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Humio Fire Mang

The constitutian gnarmitees everyone a right 1o expression. Foreeful shiutdown of the film by o
handfirl of Shiv Sainiks is a blot on the freedom of expression

Fire ditecler Doepa Mcehia

The controversy over Decpa Mehta's award-winning, internationnlly acclaimed lestian-theme movie Fire mged
through the month of December 1998, escorting India inte the last year of the 209 century. Today, in the fourth week of
January 1999, it continues to be debated in forums across the country. The Sangini Helpline and Support Group brings
you an overview of the events as they happened in December, and some slatements made by public figures refoling to
the controversy. If you are interesied in knowing more aboul Fire, please visit the Sangini table and leave your name
and phone number. We will provide you a fiec pamphlet conlnining many more details about the Fire controversy.
Confhdentiality assured Nore: All information seurced from English print dailies, specifically the Times of India, the
Pioneer, the Indian Express, the Hindustan Times and the Asian Age

13 November Censor Board of Film Certification-approved all-India release of Fire
25 November Jain Vahini Samit in Mumbai threatens to distupl screening of Fire if film is not oflicielly banned

2 December

# 200 Shiv Sainiks storm New Empire and Cinemax theatres in Mumbai, forcibly stop screcning of Fire. Display
glass smnshed, ticket counter damaged at New Fmpire, Posters burnt at both veénues, managers compelled to
refund ticket money. Maharashtra Chiel Minister Manohar Joshi praises Shiv Saintk’s actions

3 December

s  Cincmna hall monegers iake Fire off theatres in Mumbai. In Pune, —
threats from the Patit Pawan Sanghatena ensure that the film is taken | 7€ don t believe in violence. IWhent
oIl theatres there as welj we don 't get what we wani, we

e Group of Shiv Sainiks attack Regal cincma in New Delhi where Fire | #1ave to get violent. like in the
was being od L -falmhk.amra L .

«  Rajva Sabha MPs dmounce the Shiv Senn's undemocratiz and Shiv Sena u"'u;;m ! tl';luc(f;Ja:
vislen! protosts spais ihe screening of r1re in Mumba Bgevan Loc

®  Three other thenires in Delhi stop screening the movie

4 December

¢  Delhi Shiv Senn unit chief Joi Bhagwen Goel and jeint secretary Dhruv Chand Pathak held for attack on Regal,
released on hail later in the day against personal bond and surety by the court of the metropalitan mapistate

*  Ministry {or Iniormation and Broadeasting (1&B) headed by union minister Pramod Mahajan and Mukhtar Naqvi,
minisier of stule, refer Fire back to the Censor Board. In an oflicial release, the ministry said Fire had caused
public resentment leading Lo violent demonstrations and epposilion across the country

»  Dilip Kumar, Mahesh Bhatt, Javed Akhlar, Yash Chopra, Atul Sctalvad, Hosbet Suresh and Toesta Setalvad in a
petition urge Supreme Courl (SC) Chiel Justice A.S. Anand to seek an explanation from the Maharushira
povernmenl of its failure to provide protection 1o the screening of a [l Petition also requests India’s apex court
1o ensuse smooth future screening of Fire

5 December

s  The Centre’s decision to refer Fire back lo Censor Board strengthens resolve of ilm persenalties Lo petition SC

e  Police, people successfully repel West Bengal Hindu Mahasabha and Shiv Sena demonstration outside Chaplin
theatre in Caleufts where Fire was being screened West Bengol Youth Congness president Paresh Pal condemns
Hindu Mahnsabha for eltempting to disrupl the screening

6 December
» Fr'rr.'_ director Deepa Mehta declares her inlention to file & Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in the SC on Fire

7 December

* 32 organisations including lesbian, artistes’ and women's groups logether with concemned citizens stage a peaceful
prolest against the Shiv Sena’s vandalism and review of Fire by censors ontside Regal cineme in Connaught Place

¢ Dilip Kumar, Mahesh Bhatt and six others (fle a petilion in the SC seeking smooth screening of Fire

Ye ang ab nzhi bujhepi. Fe are indions. Leshionism is our heritage
Slopans, banners at the peaceful protest outside Dethi™s Repal cinema
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= Union minisicr for 1&B Pramod Mahajan asseris that ir has nol been officially banned and will
continuc 1o be screcned

8 December

o Cinema vetenms Dilie Kinggr, Maliesh Bhialt and Beed Akltar ot o
press conterence oy the povemnent for succeumbing o pressine
from lundamentalists by sending Fire back 1o the Censor Board

¢ The Nalienal Commission for Women coundemns the “violence and
vandalism™ ol the Shiv Sena apamst f7re, demands thal gavernmentl
take puetilive action

e SC heaps PIL of cine personalitics secking uninterrupled screening of Fire. and a snitithle direction to Shiv Sena
lezwders Bal Thuckeray and Manhohar Joshi und other ventre and state awthorities (e ensure securty to all
coitcerned with the exhibition of Fre

¢ Aller ruising resourees o print posters protesting apainst the Shiv Seia thought police’, albeit illegally as primers -
relised (o state their nane on the postens as required by law, civil right’s and women's groups alengwith the
[tepublican Party of India, in Mumbai, 1ind themselves saddled with 20,000 posters that the police will not allow
them o pul up. Activists determined to conlinue pulling up the posters

Freedon of exprossion, the
bedrock of ener nation, is heing
tekenr away from ux v organised
viedenee and vededlism

Dilin Kumar
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They fenve riined cricket pitehes, buroed paintings, choked minsic concerts and stopped o film from being
screened, Mumbai jusi sits back and warclies?

