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1. The present report has been
resolution 3520 (xXX), paragraph

r. INTBODUCTION

prepared in compliance with Generaf Asserdbly
15 of which reads as follows:

"The General As s ernb1y.,

- "Invites the Secretary-General to submit a progress report to the General
lss:n]bly at its thirty-flrst session on the measuaes taken to impfement theWorld Plan of Action and related resolutions of the /Wor]:d.7/ Conference /of L:ne
wor-Ld y-Lan of Action and related resolutions of tne fWortdT Conference /ofInternational Wornen's teag/, and on the progress ach-ievedln initiatinglheprocedures for the Plan's reviev and appraisar by Member states, the unitedNations oligans r the regionar conrni s sio-rr-", the speciarized agencies and otherintergovernment a1 organi z at icns co.rc errr.dt'.

2' It may be recalfed that the ldorld conference of the Internationa-r- L/ornen's year,
held at 

'{exico 
City fron 19 June to 2 July f!f!, adopted the Decfaration of Mexicoon the Equality of Women and their Contribution to Development ana peace, t/ tne

'{orld 
Plan of Action for the rmplenentation of the objectives of the rnternationalwornenrs-Year, 2/ two regiona:- plans of action for Asia and the pacific a_nd Africa,respectively, f/ 35 reso-Lutions arrd one decision. !/

3. The General Assenbly, in resofution 3520 (XXX) endorsed the action proposatscontained in these docurnents and adopted 10 resorutions containing a number ofspecific mandates: two on the recoumendation of the Second Coramittee(resafutions 3l+90 (xxx) of 12 December and 3505 (rzx) or 1! Decenber; seven on therecounendation of the Third conn'ittee (resolutions 3518 (xxx), ::rs (xxx),
3520 (xxx)" 3521 (ux),3522 ()xx),3523 (xxx),na iieu ixiii '"i-i! 1"".ir,",together vith a decision rer-ating to the voruntary Fund for the rnternationar-
WorrenJ s Yearl, and, one. resolution on the reconnnendation of the trifth Connittee(reso.tution 3L16 (XXX) of 8 Decenber).

l+. the present lrogress report provides 3n over-al I oicturc of tha racnnnr-
the internationar and nationar levels, to ttre ae t.iJ-p;;;;;;i" ";.ri"r."i"ir- 

ii"- "

World P.lan of Action and related resolutions of the Conferencee and gives an
account of the extent to r^'hi ch various specific mandates contained. in theresolutions adopted by the General Assenbly at its thirtieth session rrere carried

,.,..v^
\ untI'eo

2/

!

Feport of Lhe World Conference of the Inlernatjonaf Wornen's year
Nations publicatj on@ L 

-.

Ibid., chap. II , sect. A.

f!ll. , sect. c.
Lolo", chap. It_t.
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out. It is cfear that the wlde range and variety of measures to be reported on
nr.a.t'r.tdc a rJtr+..iled flpq^vi-ri^h +ha?a^i- H-n^a the nature Of the present reportr
Lrhich is more in the vein of a slrnmafy of measures as well as a guide to other
documents, prepared for the consideration of other United Nations organs in
inplementation of slecific recornnendations, r,rhi eh contain a fuller and more

complete account of these neasures,

5, As the present report shows, there has been a serious colo]tritment to inp.ercnt
the obJectives of the world Plan of Action both by the Lrnited Nations system of
organizations and by Governnents. Within the relatively short period of time
since rnid-Decenber 19?5 ' vhen the General Assenbly endorsed the action proposals
ad.optecl at 'riexico City, complex and difficult rnandates have been carried out;
various subs i:antive reports have been prepared for the sixtieth session of the
Econoroic and Social Council, the twenty-sixth session of the Cornaission on the
Status of Women and the thr'-rty-first session of the General As senbly; and the
elaboration of a unique experiment - the joint interorgani zat ional programme for
the united Nations Decad.e for women - has been prepaled and is ,\|Iell under r,ray.

At the national level, Governments have tTanslated or axe in the process of
tra.nslating the reconmendations of the Worl-d Plan of Action into national terns'
Evidence of the seriousness of their cornrnitment to the goals of the International
Women's Year may be seen in the active planning they have undertaken for the
benefit of wonen. Planning for women - whether integrated or sepaJate - has

increasingly become a fact of life and an integral part of devel-opment planning.

6, Section II of the present reFort .leals rnjth act,iorl trlken to iroplcnent 11 ecific
recotr:lr ird:,tlons of the liorId conferenca of the Tnter;:aticnal I'Ioments Yea.r an.l of
the Generaf As senbJ-y. Section III concerns the progLess achieved in initiating
the procedurcs for the rev-iev and appraisaf of the impfementation of the
World Plan af Action and measures taken by Governments to implement the Plan and

describes the progress achieved as an input 1,o lhe proci'ss of rleviet'r and ap1'raisarl
of plogress ir-ade undet the Interuational Development Strategy of the Second

United iiations Development Decade (sect. A), It surnmarizes briefly measutes taken
by covernnents to irnplernent tbe Plan as reflected in the report (E/cN'5/r9B and'

Add.. 1 and 2) subrnitted to the Cornnission on the Status of Women at its
twenty-sixth session.
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II. ACTION TAIiXN TO 1I.1FLT]4BJ,IT SPEC]FIC RECOMI"IENDATTOIIS OF THN
WORLD CONFIFENCE OF THE INTXRNATIONAL I^iOi.lEN 'S YEAR AND
ThE GENIRAL ASSEMBIY

A. General_

7. Since the adoption by the General Assembly of the 
"esolutions 

and decision
mentioned in paragraph 3 above, action has been concentrated mainly on the
following activities:

(a) The preparation of rerrised budgetary estimates fot I97T and of the
medium-tenn plan for 1978-1981, taking into accor.mt th.= requirenents of the
liorld Pl-an of Action anal re.Iated resoh,tions of the l/or1d Conference of the
lnternational lrlomen' s Year:

(l) The elaboratioir of a joint interagency proqrarur"e for the integration of
women in developnent;

