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' THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT
. & THE NGD FORUM °94: VIEW FROM THE MEDIA CENTRE

I1've been asked to say a' few words about the media and the ICFD
and NGO Forum 1994, I guess the most significant fact in this
context is that there were almost as many media professionals
'coverinlj the events in - Cairo as there were delegates
participating in the official conference —— approximately 4000!
From all accounts this was an unprecedented ratio.

The question is-what all the journalists were doing there and
whether their presence in such large numbers ensured a reasonably
holistic coverage of the ICFD, the Forum and/or the wide range of

) ssues relevant to any current disovussion of popul ation and
development. o

In m;/ opinion, the ICPD attracted such a lot of media

attention
—— particularly in the West and, within that, the U.S.

—— largely
bhecause of the unfortunate controversy over abort:'fon, wrli:ich was
gener ated primarily -by the Holy See in collaboration with some
Catholic countries, and fuelled rather late in the day by a few
Islamic nmnations.

It is well-known that abortion is a rolitical hot potato in the
uU.s. In addition, of course,
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-the issue, including one on “The Inter-relationships between
Fopulation, Sustained ' Economic Growth and Sustainable

Development," had been ' agreed uponrt by the end of the third
meeting of the preparatory committee, which had taken place in
Néw: York in April thi s year. .

Only the sections on which there was no consensus in New Yorlk —_—
including the concepts of reproductive and sexual health and
rights (in which were subsumed matters like fertility regulation
cand, within that, abortion) — were on the agenda far di scuss:_non
in Cairo. This is one reason why it seemed as i F the Cairo
conference was about abortion, rather than popul ation and
development .

It is true that an inordinate amount of time was s et in
attempting to get consensus on the conmntentiouwus pPassages in whiach
the Holy See detected acceptance of trhe right to abortion. But
while repor-ting on the daily pProcecedings, The media could and
showld have paid some attentionmn to the rest of the document and
informed the world of the other issues which it dealt or didg not

deal with.
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of Plastic foetuses in different stages of maturity.

SIS

Both' ih Cairo and back home, there was a tendency among some
journalists top resort to simplistic sterectypes of people,
eépecially those they did not agree or feel comfortable: with.
For instance, one Indian male Journalist haes describcz-d_ women
lobbying for the Fetention of language about reproductive . and
sexual health and rights as "RRe-" or "reproductive rightistes, v
An  even more offensive term was coined by another Indian male
journalist who never. went- toc Cairo but wrote a piece entitled:
"Inanity in Cairao: Feminazis and NGOs . "

For 'me, alil these patterns of behavi our ornly helped to confirm
my long-held conviction that something is

1S very wrong with the way
P A : . . . .
the media defines news, perceives lesues and purveys informatiorn.

Apart from this, all that remains

Cairo is that the media centre was maddeningly chaotic, partly
because of the unexpected-explosiqn in the population of medi &

professionpls in Cairo, but alsg because of extremely poor
infrastructural arrangements.
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In spite of this, there were three
the conference ang the NGO Forum

Inter Freges Service), The Earth Times (publislhes S the Earth
Times Foundation) -and ICFD Watch (produced by  Womern g Feature.s
Service). 1In addition,  there was the Farth Megotiaticne jag letin,

‘which provided daily swnmaries of the debates i the official
conferernce. -
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In fact, the 1 atter wae the onl Y Ssource of Coowrd Utz informati on
about the proceedi Ngs i the Main Commi ttes (Wwhere Lhe cCrucial
nNegotiations went on while formal speeches were delivered j,, the
plenéries held in the main conference hall). The lack of access
to Journalists of the SEessions of the Main Committee hampered
accurate coverage and Caused Considerable frustration among press
persons. 1 i

The 1ast pPoint 1 woul d like to madie is that ther.- Wees,  an Gbvi e
1ack oFf Preparedness o the part of Irndiy NGO Camd DFficial)
delegations when it came e presents ng their iccuecs s COoOncerns and
Viewpoints Mo ticul Arly to the Mmed1 &L I tlhvies (:n)nte»:t, it i
important to remember that Press
Statements/conferences/encour‘:ters/k:i ts must be Plannmned with care,
keepi ng in mind the " compulsi ons under which even the most

Cconcerned and sSympathetic _jour'n‘alistss Fave to fruvectior.,
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