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8" July 2008

Joint Statement from National Women’s Organisations rcgarding ARTs and

Surrogacy
We the undersigned women’™s organizations and people representing the interests of the
weaker and marginalized sections. express our grave concern at the phenomena of
indiscriminate proliferation in ART and surrosacy related services in many regions of our
country. Many of these are indulging in exploitative practices.
The practice of wombs beingz rented out for a price has become a thrivings and lucrative
o Mmoot i the least becausce neo liberal policies and mlobalization havo transfonmed
everythins., includins motherhood and various body parts. into marketable commoditices.
The first and mMost serious concern that the women’™s organizations have is with remard to
the mrowine commercialization of AR ITs and the | Ik of resulation or monitorins by the
pProfession and the Govermment of India. hich is leadings to the exploitation of
vulnerable sections.
The women’ s movement would like to strongly suggest the following

IA( The Government of India frame a National Policy on Assisted Reproductive

Technologies as a whole, taking into account Surrogacy as an important aspect of
the same. The Policy should reflect the stand of the Government of India, with
respect to the human, social, ethical, medical, health issues at the core of the
subject. The delay in generation of such a policy has already led to negative
impact., since ARTs are flourishing in a rapid and ever increasing way. The
Policy on Surrogacy and other AR Ts should reflect the values and priorities of the
&Govemment of India, in safeguarding the rights and interests of all persons
involved, especially the more vulnerable sections.

2. A very dangerous turn that the growth of ARTSs in India has taken, is that in recent
times. like other medical procedures. they have become one of the major reasons
for medical tourism in India today. It is time to call to question the fact that we are
in effect inviting people from all over the world. to utilize the “‘services”
(Gncluding hiring the uterus of Indian women) in a cheap, and easy manner that
their own countries would not allow.

3., We demand that a status report be made public by the Government of India, on
Assisted Reproductive Technologies and ART clinics so that we can understand

the reality as it is at the present point in time. This should be made transparent to

the public.
4. The present ART guidelines of the Indian Council for Medical Research, as

jpresented at the meeting organized by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development are highly inadequate, and should be reviewed. We would also like
to point out that these ART guidelines are mere guidelines which are not
enforceable in a court of law.
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Yy due to various causes, l
in a holistic and

S- Recognizing the fact that there is an increase in infertilit
there is a need to address the issue Of AR TS o Surrogacy
comprehensive manner
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