(c) The estabfishmenb of the International Research anrl Trainine Institute
for thc Advancement of iTomen l

(d) fhe initiation of procedures for a system-iride review and atprai s a.1 of
the iriplenentation of the r,,ior1d. Plan of Action (see sect. IIT, A below);

\e, -fhe develoDment of a progxamme for the l.lnited Iiiations Decade for Women.
including preparatory wark for the l{orfd Conference to be hel-d in 19BOi

(f) The developrent of criteria and the elaboration of a progxame for
utilizing for the Decade the resources of the Vollmtar.y I'und for the Internaticnal
Women ts Year;

(g) 'I'he developnent of regional program.nes in implementation of the World
Plan of Action.
g T- -,rr.:+i^- urcur,run should be made of the preparation of relevant
docurentation required. for the sixtieth session of the Econonic and Social Council,
the tventy-Sixth session of the Cornrission on the Status of !/omen ard the
thirty-first session of the General Assembl./,

9. A report of the Sec retary-Gene ral on the estab.lishroent of an international
research axrd training institute for the advancement of women (E/5772) and a report
of the Secretary-Genera"1 on the voluntary Fund for the Decade (E/5773) were
prepared for subndssion to the Economic and Social Council at its sixtieth session.

10. Docurnents prepa"ecl for the tventy-sixth session of the Comnission on the
Status of l^lonen, scheduled to be held from 13 Septernber to 1 October L976 at
.'Fn.,.t^ rrp 1i ci6,4 i n +h-,.e annotated provisionaJ aeenaa (e/Ct{.6/59o). Anong the
documents prepared for consideration try the Conrnission, special nention should be
made of the vorking paper on a draft conventlon on the elindnation of all forms of
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di s crir,rination against i,romen (E/CN.6 /59I) " 
ptep^ted in cornpliance .with

resolrrf.ion I f f}V) ;-rlnnl-,1 l-v Lhe t-nn-ic.:inn on the Status of tlonen on
?J J anuary 197\. 5/ Tt nay also be recafled that the Ceneral Asserrbly, ir
paragraph 2 of resofution 3521- (XXX) of 15 December 1975, requested the Comnrission
to complete in 19'(6 the elaboration of a draft convention on the elirnination of
dlscrimination aqainst women.

l-1, In addition tc the present report the folloviag documents were prepared for
che rhjrty-first session of the General Assenbly: a report on the inteqration of
wonen in the developnent process, r,rhi ch contains the outl"ine of a study on the
participation of l,'or:en in fields such as aqriculture, industry, trade and science
and technologr (requested by the As s er:rbIy in resolution 3505 (xxx)); ard a progress
repoat on the establishmen'i, of the internationa.l research and training institute
for the aclva-ncement of vor,en (requested by the Economic and Social Council in
resolution 1998 (LX) ).

estimates forB, on of rerri se d bu
and of the medium-term for 1

:.2, The General Assenllly, in resolution 3520 (XXX)' requ3sted the Secretary-
Genera-l to ensure, if possible vithin existing resources, that the Secretariat
unit responsible for tromenl s questions possesses adequate personnel and budgetaly
resources ln order to discharge its functions undex the liorld Plan of Action in
co-operation with a"l"I organizations of the United llations system. Tt further
requested the Se cret ary-Genera.f in the light of the foregoing" to take into
account the requirements of the \,Ior1d Plan of Action a-nd, related resolutions of the
conference in preparing revised estimates tot L97 7 and the mediurn-terrn plan for
1978-1981 a-nd to report thereon to the Assembly at its thirty-first session, in
accordance with established procedures.

l-3, In accordance with these provisions, the Secret ary-General is preparing
revisedl estlmates for 1977 and has completed the medium-terrn plan for the period
19T8-1981 , 6/ tafing into account the i'lorld Plan of Action arld Telated resolutions
of the Ccnference and subsequent deeisions of the General Asselllbly, The revised
estiniates and the mediutx-term plan will be subnitted to the General Assembty at its
thirty-first session. The proposals contained in the medir-im-term plarl were
endorsed by the Committee for Prograiltne and. Co-ordination at its sixteenth session,

5/ I'or the text of the resolution, see Official Records of
qocia.1 councit, rifty-sixth Session, s uppl enrEiE-li6l-I-l r75[fl)l chap. xII ,
sect. A.

the Economic ard

6/ official Records ol !4g-Generaf Aseemblv, &i
s,-,rr,t6*e -
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vhich was held frorn 10 May to 11 June 1976. .(/ Ttre Connrittee for pt oararnme and
co-ord.ination was in general agreernent r^'ith -the three s ubl- r.ograrnmes dearing wiLh
questions relating to women, and reconmended that subprogiarrnes l+ and 5, concerningthe integration of women in development and international instruments relating tothe status of vomen, respectively, should have a hi gher-than-average rate of realgrorrth for the period r97B-L979. Trre plan was revieved by the Econonic and social
Council at its sixty-first session in JuIy artd August 1976, whj. ch endorsed the
conclusions and recormendations arrived at by the cornrnittee for progralrme and
Co-ordination.

C. Elabo on of a ioint intero zational
for the United ]'trations Decade for Women

1l+. The General, Assenbly, in resolution 3520 (XXX), invited a1l_ relevant
organizations of the United l{ations system concemed to develop and i.mplement,
during the first hal-f of the united. riations Decade for riomen: xquar-ity, Developnent
and Peace, under the auspices of the Adninistratj.ve Connnittee on Co-ordination. ajolnt interagency programne for the integration of women in development.

15. The purpose of the progranme is seen as being to promote effective co-operation
and collaboration among ar1 organizations in the united Nations system in order tofurther the development of pro gran"mes relating to vomen in implementation of the
recormendations emanating from the World Conference of the Tnternationa-l Inionen t s
Year and subsequently endorsed by the General- Assembfy in resolution 3520 (xxx).
rt is r.rnderstood that several activities may be planned and implemented as a joint
interorgani z ational effort, while others may require separate action by individual
organizations according to their areas of specialization.