Poster issual by activists in Mumbsn

9 Decemher

¢ SC declines 1o issue notice on a limited plea for providing security lo produeers of Fire

e 5C fixes date to hear plea by Jankapun Residents Welfane Council, secking an apology (fom the filmmakers for
hurling Hindu sentiments by portraying lesbianism in Fire

e 8C gives [ilm personalities a dressing down for discussing with the press o matter that is sub judice, or pending
helore the court

»  Congress clanifies suind on Fire, Spokesman Ajit Jogi says Congress is *nol against the (ilm’, and wrpes people to
Eo to coufts lo protest and not indulge in vielence

i E""""‘

10 December
s 30 demonstrators slaping o prolesl against Shiv Sena vandalisin of Fire ouside New Empire theatre in Mumbai
rownded up._ arrested and pushed inlo police vans

12 December

+  Shiv Sainiks srip down to their underwear al a “chaddi morcha
owside actor Dilip Kumar's residence in Mumbsi, in protest against that s the lungnage he 'l
his approuching the SC for continued screening of Fire, Police amest | (0 c0n s
thein for delving ban orders on illegal assembly. All were released Shiv Sene MLA Shrikanth
the smne day on personad bonds

+  lanzata Dal. CPl and CPI(M ) palitburo publicly condemn Shiv Sena
assault on Dilip Kunw's residence

+  Nearly a 100 artistes, lesbians, inlellectuals and paliticians {including the Janata Dal and the Lelt panies) slage
candle-light protles organised by the Sahmat Trust outside Union minister for [Home LK. Advani’s house. to
protest against the Shiv Sena’s assault on Dilip Kwnar

1Fe went i our nnderwvear becanse

Surmalkar

13 December

e Bal Thackeray justifies Scna attack on Ihlip Kumar, Objects to wse of 1lindu nantes Siln and Radha for
prottgoniss in fFre. Demands that the same be changed (o Shabana and Saira. Asks why Jilm was sct on backdrop
of Hindu Gunily

After a perceptive colleugue relyved ta me the whole storv of the movie Fire, it seems obvious that the Xhiv
Sainiks liave not seern ile movie. Otherwise they wonldd not Iave missed the suide anii-Hindu tone of Five, which
oppears 1o be a subtle take-off on the Ramauuna. .

- - Joumalist Coomi Kupoor

+  Mumhai wuts of CPl and Congress condenut Shiv Sera attack on Dilip Kumar - L.

e .
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14 December

e Pundemonivm in Rojva Sabha as Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Nirpom | Fedav, § e extremely sad to call
usserts that TAlip Kumar is o Pakistani, Represamatives of Congress. | mvselfaw Indian... T ant teld A r-
Fatt parties and Rashiriva Loktantdk Morcha storm wte the well of | Dilip Kuwmar las been called a
the Rouse (o detand an apolopy, Amidst ensuing ruckus, chaomman | Pakistaend in Parfiomcnt... How can
Knshan Kanl lorced o adjourn the Touse withew! transacunp any | these things happen i1 a secrdur
business auation?

e Baul Theckerny nltcges that Fire was cleansd “in o diy” because of the Filnunaker Vidhu Vinod Chopra
close ties between the then minister for 1&B Suslma Swaryj and
Shabuna Aznui

e  5C orders the Union and Maharashira governments to provide sceurity to Decpa Mehw, Dilip Kumar, Maliesh
DBhatt and ottiers who had moved the court for screening of Fire

s  The entire Opposition in the Maharashira Vidhan Sabha stige o walkoul to protest the Sena’s “violence” while
prolesting agninst F¥re and [or the chaddi morcha outside Iilip Kumar's residence

15 December

o  8C issuxs notices 1o Union and Meharashtra governments secking a police investigation into violent protests over
sereening ol Fire. The court clarifics that it has nothing 10 do with cither Censor 13oard or content of Fire, hat will
examine the larger isswe of seftling pricvances by resorting to violence

s  For the second day running, proceedings in both houses ol Parliament dowipdted by Fire controversy and assault
on Dilip Kumar by Shiv Sena

