Declaration of Comilla_Finnrage-Ubinig
Conference on health

We, the women from Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Egypt. Fiji, France, Federal
Republic of Germany, Hongkong, Holland. India, Indo-
nesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mauritius, Norway, Pakistaa,
Peru, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, South Korca. Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland. U.K., Uganda. U.S.A.. Zambia have met in
Comulla. Bangjadesh, to share our concern about repro-
ductive and genctic engineering and women's reproduc-
tive health. We feel an urgent need to halt the political
decisions which are leading to the rapid development
and increasing application of these technologies.

Initial cxperiences with reproductive and genetic engi-
neering all over the world show that these technologics
are aggravaling the deteriorating position of women in
socicty and intensifying the existing differences ameng
people in terms of race, class, caste, sex and religion.
These technologies also contribute to the further desta-
bilizing of the already critical ecological situation.

Genetic and reproductive engineering are part of an
ideology of eugenics which we oppose. In this ideology
human beings are wviewed as inherently inferior or
superior. This leads to degradation. discrimination and
climination of oppressed groups, be they women. disableg
pcople of certain colors, races, religions, class. or caste.
Similarly traits of animals and plants are arbitrarily
valued as being desirable or undesirable and become sub-
ject to genetic manipulation,

Eugenics justifics the political strategy used by those in
power to divide and rule,

Women from the parlicipating counlries decribed how
eugenic ideclogy and racism are the basis of population
eontrol policies. We resist population control policies
and methods. They hide the true roots of poverty as
exploitation by the rich. They reduce women to their
reproductive organs. We object to women being used as
experimental subjects by science, industry and govern-
ment,
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Genetic and reproductive engineering as well as popula-
tion control, are introduced and promoted on the
grounds that they solve problems such as hunger. disease
and pollution. In reality, however. they divert attention
from the real causss and  are incapable of solving these

problems Nor do they reflect wormen's demands and
needs.

Genetic and reproductive enginscring ¢laim to offer un-
limited control over all life forms, bat unkermg with
genelic codes opens up 2 truly uncontrollable sitvation
of ‘runaway dJesigner genes” and unintended conse-
Queaces. These changes will be particularly hazardous
Because a chain reaction will be set in motion which can
not be traced back 1o ils orgins. The effects produced
cannot be countered. They will be irreversible.

In our increasingly materialistic and consumer oriented
World. genetic enginesring is promising unlimited diversi-
ty. But 10 live in a man-made patriarchal world where
everything has been tampered with will beto hive with
the ultimate hmitation. Our present fimite world of
resources offers a richer diversity thas that promised by
genctic engincering with its selective, eugenic, and
patnarchal philosophy.

9. Gencuc and reproductive enginesring are a product of

the development of scicnce which starsed off by viewing
the wholc world as a machine Just @8 @ machine can be
broken down into its components, analysed and puc
back. living beings are scen as consisting of components
which cun be viewed in iSolation.

Asprets of nature which camnot be measured or quanti-
fied are scen as subjective and of no valuc and there-
fore neglected. In their ignorance or disregard of the
complex interrclationships in life, scientists collaborate
with industry and big capital ané believe they have finally
acquired the power to creale and reconstruct plants,
animals, other forms of hfe and, possibly soom, even
human beings.
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We oppose this partriarchal, industrial, commercial and
racist domination aver life.

In our work of bearing and raising children. caring for
the sick or disabled, growing, preserving, and preparing
food, materials for clothes, and other basic human necds,
we wormen have developed and passed on for generations
a wealth of knowledge and skills about dealing with all
of nature 1 a compassionate, humanc, ecologically
sustainable way. We realize that this knowledge and
these skills, as well as the contributions of women to the
arts, crafls, culture and social relations are generally not
recognized as having value in mainstream science, philo-
sophy, or technology. But these have been and still
are vital for the survival of human beings and all of
nature. They are valuable human achicvements and
résourees, We wanl 10 renew, reaffirm and build upon
this female tradition.

We strongly believe that reproductive and aenctic cngi-
seering cannol meet the nceds of women or enhance
their status in today's socictics. We therefore demand the
participation and recognition of women in all spheres of
life. We want women to have access o resources. mcome,
employment. social security, and a safe environment at
work and at home. Quite fundamentally, we demand
living 2nd working conditions that assure a life of human
dignity for all women worldwide.

We demand access for girls to practical knowledge,
resources, and skills that are in women’s best interest and
further women's well being, These include an education
about taking care of primary becaith needs including
nutrition. This will empower women and increase
women’s general health, reduce mortality of women and
children. Such primary health care will reduce the number
of children born with mental and physical disabilitics
and also reduce infertility.

We demand knowledge and access to safe contraception
which does not harm women’s bodies. We reject any
cocrcion, be it through force, incentives in the name of
population control policies, such as enforced sterilization
particularly in camps and in target oriented policies. We
demand & stop to the use of dangerous TUDs, unsafe
injectables, hormonal implants, Such as Norplant. and
other hormonal contraceptives as well as antifertility
vaccines.
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We support the recovery by women of knowledge, skill
and power that gives childbirth, fertility and ail women's
healih care back into the hands of women. We demand
recounition, support and facilitstion of the work of
midwives and reestablishment of midwifery services
under the control of women,

We domand literature be distributed and education be
given about adverse effects of all contraceptive methaods.

We demand contraceptives for men be developed and
that men also be made responsible for contrascention.

We demand the Uniled Nations and the governments of
the respective countries stop population control policies
as preconditions for developmental aid.

We support the exclusive rights of all women to decide
whether or not to  beur chtldren. without coercion from
any man, mecdical practitioner, government or religion.
We demand that women shall not be criminalized for
choosing and performing abortion.