16. An ad hoc interagency meeting was convened fron 9 to 13 February a976 Lo
agree on the conceptual franeltork for a joint interorgani zatl onal progra:tnae and to
consider proposals for practical action during the period 1976-1980. A prelinrinary
fremeworh was suggested for the Joint prograflme and agreenent was reached. on a plan
for its furbher el-aboration. The plan call-ed for the preparation by the cent"e for
social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of long-term and detailed objectives,
which wouId be forwarded to all organizations concerned, including the regional
connissions, as the basis for the pxeparation of an inventory of ongoing and
planned activities, classified accordin€ to the objectives provided. A furLher
ad. hoc interagency meeting was hel_d. at ceneva fron L to B September 1975. Tt had
before it a synthesis of organizations' ongoing and planned activities for the
integration of vonxen in developnent and an ana"lysis thereof, as r.re]f as a background
paper on the draft joint int erorgani zati onal progranme, which contained the
framework for the progranme proposed at the llrevi.ous neeting, revised in the light
of comlents by the orgenizations concerned..

17. rt lnas agreed that the interorgani z ationsl progranme for the united Nations

L/ Ior the report of the Conndttee on its si':rtcFni.h ceseinn q.c ihid.,
Supplenent I'Io. 3B (4/31/38).
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Decacie fcr l.,ronen: Equa,liLy, DeveloDment ard Peace sllould be inpl crcnr:ed durin;
the Decade for ltromen (1975-f985) in tvo lLasesl the first woul.d cover the years up
to 1980, vhen a world conference r.roul d be held; the second \,rould cover the years
f9B1-I985. It r,ras also agreed that the int e rorgani z aticnal prograrlJrle should be
L'qFd ^n . r.^-,.pnt,)21 f.r"pr..ar.r^pt r,arri "orl ohiFr.l.ives anC revised contributions to the
synthesis of agency activities to be subnir-ted by all organizations. The plograme
shoul-d be fine-lized b]/ the Unitecl Nations Centre for Social Development and
Humani t ari an Affairs before 31 l{arch 197T and sent to a1t participatinq
organizaticns for finaa revierr and endorsement. The results of these consultations
vill be submitted to the Preparatory Connittee and to the Adr.rini strative Committee
on Co-ordiltation in the autunn of 19?6, and a report r^rill be nade to the rconornic
and Social Cor.rncil at its sixty-second session in April 1977.

18. The ad hoc interagency meeting revised and approved the principat and specific
objectives which would constitute the basis for the revised slrnthesis and further
elaboration of the prografftre for the Decade 1976-1985. T'he foltowing nine
principal objeetives 1,re,'e approved at the neeting:

(1) To pronote the inclusion in national development plans and/or progranmes,
of measures designed to ensure the fu11 integration of wor4en in societ'y and to
develop monitoring sJ'stei,rs to assess the pro:ress achieved:

(2) To increase the participaticn of wornen in political life and in policy-
making ab a^1I levels, including inLernational co-ooeration and the strengthening
of j.nter-national peace I

(3) To promote thc equilable and effective participation of vomen ano roen jn
econordc.Iife;

(l+) To achieve equal access a-n d- op.ortunity for both sexes in education and
trrining of a-11 types and at all levels',

(5) To ensure that women pa.rblcipate equally and freely in a1l cultural
and leisure tir,re activities at e.ll 1evels;

(6) To stir'ulate and prcmote knovledge " attitudes a'd practices which suppoTt
women's full parti cipation in the life of their societies;

(T) To promote and improve the physical anc nent a-L health, nutrition and

soclal well-being of wonen I

(B) To improve conditions of fardly and coununity life;

(9) To provide for the adequate care and protection of vomen and children in
situatjons of arned con'1ict and emergency.
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D. llstablishnent of an Internationa"i Research and
T{qininq Institute for tne Advancement of itomen

19' The mandates fo" the establishment of an International Research ancl TrainingTnstitute for the -{dvancement of l,Iomen are contained in resolution 26 adopted by
the l"/orld Conference of the InternationaJ- \,Iomen I s Ycar rtoononri n cnrl Soniaf Ccuncifresolution 1959 (rrx) or 28 July ttit ii; 'i.,i"r. irr.-c"']""ii"""r.a-Ir.e iJcretary-
General to report to the ceneraf Assenbry at its thirtieth session), Assernbry
aesolution 3520 (n(X) and lconornic and Sccial Council resclution fgg8 (fX) of
19 May 1976.

20. The llorfd Conference had proposed, in its resol-ution 25, paragraph 1, that
Lhe fns Li Lure r.rould:

"(a) Undertake research and the collection and- disseni.nation of
inforrnation as the basis for the formulation of Dropaalfnes alld r:olicies for
Lhe cffective participation oi women i

"(t) Assist in the design of research
in the situation of '"romen and the irmact on
and technologicel chan Ies .

"(c) Develop, adapt and provide training pro€irannes for women, inparticular those of the developing countries " vhich vould enable them to
undertake nationa]. Tesea"ch, to assume leadership roles within their ovn
societies ancl to increase their earninE noss ibilities. 't

2r. After considering the note by the secretary-General (A/1031+o) prepaaed at the
request of the Econonic and sociar cor-mcil in resolution 1959 (Lrx), the ceneral
As s erirbly in resolution 3520 (xxx) decided in principle to establish, under the
auspr-ces of the United Nations" an Tnternational Research and Training fnstitute
for the Advancement of llomen, which voul"d be financed through voluntary
contributions and- lrould collaborate with appropriate national , regional and
internationaf econordc and social research institutes. The sec retary-Genera] was
invited 1,o appoint a group of enperts to dral"r up the terns of reference and
structura'l organization of the rnstitute, giving speciaL consideration to the
needs of r'ror en in developing countries. He was further invited to report to the
-0conomic and Social- Council at its sixtieth session" on the basis of the
recommendations of the GrouF of Experts.