¢  Deepa Mchia provided protection by Delhi's South District police

«  Umion minister for Home LK. Advani orders increased security For Dilip Kurnar
All India Democratic Women's Association demands that Porliament take action apainst Shiv Sena lor
challenping the citizenship of Dilip Kumar

¢  Shiv Sene MP Sanjay Mirupam compelled by Rajya Sabha choirman 1o apologise for his remarks agninst Dilip
Kumar

¢  Sushmo Sworaj and Shabana Azmi demy Bal Thackeray's allegations that they infuenecd the Censor Board to
clear Fire in u day

You can portray the most delicate of issues, rape or lesbianism, withour titillating
' ‘ BIP leader Sushma Swaraj

16 December
*  DBal Thackeray retracts charge ol vested interest in clearing Fire i a day against Sushma Swaraj

18 December

e  Screening of fire which was 1o reswne o1 Mumbai's Cinemax
theatre called ofl due to review ol movie by censors

»  Minister of state for 1&B Mukhtar Noqvi says that he is awaiting the
Censor Boards decision on Fire

- There can be no arypument that
leshianispt is wwratural
Minister of state for 1&B Mukbtar
Nuqvi

23 Decembuer
¢ Censor Board's Asha Parekh says she has not seen Fire, and that the Board is still reviewing the movie

28 December .
e Citizens of Mumbai continiz: to defy the law and put up pesters criticising the Shiv Sena

29 December

e  The Noprik Adhikar Sangharsh Samiti organises screcning of Fire antidst ight security at the Shicla cinea in
Delhi

1 Wearea free peaple in donger of lasing our liberties because we don 't appreciate them and we don't know
how ra defend them , .
Journalist Karan Thapar
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Selected statenrents made hy public figures rebuting to the Fire controveny

The Mahablnral and Ramavam don’t have it tesbanismy. 10 30s m the Suuas, sin dooson Tave 10 Dring (hem mio
sl
Jai Bhapwun Goel

When veu are heir 1o e brealltakingly pennessive Kaaw Suia, winy conline yourself o e nissionans gsasition on
sexuality?... [omoesexuality dido™ need a visa to enter [ndi. it was already here
Jeumalist Bachi Karkariz

Do we have lesbinn cullure in our Eunilies? Surely, this il lus put all of us in a shamedul light. Humbo citdlu blicre

patii sie doob mama chalive
Shiv Senir leader Mudhukar Surpotdar

Thanks to is 11lm, even these wio didn™t know amything abonl lesbianism are now being inuoduced 1o L.
Shiv Sena MIA Shrikanth Sarmalkar

The Nibm's theme is alien (o owr culture
Malwrasiira CM Manuhar Jushi

Here is a country where not much is known about leshiawism, Tt being the case. what kind of puhlic awireness arc
Shabana, Javed and their ilk irving to bring about by prapogating lesbianizim?
Shiv Sena supremo Bal Thackeray

We did not oxpeet 1o mect the Tlome Minister and do not bave any expectations froin him or amy of these leaders as
they are all in the same leogue. But the only place whene we can register the protest in Delhi is outside the residence of
the Home Minister, so we gathiered here.

Submut’s Shahnum Hushmi

I hive not called any membeer of the Honse u Pakisiani. 2ot [Alip Kuiar Jas received Niskon-e-Pabisum, the highest
son ezl of Hat comntey, uzid Be ik e -

e

The trpet avdiences tor Fire were [Thn festival deletates and [o; cn;_.n viewers who ever since Kathenine Mmvo's

Muther India crave tor depictions ol India which the nutives will find oljensive.
- Jourralist Coonti Kapour

Alter huving subverted the autonomy ol the provess ol [l eentilication. the Shiv Senaand ws peliteai afltes hive now
assanlted an iedividual’s dpht 1o <eck judicial redress
Raival Sabho M1 and lead aciress in Fie Shabana Azmi

EL qurat s doing intereourse with the other. On comaa What message are we sendling 1o the public? We object to this.
Jui Bhagwun Cuel

What ddo you gain by showing lesbianistn? As it is, the mslitulion ol marfiage is breab ing down, This will make it
Moarse,

Jai Bhagwan Gocl

We are prepared to suppor the {ilm il the film’s prolugonises withdraw the ubuges ties have Bespad upon us
Bul Thackeray

The Shiv Sena was miolerant ol dissenl and wanted to curl the freedom of expressian
Madhukarrao Pichad. lader ol oppusicen i Mubrashira Vidhan Sabha

This will not Tire, but hackiine.

13 AP Shawrughun Sinha -

Peacelinl demonstriions are parl ol democracy which can he understood 1lowever there s no place [or violence or
exhibition of human purts in it -
LK Advapi

e ddieln 't beat up auvone in she awdicnee. We stapped te i, nor iie andronce Se believe, don’t kil the
siviel kell Jus menhier tHia! Hal Holy
Jui Bhagwun Goel

Notall men con be fike mie.

(\,f N i.u Bhagwan Gael
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