researchers, policy makers, the State cn_
any other actors.

7. Women committed to promoting women'’s
reproductive health and rights, and linked
.3 the women to be served, must be
.SnH:n_mm as policy makers and programme
implimentators in all aspects of decision
making including definition of ethical
standards, technology development and
distributions, services, and information
dissemination.

..Hc assure the centrality of women'’s well-
being population policies and programme
need to honour these principles at National
and International levels.

Reference — International Women's Health Coalition -
Population Policies Reconsidered ’

A few words about a co-operative of Sex Workers

Introduction : Usha Multipurpose Co-operative Society Litd. a nclmw.nnﬁ?n
supported by Mahila Samanwaya Committee, was formed and registered
at Calcutta on 21 of June '95, under W. B. Co-operative Societies Act,
1983. This co-operative is first of its kind in Asia, catering exclusively for
sex-workers. Initially it started with only 13 members and now it has over
125 members. It has been recognised and promised all possible help by the
Government of West Bengal. The basic objectives of this co-operative
Society are : ,

(i) To enable the SWs to generate a sustainable economy for themselves
so that they may carry on with the development process. i

(ii) To act as credit co-operative and dole out loans to the members and
thus offer great relief from borrowing money at exhorbitant rates. -

(iif) Tosell the daily necessities at reasonable rates and also supply condoms
to various organisations who run STD/HIV intervention programmes or
similar reproductive health programmes. g

(iv) . To develop sclf-employment schemes for ex-sex workers.

(v) To take up actitivies for upliftment of SWs and their families.

Social Marketting as a strategy of intervention : Social Marketing is a strategy
for changing behaviour through commercial marketing tools such as
packaging, advertising, promotion activites etc, to make the product
affordable and accessible to clients in rural and urban areas through
innovative and interactive medium of communication. As a marketing
strategy— the concept of sodal marketing was introduced, initially at the
district level, dealing with marketing and sale of condoms. To begin with
Usha Multipurpose Co-operative Society Ltd. concentrated their activites
in the following red light areas of : Durgapur, Asansol, Kalna, Naihati,
Bashirhat, Shantipur, Sheorapuli, Titagarh, Domjur, Burdwan, Kharagpur,
Digha, Metiabruz, Baranagar, Dhulian, Nabadweep, Contai, etc. The entire
,/wﬁ.pnnwuw of this social marketing was organised, supervised, and steered by
Komal Ghandhar, the cultural wing of MSC. However Usha Co-operative
has a bigger plan to expand social marketing throughout the state in a
phased manner. This strategy will also help in independent economic
existence of Usha Multipurpose Co-operative Society Litd.
Action Plan : A ‘Basanti Sena’ comprising approx. 20 sex-workers with
two gitls from each zone, representing different red light arcas of Calcutta
and Howrah was selected by the Co-operative. These girls of ‘Basanti
Sena’ markets, promotes and sells condoms.
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