?2. The Group of Experts, which met ert United llations Headquarters fror
I7 to 23 February 1975, vas convinced that there was an urgent need for research
and training activities to pronote the fuller participation of o'oilren together with
men in the econonic, social rnd noliLical advancenent of each socieLy, ind jL
strongiy recormrended the ea"Iy establishment of the Institute as a United lrTations
institution, to assist in achieving the goals of the \"trorld ?lan of Action, the
Declaration of I'{exicc, a.nd" the United Nations Decade for llonen: Ecluality,
Development and Peace. The Croup of Ex'lercs suggcsted ihat Lhe InstiLuLe s: ould

f^r l-L^ -^-i l^-i^- ^f -h----^

thejr livas of econonie- social-
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stirnulate and assist, through research and training activities' efforts of
intergovernmental , go ve rnment aI and non-gove rruaent a"L organizations according to
the criterion that progra::mes uould contribute to:

(a) Improvenent of tire position of vomen in society, the increase of their
participation and the elimination of discrinination;

(t) Consideration of the situation of r.romen as an integral part of the
deve.lopmental problems of the whole society;

(") Enh ancement of colmlunication arnong woments organizations, leaders ald
researchers.

c1. Tr ie ontiainnfcd that the Institute r^,i11 suppolt and complenent the activities
of the united i{ations system related to vomen as well as those of Governments and

other bod.ies, and the Group of Experts recornmended. that its organizational and

adninistrative structure should facilitate co-ordination and comnunication vith
these bodies, arrd shoufd reflect concern al-so for nulti di s ciplinarity and

flexibility. As an autononous United llations body, the Institute voul-d be governed

by a council or board reporting to the Econonic and Social Council through the
Cornrnission on the Status of llonen or other appropriate bo4y'

2l+. The council or board of the fnstitute l,Iould consist of a chai rrna:r ' appointed'

by the S ecretary-General, and 10 members serving in their individuaJ- capacity '
appointea by the Econonic and Social- Cor.rncil, and the criteria for selection would

le'equitatfe geographical representation, the particular needs of developing
cor.ntries, the area of the Iistitute's activities and the ad.equate representation
of vomen. The Institute vould have a srna11 interdis ciplinary staff headed by a
director.

?5. On the question of financing, the Group was informed that the surn of
[i'oilion naa been pledged to tie Se cretary-ceneral to assist with the establishment
of the lnstitute and the! recounended that the Secretary-General should actively
seek further volrltary contributions f],om soulces incl.uding Member States, the
united l{ations system and philanthropic and acadernic institutions. The Group

recognized that, on tne lasis of financing from voluntary contributions ' it vas

difficult to ensure continuity for the Institute' They considered that its
financing shoul-d be assured for at least three years, but urged fha| -the 

need for
its work was sufficiently inport ant that the Secretary-Gene"al should starb the
preparatory vork irnnediaiely, using vhatever funds ard staff resources could be

nade avail-able ' \^rith the expectation th at the Institute could formalfy be

establisheil in 1977.

26, the report of the Secretary-General based on the reconmendations of the Group

.i-r"p""t" ixiXlz) was srrbrnitted to the rconomic and Social council at its
slrbieth session. rr, """oi.liiott 1998 (LX) of 19 l4ay 19?6, the corrncif decided to

establish not later than 19??, prorriding the necessary financial ptovisions vere

madee arr fntemational Besearch- and TrJning lnstitute for the Advancenent of
l,lomen as an autonomous body under the auspices of the united l{ations, fr'mded throug}t

volurtarr contl'ibutions.
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27. The ]lcononic and Social Council decided fu.rther that the -tnstitute should workin close collaboration vith the relevant organizations of the united Nations
system' a'.d nationa-l and xecional centres having siririlar objectives; direct itsactivilies with special attention to the needs of developing cor-rntries; maintain
close co-operation with the conrnission on the status of women; and develop itsactivities in stages, starting by building on the col-Lection of cxistin: data on
ongoing research and training needs. The cor.incil noted rcith appreciation theoffer of the Government of rran to act as host to the rnstitute. rt requested. the
Secretary-Generaf to pre?are a tine-table ard to udertake alf other neceEsary
administrative steps for estal.iishing the Institute, if possible b:f 197?, and to
assign staff to initiate the colj_ection of existir,g data. The Sec ret ary-General
I'ras also requ€sted to seek financial and technical support for the rnstitute, to
seek the nost suitable location for it anrl to report to the General Assembly at itsthilty-flrst session on the progress achieved tonards the Institute's establishment.

28. The preparatory work has been ini.tiated, inter aJ-ia, by comrnunicating to
Menber states the content of lconornic ano social council resolution r99B (Lx) and
seeking their cornnents thereon. The responses of covernnents vlff eontTibute to
the repolt on progress nade tovards the establishment of the Institute, vhich the
secretary-General vill present to the General As s er:bIy at its thirty-first session,

E. _Delre-lglmerrt _of C plgglamme for the United Nations Decadei
I./orld Conference

29. The General- Assembly, in resolution 3520 ()ixx), lroclair,red the period
1976-1985 United NaLions Decade for lrornan: Io_uality, Develonnent and peace, to be
devoted to effective and sustained national " regional and international action to
inplenent the ltrorId Plan of Action ald related resolutions of the l.trorld Conference
of the lnternationaf Women's Year. ft a"lso decided to convene in 1980, at the
nid-term of the Decade, a rrorld conference of a"1I States to review aJId evaluate
the progless made in inplenenting the objectives of the International itlonen's Year,
as reconurended by the l'tror1d conference of the rnternational wonen's Year and, vhere
necessar)" to readjust eristing prograrnmes in the ligbt of nev data and research
avar Iabae -

l-. Developnent of a progrqme ior _!trg- trgs?gg

30. The Secretary-General has pxoposed suggestions for a programme for the Decade
in a report entitled "The progra:mres for rhe Decade ancl telated quest-ions includinc
technical co-operation activities'r, \.rhich was before the Cornmission on the Status
of rr'Iomen for its consideration at its twenty-sixth session in Septenber 19?6
(E/CN"6/59\, sect. IIT). lhe proposed pro grarnne is based on the mandates of the
llorl cl conference and the Genera"l Assembl-y and each activity suggested has as its
authority a specific reconmendation of the lrlorld plan of Action end.orsed bv the
Assembfy in its resolution 3520 (X,-J).

