AIDWA's protest against the Maharashtra Government's Population Policy
DF Government's Inhuman Move Betrays Aim Of Disbanding the PDS

The Government of Maharashtra has explicitly proposed to punish the poor for their

poverty. Its latest move regarding the PDS will only result in the poor being deprived of
cheap food leading to higher rates of malnutrition, infant mortality and birth rates. The

Maharashtra unit of the Akhil Bharatiya Janwadi Mahila Sanghatana (AIDWA) strongly

condemns the decision of the Congress-NCP Government to exclude children from the
PDS in families exceeding the 2 - child norm.

Barely six months ago this Government doubled the prices of ration rice and wheat,
making them in some cases higher than the market prices. Today hardly 2026 of grains are
being lifted from the PDS in Maharashtra. It has continued with the ridiculously low cut-
ofF limit for the poverty line (Rs 4000/- rural and Rs 15.000 urban). depriving lakhs of
needy families of the ta: of srains. From Auasust. 2000 it

stopped sugar to families with annual income above Rs SO.000/-. This latest measure to
penalize families with more than two children in the name of population control cleariy
indicates that the Gover is i on di i the PIDS.

This decision also exposes the hollowness of the so-called "target—fiee’. disincentive-fiee
Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) Programme espoused in the State Population
Policy. In fact this exclusionary step will further reduce the
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be withdravwn immediately .
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