CUrrenf_ nterest

has in the past decade been found fcr this drue

noen-surgical female steriiisation and the issues ‘Df :”,
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efficasy and ethics that have been raised during the

controversial course of its triais

The method waxs developed in Chiile by Jaims Zipper "inithe

tried out over the next decade and a haif in three

non—-surgical

1970s and

public hospita}s invoiving 1S00 women. 2= 5

applicatlon

The method invoives the trans-cervical
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sterilisation.

of pellets of cuinacrine Y the prol‘ifarative phase of the
menstTcrual cycl; using a modifiedc capper—t X OD insexter 1nt_o the
fundus of the uterus. Whiile various schedules.have been trdiead.
thE-r mrost c‘cunmorn ir\volvesrse\}en pel)ets' of 56 mge (-3 q\i:inacrir\é

rerformed either’ cnce or twice.

.(.nsertion of guinacrine 1'nto the fundus of the uterus
1nflammation-g7he scar tissue that follows
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occlusioq,and hence Irreversibleﬁ
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progrﬁmmes in

,of'—public
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_se!yvthese factors vhiEh endow
“for abuse.

In

Vietnam S = had (=1 nacrine
more 31,000 women a ui
sterilisaticon etwee = : 3 ‘ - = w . allea
between 1989 and 1983 before the =ri i as <© 3
(= 5 < oL A retrospective s ' 1 wa
tud of more Tthan 8600 f
= ; of the women s

carried ocut i 19% i . .
in 1994 but the report of this study nas not vet been
, i
pPublished. .
Iin Junes 1S99a., the WHO Consuitation on Female Sterilisation
Methods caiieda for the

conduct four pPre—clinicai

sEtudies on before approvali

toxicociogy
auinacrine

or the drug o <1 ins

ficali
testing.
Fami il Health Iintermacionai. an NGO in the US, previcousi>
inmvolved withn Norpiant triais in Bangladesh thax

raised ethic=l
and sScientific Quesction=. decided to carry out these =tudies

withn
funding f rom uUsaAai1D. T Nne ration=:1e N Em == T e o - = T o = vt erffecTive
nonmn—surgicai me t ho o o sSrter f i isacion we w1 A B e S rhe o e o
surgsic=al me ctnhnoas o sterilisaction.

L Septcemoe 19SS .. T he F#ii "= PpPubil icaction inmndicated T~ hat
cthree o e - B 5 F o tests with Quin‘cx\ir\e e e positive. 1. . . TtTha=t
Aauinacrine was mutagenic. ﬂote tea=ts would be rTequired to assesSsS
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ms have howewverx
Y the ;drug was catcinqgenif- _?ng!?UH b - %
: : ; . . %) c roblems with
with \this*next step involving - r 1 2 > 3 P_V

route-bf’”insartion. dosag

mortaiity among rodents whicn*ﬁhave to be .subjj r it

repeated
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coigigigp called-Dp.h?For m

four maih concerns:

1) Unteso.ved tssue§ of

2>‘The WHO recommendation that clinic=1l trigl- not be cart1ed cout
3 ey 3 R
€117 toxicoclogy trials @Are satisfactorily completeo'

32 The need for informed consent procedures

that were laqking in
the Chilean trials: : :

P} Serutiny orf the tocttad document= by amn ethics committee to

assess both ethnicai and sSafety standards.

The Chii®an Ministsx of Health withdrew 41ts support to the

. -riml in December 199az: the public hospltals were asked té‘;-vieu

the i 1nmnmtecns 1 ecnic= i pProcedursress . Howeverx Dr . Z1ippeo - vt nil=s T e s m

are reportedly comtinuing the trimis in private hospitals with

Tthe Tinanciai support of Tthe OUOUS based NGO, Centre for Research on
Porpulastion and Security.

The Centre Tor Research on Fopulation and Secur ity

1im =& Two-—
man NGO run’ by Two doctors. Pr_E.Ke=ssel and Dx._.S.D.Mumrord. They
- /
t’neive v funding f rom right—wing anti-—-immigration SEroup=.
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is on record that/as = patr!otickAﬁérieanrhe is prouq

funding from"

ant!—immigration *groups as he

d soon»
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In Inai

Bang)adesh and Chile.
by a Calcutta

being carried out
34 A Shashi Bhushan De Streaet. Calcutts-
P : Be in the orfring in _other

- i=o
te halt these trial= =nda

tTe e Born

txrials=s m=s

UrEent neea
have been

There 1i= an
mhort-—term and long-—term Tollow—up mrtudies N womesn who
‘
sSterilised by guinacrine. Further the Minisfry of Heamlth and ICMR
Should be answerabie to The pubiic regsarding the reguiation or
/
such TEeErimle” by institutions Mot competent or authorised to
S=rry them out.
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