31. In developing the prograrme, the Secretarl/-General has had in nind the
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threefold theme of the decade: equa.Iity, d.evefopment and peace. While alf
elements of the thene are closely interrelated. and cannot be rigidly separated, it
is nossible to draw certain distinctions and suggest activities geared to each

e]_ement separately. The secaetary-General has done this in preparing the mediun-
tfirm .la.n fon 1q?B-1g81 as rrel1 as the revised estimates tot 1977. Also the broad
outline suggested for the agenda of the I'tror1d" Conference to be held in 19U0
(see seet. 2 belor.r) fo].lows the same principle'

3?, The main featut:es of the proposed progra-:nme for the Decade are devel-oped
und.er headings relating to jts threefold t'rene, as presented below:

ec aqe/'lh eme

Development

Peace

Progranme heading

International standards to elirninate
discrinination on grounds of sex'

Integration of vomen in devel-opnent "

Involvenent of l,/onen in international
co-operation and the naintenance of
peace,

A fourth headin3 is included in the progra,'rntle, which relates equ€I1y to all three
elements of the Decaders theme: "Review and appraisal of progress made in
relation to the threefold theme of the United Nations Decade fol. Women: Equality,
Development and Peace '.

33. It is intended to carry out this progra.nme through a variety of mea'ns,

including the United llations regular bud.get ? the Voluntary Fund for the United
I{ations Decade for l^Iomen " other internationa^1 and bilateral agencies and

non-governmental organi zations .
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2- @80 l,Icrl-d. Conferelce

3U. The llconcmic and Social Council, in resofutica 1999 (IX) of IZ May 1975,
stressing the importance of a comprehensi'e and thorough revierc and. anpraisal of
progr.ess rnade in meetin8 the gaals of the Lrorld plan of Action, requested the
connission on the status of women, at its trrenty-sixth session, tc consider
different aspects of the preparatory vork for the l,trorld conference on the Decade,
including its agenda.

3r. The courcil also requested the secretary-General to transmit the relevant
parts of the report of the cornnission on the status af 1,Ic'men on its twenty-sixth
session to the con"rittee cn Review and Aprraisal. which is scheduled to meet in
ltay Llfl - It rlecided' further, to consiier at its s ixty-fcurth session, uhich v'11
be hel.d in March-April 1978, the preparatory work for the Ccnferenceo cn the basisof the deliberations of the corunisslon on th-. status of women and the cormittee on
Reviev and Arrprais aI.

36- Accordingly' the secretary-General prepared a note on the lreparatory \aiork for
the l-9BO Conference for the consicleration oi the Connisslon on the Status of Wonenat its twenty-sixth session' where certain issues wirl be raised relatins to
d.ifferent aspects of the substantive prenaration and the organization of the
conferenee (E/cN.6/6ao). The objectives of the conlerence are those set forth in
the iforld Plan of Acticn as specific objectives tc be act-Lieved as a ninirnum j-n thefirst half of the Decade and are reproduced in section r of the note. section -l-r
on the substantive preraratic'n of the conference, incl-r<ies Lopics to be discusscd,
documentatic'n, preparatory meetin6ls, cont::ibution of organizations of the United
Nations system and the contributicn of int ergovernnental organizations outside the
United lfations system and of non-governnental organizations. Section IIf deals r.rith
the organizational aspects cf the conference and cc'vers participation, oate,
duraticn and site, tit1e, wcrking languages and financial inprications. section rv
on parallef activities srmrnarizes the olecedenl of Lhe _vexico city conference inthis respect in order to give guidance to the canmissian. section v provides
:"lqes!r_gl: on nublicity. The Froqrar.Lme budret impljcations for the Conlerence
|A/C.3/641J) are reproduced in an annex to the nate,

11 ' The ad hoc interagency neeting cn the reconnendations of the World Conferencecf the International Women's year, which ccnvened at Geneva fron
1 to 8 September 19?6, expressed the hope that the preparatic,ns for the lggo
conference wourd be accorded the same importance as those for other najor united
Nations conferences, and that adequate resources would be allocated for thispurpose. ft strongly endorsed the holding in 1929 of regional int ergovernnental
conferences, vhich vere considered as an essential part of the preparatorl/ nork.
These conferences would review the prcgr:ess made in the implementation of the plansof B.ction at the country and al_so regional levels and propose any revisions of
enphasis. Parallel meetings of non-governmental organizations and rnass nedia
reoresentatives at the reqional level r,rere al-so considered useful. The meetingfurther agreed that it vculd be important to hold ad hac interagency rneetings tluring
the period before the Conference in order to arranpT6i and co-ordinate the
systemrs inputs to the preparatory I^rork. It suggested that the preparatory
Connrittee should arranqe for such meetings as necessary starting in Juiy lgTT:
during the siltv-thi"d session of the Econonic and Sccial Corrcil at Geneva. 

I
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38. fhe General Assemblv' at its thirtieth session, B/ decided yilh:"I ob'lection
that the Voluntary fr.rna fir the fnternational liomen t s Year, established by Econonic

and Social coucil resoluticn 1850 (LVI) of 16 l4av 1971+, should be extended to
cove? the period cf the Decade fcr Women ' This idea had originated in
resolution 12 of the Ccnfelence. The Assenbly requested the Secreiary-General to
report to the Cc'uncil at its sixtieth session' giving an accounting l'eport of the

ruira, ana submitting proposals for its management and the criteria to be appl-ied

for disbursements.