We oppose the medicalization and commercialization of
the desire of women for maotherhood.

Internationally, we demand that conditions be created
under which social parenthood ina varicty of forms
meels the needs of children and peonle who wish to
care for children. In particular maternity and child
care should be a social concern rather than the respon-
sibility of individual women.

We condemn men and their institutions that inflct
mfertility on women by violencs, forced sterilisation,
medical maltreatment and industnial pollution, and
repeal the damage through violent ‘repair” technologies.

Given the continuing deterioration of women’s lives
through the application of patriarchal science and
technology, we call for an international public trial on
medical ¢rimes against women 1o be organized by
Wwomen.

We demand research into the prevention of infertility
as well as an end to the stigmatisation of the infertile.
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Infertility needs to be acknowledged as a social coad:i-
tion and not as a disease,

We protest the use of in vitro fertilization in countries
that wish to increase or decrease births. It is a danger-
ous dehumanizing technology. It uses women as Jiving
test sites and Droducers of egos and embrvos as raw
material to enable scientists to work towards further
control over the production and quality control of
human beines and international business to accumulate
profit. Furthermore. it is a failed technology which
also takes awav resonrces from basic reproductive
health necds.

The social discrimination against women i< agceravated
through the technologics of sex determination and sex
preselection resulting in a erowing adverse sex ratio in
some countries. We demand a ban on such applications
of thesa technologies.

We arc acamst anv kind of bias and diserrmination
aeainst disabled pcople including that of ranetic Soree-
ning and counselling. We parficulariv apnnse  the
human genome oproicct within this contexr. Dernaral
diagnosis, genefic screenine and senetic counselling do
not offer the solution for disability. Tnstead we demand
the elimination of hazardous druss. radiation, hazardons
chemicals at the worknlace and in the environment and
 solution to the problems of malnutrition and preven-
table infectious discases,

Disabled people must be integrated into snciety and
accorded full respect as human beings. The respon-
sibility for caring for the disabled must be of social
rather than of individual concern.

We condemn any national and international traffic in
women, eges and embryos, human organs, body parts,
cells or DNA (genctic substance) especially for purposes
of reproductive prostitution which exploit women as
human incubators. in particular poor women and
women in poor countries. We also strongly protest
azainst the existence of “habv farms and commereal
adoption and surrogacy ngencies,
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We oppose the deliberate release of genetically IRRNIPU-
lated organisms worldwide because of its unpredictable
and irreversible cffects on our environment and health.
We also consider the yse of genetic engineering in
lzboratories and factories (biotechnology) to be tanta-
mount to deliberate release, because genetically mani-
pulated organisms can be released accidentally.

Deliberate release of genetically manipulated organisms

and safety standardsin factories and rescarch institu-

tions are of international concern and cannot be decided
by certain  governments only. The mpossibility of 5
democratic control of genctic engineering on a national

and international level leads us to reject all forms of
genetic engineering.

We strictly reject any laws which allow patenting of life
forms and processes utilising Jife forms.

We condemn the nse of poor countrics as lest-sites for
genetically engineered organisms or other products of
genetic engineering such as the bovinse growth hormone,
rab'es vaccine, etc.

We fear that the development and application of genc
technology in agriculture will repeat and ageravate the
damage done by the green revolution: in particular that
it will incrcase the economic dependency of poor
countrics on rich countries and concentrate POWEF in
the hands of a few, both nationally and internationally.

We demand an end to technologics and policies which
result in natural food being converted into more expen-
sive unnataral food.

We oppose the erfminalization and repression of women
who are critical of genetic engmecring and reproductive
technelogics or who are against the dehumanizing
technologies.

We want appropriate technologies that do not violale
human dignity 2nd relations. We want them 10 be reversi-
ble, that is to be error friendly, and contribute to preser-
ving biological, cultural and social diversity of all living
beings. The technologies must be suited to collective
decision-making and  democratic participation and

control.
(Contd. on page 12)



37. We women gathered here are natural and social scien-
tists, doctors, lawyers, heaith activists, journalists, demo-
graphers. development workers, community OIganizers,
teachers., social workers, academics. who have been
involved actively in issves related to women, health,
human rights, education, responsible science, technology
and agriculture with a women-oriented perspective in
both professional and political work Having shared our
experiences. insights, knowledge, we reaffirm our deep
comrmitment 1o contiane 2nd intensify our work towards
a humane and just world for all. We will continue this
work, despite the numerous restraints and Increa-
sing repression, both political and professional, which
we face.

33. Weappeal to all women and men Lo unite globally
against dehumanising technologies and express our
solidarity with all those who seck to uphold and preserve
the diversity of life on our pianct and the mtegrity and
dignity of all women.

In March 1989, an International Conference on
Reproductive and Genetic Engineering and Women's
Reproducutive Health was held in Comilla. Bangladesh.
T his conference was organized by the Feminist Interaational
Notwork of Resistance to Reproductive and Genetic Enginee-

ring (FINRRAGE) and Policy Research for Development
Alternatives (UBINIG).

This was the first time that such an international
conference was held in a thirld world country, so s to eaable
participants to better understand the situation of poverty and
the many forms of economic gnd social oppression faced by
by people in the third world.

Primarily the conference focussed on issucs of popula-
tion control, reproductive technologies and geaetic engincering
which affect women both in developed and developing
COntrics.

In the course of the & day conference, plenary. panel
and workshop discussions presented a wezith of information
from a feminist perspective and led to the following stafte-
ments and demands in the form of the Declaration of Comilla.