39. After considering the Secretary- Cene ral I s reccrt on this quettion,(E/5?7j)'
the Econorcic anrl Sociaf Council, in resolution 2OO5 (IX) af 12 May 1976'
reconmended for adoption by the General As sernbly at its thirty-first session
certain criteria for the use of the Fund and pTolosals for i+-s rnanagement '

Ln rhe n?.n.-rsp.l criteria stress that the resources of the tr'und should be

utilized to supplement activities in six main areas, "priority being given to the
related progranmes of the least deveioped, land-locked and island corrntries ancng

aeveloping lountries". The fo11or^ring six areas are mentioned: (i) technical

"o-operatio.r 
activites; (ii) devel-opnent and/or strengthening of regional

ptoga*""; (iii) devefopment and implementation of the joint interagency Progxamne

for the advancement of vonen; (iv) research, data collecticn and analysis '
including preparatory vork in connexion vith the esta'blishment cf the Institu-te on

Rese.ereh end Traininc for the Advancernent of Women; (v) cotrrunication suprort and

public information activitiesl and (vi) suppc'rt for activities of non-governmental
organizations,

l+1. In deciding on the use of the Fund for technical co-operation activities'
the S ecretary-Gene ra1 was requested to ccnsult the Adninist"ator of UNDP'

)42, ?roposals for the nanagement of the Fund, cantained in the annex to Economic

and Social Councif resolution 2OO5 (l,X), lnclude arrangements for solicitaticn and

acknowledgement of pledges aJrd the collection of contributions ' for oneration and

control, and for- repartinq annually tc the General Assembly end, as aDpr-opriate ' to
the Cornmission on the Staius of Women, shor,ring funds available, pledges and

payrnent s received, and expenditures made.

l+3. The Council also recornmend.ed the appo:lntment by the President of the General

Assernbly of a ccnsultative cOnmittee, consisting of representatives of five lt{embe r
States, to advise the Secretary- General on the application to the use of the lund
.f +hF nr.ri-rqerl nri tr=r i a.

l+l+. A prograrnme for using the resources of the Fund in each of the areas suggested
by the Council has been proposed by the United Nations Centre for Social Development

and Hurnanitarian Affairs and is presently under study within the united Naticns.
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I{igh priority is given to supplemer_iling technical co-crperatjcn activities,
Assistance is proposed to the developrdent of regional progranmes, in co-operaticn
with the regional cornrnissions, to the development and impJ-enentation c,f the joint
interorgsnizational prograrnme for the united Nations Decade for wonen and tc the
preparatory work in connexion with the estabfishment of the Research and rraining
Institute for the Ad.vanc ement of Women, as authorized by the Economic and Social
Council in resolutj.on 1998 (T,X). proposals are also nade to s upplement
eonnuni.cation support and pubiic inforrnation activities during the Decade.

G. Developnent of reqional progrannes

45. The world Plan of Action, in raragraph l+6, sets out 1\ obJectives, the
achievement of vhich should be envisaged by the midpoint of the Decade for wonen
in l-980. It reconanends further that these objectives shc,ufd be develcped. in more
spec-ific terns in regional plans of action.

\6. Regional seminars, conferences or consultations are now planned in each of the
five regionsr in close cc-operation with the regional commissions, as fo1low-up
action to the Conference. In some instances the seminars are he.Id under the
united Nations regular prograrnme of technical co-oleration and the centre for
Social Devel"opnxent and Humanitarian Affairs acts as the executing agency in
consultation with the regional comrnissions, Tn other instances the reverse is the
case.

)+7. The first seminan of the Decade .!,ras held in Argentina in Mar.ch 19?6, under
the regulal prc,gralrme of technical co-operation, (.n tl:e narL-:cjrotic:r ol vc:..n irr
econonric, social and political devel-opment and obstacles to their integratian, 9,i
This seninar, attended by 26 participants from countries in the western hemisphEre,
recomxended that a group of experts tre eonvened to eiaborate a regional plan of
action before the end ot 1976. A regional technical consuftaticn in irrplementation
of this request is presently under consideration. It vil1 be followed by a
r.cci nnq l 

^^hfav6h-a 
a^p ^^,.-+-i^^--, countries of the region, to be orqanized by bhe fcononic

Comnission for T,atin America in March 19TT in Ouba,

48. fn the Asian region, which aLready has a regional, plan of action endorsed at
the l,Iorld conference in Mexico, a regional follov-up seminar is scheduled to be
held in Nepal in Februs"ry 1977 on the participation of lromen in politicaf,
econorn-i c and socj.al development (with special emphasis on nachinery to accelerate
the integration of women in d.evelopnent ). This seminar is being organized und.er
the r:egu,lar prograrnme of technical cc-operation by the Centre for Social
Development and Hum€nitariaa Affairs. The Econornic and Social Cornmission for Asia
and the Paeific is developing a regional action prograrnne in co-operation with the
Centre, Lrith support f"on the Voluntary tr'r:nd for the Decade for Women.

9/ I'or the report of the serninar, see ST/ES_A/ SER. B/9,
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l+9. In Africa, which has a regional p18-n of action, cndorsed by the World
Ccnference, and an ongoing action progranme of several years' standing, a regicnal
conference is being Dla.nned. by the Econcmic Connissjcn for Africa" vith suocorL
fronl the Voluntary I'und for the Decade. The conference is tentatively scheduled
to be held in November 19?6 and it is anticipated that 35 participants r+jl1 attend'
The objectives of the conference will be to review progless in the inplernentation
of plans af action for the integration cf r.romen in development at the national and
regic'na] levels and ta propose further activities, inctudinq vays in which
organizations and agencles working at the Iegional level can co-cperate vith each
other.

5A. A regional consultation, scheduled to be held at Beirut ir' I97 5 vitlin the
franework of the Econonic cornmission far llestern Asia, had to be cancelfec. It is
hoped that such a neeting can be he].d vithin the region early in 19?7 anC

corrsultaticrns wit1.r interested Covernnents are currently rndel: 1"ray.

5l rn Errp.'-6 r:hc riwision of Social Affairs cf the United Nations Office at
Ceneva is plannirrg a seninar, Lo be hel|:l in tf-{ -{..rLhcr"land: in Anril 19JJ' on the
charging roles of men and vomen in mcder:n society, theii' f'rctions, rights and
respons ibiliti es . The main fccus crf the seminar ]'fi11 be the neff relationship
between men and women in the fanilv, in ernploynent, in pulLlic life and so forth in
those societies iu'hi ch are tr.ving to shake off the vestiges of sex-oriented
orejudices and barri ers .

5?. Twc intercovern -enLaI u-.ganizations rexorted thc adcoLion of resiorlal plans
of action. During the fourttl session ci the Conmission cn the Status cf Arab
l.lo'ren o- i,he rFaoirF o- A}.s\ Sief r.c har.l !T()- 2) Lo 25 lTovenher 1qT5, the ouesticrn
of the implenentation af the !,trorld Plan of Action was consideled. The Comnission
adopted resolutic-,n 27/Ses.\, which approved an Arab plan of action on ''the
increase oC vc'fl.n's participatic'n in naLional develc'ament oteraticns during the
United. Nations Decade for Wonen f976-I9Br", The Councii of the League of Arab
States adopted it by resolution 3Ll+6/ses.55 af ?7 llarch 1976. The text of the
Plan is reproduced in an annex to the repolt of the Comnission on the Status of
Arab Wc'men prepared fcl the consideration of the Corunission on the Status of Wonen

at its twenty-sixth session (E/C)I.6/597, snnex ).

53. The Inter-Anerican Conmission of Women c'f the Organization of American States'
at its eie,hteenth session hetd in Miami, Florida, frc'n 27 JttTy Lo 5 Aueust 19-5,
adoDted a resolution entitled "Implenentation of the Regional Plan af Action",
which approved a Regional Flan of Action derived f"om the Warld Plan of Action and
hacad .r' iha cr}..-+aoiac alTA'.11r aql-.rhliqhal hv the Inter-Arerican ComnrissiOn of
Lrnncn Th- nr^r|ici.'rp| +.l:yl nF t1.F pl2n is rpnroduce(l in an arnex tO the repolt
of the fnter-Anerican Cornmissicn prepared for the consideration of the Cc'nrnission
of the Status of !,tromen at its forihcoming tlrenty-sixth session G/CN.6/596).
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rI]. PROGRXSS ACHII]VED IN TNITIAI,ING THE PROCEDUHES FOR THI RXVIEI.I
AJ\ID APPRAISAI OF THX IMPLEMENTATIOII OF THE WOFID PIAI,I OF
ACTION AND MEASURES TAKEN BY GOVXRNMENTS TO -LMPLEI"IENT THE PLAN

A.

5\. The present section describes the progress achleved in initiating theprocedures for the review and appraisal of the imprenentation of the iorrd pran or.Action adopted by the r/or1d conference of the rnternationar I^romen r s year as aninput to the process of review and appraisal of progress made under thernternational Development Strategy of the llecond united Ivations Deve.ropment Decade.

55' In resolutioll 3\9o (trxx) of 12 December I9T5 on the implementation of the l"/orfdPlan of Action, the Generar Assembly affirmed that a system-vide revier.r and appraisalof the inplenentation of the world plan of Action should be undertaken, in theyears of the bienniar reviev and appraisal of the rnternational Developnent strategy(nanrely r97T-r979) as an input to iie p'o".ss of review and appraisal oi progress
made under the strategy. The Assembly requested the conrnission on the status ofwomen to consider reports on measures undertaken in imprenentation of the lforldPlan of Action, in accordance vitlr the International Dlvelopment Strategy, and toreport its findings and concruslons on major trends and policies vith regard tothe status of women, particularly the integration of women in development, to theEconor:ii'-c ano Social- Coi::rci.,l ti,r:r,,r,.?r "lrc Corr:iltee 1,or l)ev._io!r;ent ..--.ann.i.ng a.nd ihcconmittee on Revier^r and Appraisal. The secretary-Generaf uas invir:ed to makeappropriate arrangements for the first review and appraisal of the inptenentationof the Wor_Ld plan of Action.

56' fn resolution 3520 (XXX) on the l,trorld Conference of the Intexnational Women,sYear, the General Assenbly also affirmed that a system-wide reviev and appraisal ofthe world Flan of Action should be undertaken biennialry and should constitute aninput to the process of review and appraisal of ptogress rnade under thernternational Development strategy, adding that such reviews and appraisals shour-dtake into accormt the progranme of Action on the Istablishnent of a Nevlnternational Economic Order ancl the decisions resul-ting from the sixth and seventhspecial sessions of the Assenbly.

57. the Secretary-General prepared a report on measures und.ertaken under thernternational Developncent strategy for the second united Nations Development
Decade and in irnprementation of the .dorld plan of Action (E/cN.6/i9g a',,; Add.1 and 2)for the consideration of the Conmission on the Status of hlomen at its twenty-sixthsession. The repott is an analysis of information provid.ed by Governments, inresponse to two lequests made on 5 November 19?4 and on 25 ltay 1976, respectively,
r^rhi ch was received in tine for the preparation of the report.

58. The first request was ln conpliance r.,ith Econcnic and Social Councilresolui'ion 1855 (LVr) of 16 May 197\, in r,.hich the council had reaffirned that the
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Conmission on the Status of ltomen had a.n inxportant role to perfolm in assisting
the coirncil in the reviev and appraisal of the Jnternational Development strategyt
and had requested tne secret aryl-Generaf to submit a report to the Conrnission' at

its tweniy-sj,xth session, on the participation of vomen in achieving the goals

and ob.iectives of the Second United Natior]s Development lecade and of Genera'1

assenbiy resolution 2715 (xxv) of 15 Decenber 19?0, on a progran ne of
ccncerted international action for the advancement of women'

59. The second l:equest vas concerned vith bringing up to date in-fornation
previously provided under that resolution, taking into a::::"\-,llt llrorld Plan of
iction, in conpliance with General Assembly resolutions 3490 (XXXJ and

3520 (ixx). In particular, Governments weie invitea to provide information on

the steps already taken or contemplated to inplernent the world Flan of Action at

the natlonal 1evel, ' such as tilose suggested in paragraph 3 of Assernbly:'esolution
3520 (XXX), namefy:

(a) The establishment of short-termr medium-tern and long*tern targets'
and priorities to this endo taking into account the guidelines set forth in
sections I and II of the T orld PlIn of Action, including the minimum obJectives

recommended for achievement by 19Bo; 10/

(ir) The adoption of national strategies, plans and progranmes for the

implernentation af the recorrunendations within the fl'amework of over-all
developrnent p1ans, policies and progrard[es ;

(.) The undertaking of regufar reviews and appraisals of progress made

at the national and local lJwef-s in achieving the goals and obJectives of the
llorl-d Plan of Action within the framelrork of over-au development plans ' policies
and pfogralme s.

60. The report prepared for the consideration of the Corunission on the Status

of Wonen at ats twenty-sixth session is divlded into three sections' Section I
d.ea1s vith the review and appraisal of progress made to implement the goals of
th-- rnte?national De-"'eJ-opmeil strat"gy and of General Assernbiy resolution
zfr6 (xlv) (E/cN.6/r98). section 1r is concerned vith the review and appraisal
of the World Plan of Action for the implementation of the objectives of the

International lrlonenrs Year and of the International Development Strategy
(E/cN.6/59BlAdd.1). section rrr deals with findings anf gonc]91i31: 

- ?"^T"i 
ot

crends and policjes vitn regard to Lhe status ol vonen (IllCN'b/>911lAdd'z''

61. The report is the first step tovards the review and appraisal of the

implementation of the world Plan of Action as an irrput to the review and appraisal
of-thu p"og""ss achieved in the ireplernentat ion of the International Development

Strategy of the Second United Nations Development Decade' Follofing the
consicleration of this report and in compliance with paragraph )l of General

fO/ Report of the ilorld conference of the International Womenrs Year

(United Nations pulrication, suf"" lto. E.76.1v.1)' chap' 1I' sect' A' para' \6'
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Assembly resolution 3520 (xxx), the Cormission on the Sbatus of women ffi-L]- reporttc the Econonic and sociar council on its findings and concrusions on maJortrends and policies wlth regard to the status of ffomen, particularly theintegration of women in development, through the conr:nittee for Devel-opment pranningat its thirteenth session, which is scheduied to be held frorn lf to p, AptTr \g77.and the Comrittee on Review,and Aj:praisaf at its fou"th session, which isscheduled to be hetd frorn 16 May to 3 June 1977.

B. Measures t al..en bv Government s to implerirent the llorldPlan ofE; io;-
6Z' The above-mentioned report on neasures r.rndertaken under the TnternationalDeveropment strategy of the second united ltrations Developnent Decade and inimplernentation of the Wort-d p.lan of Action (E/cN.6/5gg ana aOA.r ,"a ij i"analytical in nature and does not reprod.uce the texts of the replies on which it isbased. It was implicit that such a review rroufd afford an opportunity to nakea broad appraisal of past perfornance and draw therefrom imprications for thefuture.

63. Section f of the report on the revier+ and appraisal of progress made roimplenent the goals of the International Development Strategy and of GeneralAssembly resolution 2716 (xxv) (E/cN.6/ilgB) giv'.s an overview of the extent towhich Covernments have paid special 
"tt"nti"i to tt. R,,t"- nari.inineir.on of vomenin the devetopment process and conrains a review ;;; ;;;;;;Ji';;';;;;;.=. nace atthe national ]evel in the proxxoti.on of the condition oiwomen ana irrei-rintegration in development. It is based exclusively on the replies ofGovernments, received. as at 31 January :-975 to the Secretary_General r s note verbaleof 5 November 197)+.

04. Section ff of the report on the review and appraisal of the ltrorld plan ofAction for the rnpienentation of the obJectives of the rnternational womentsYear and of the rnternational Devel0prneit stratesv titci.eliigliia. i ) i" r"".aon the replies of Governments, received as at 15-August ryT6', to trr.'"oi. verbaleeirculated by the Sec"etary-ceneral on 25 l4ay 1976.

65'- section rr compfetes and brings up to date information included in sectron rand, analyses steps already taken or conternprated to inplement the lro"ld plan ofAction at the nationar fevel. subsection i. on generar objectives of nationalaction to achieve the objeetives of the f nternaiional- .trlomen t s year analyses
1l{.1*11"" .r: (a) national legislation relating to the status of women;

):1 o:".utopT:nt of large-scale educationa]. and inforrnation progranmes;(c,l e.laboration of short-term, rnedjun-tern and lono_tcrn rrtenq f^l^ +hc
implenentat ion of the world pian or Action; ""a iJj .tr.1!i"iir"rrr.ni"orirnplenentation rnachinery and procedures. Subsection B analyses the followingseven specific areas for national action: (i) international co-operation and the
;trengthening of international 

- 
pea ce ; (ii) poiiti"ul participation;(iii) education and brainjne; (iv) emlloynnent and refated econonic roIes.(v) heal-th and nutrition; (..i) trr. r.iriry i" *.iern society; and (vii) pJputation.
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66. SecLi.Ir lrr ur' llid r'"p"r t' (tlTcrrt'6 i>yB iA<ta''z) t)n tindings anc' conclusic'ns on

;:".";;;;;" a'c t:ol-icies i^'ith 
"egard 

to the status of woruen was prepared in

urder to assist the C<urnission on the Status of Women to report to the llconomic

and Social C.,rurcil on maior trends l,/ith legard to the status of womenr

iar ci."i"t ry the inte.cjraiion of ffor1en in developrnent, in accordance raith

1..1t'a.8r'€r!ii 4 ol'Ceneraf Assenbly resolutlon 3l+90 (XXX)' A succinct analysis of the

nain featlres of the measures talen or contenplated by Gcvernments to implement

the i,lorld Plan of Acbion, based on the report' is glven below'

oeneral o(.lecLi\'cs of naLional action

67, 'lhe establishment or tbe elaboration of short-term, medir.rm-term oI long-term
plans for the in-cegration of vonen in the development process to implerient the

objec.lives of the l{ortd Flan of Action was videly reported. fndeed,.in various
inritrnces vliera thc goo.i s of eoualiLy between nen ard vonen and the integration
of r,romen in development l.tere said to have been achieved, it was noteworthy that
aoditional action -,"ras either taken or contemplated to in4rrove further the condition
of woillen.

58. In sone cases' the approach to planning was an integrated one in that in the

elaboration of over-a1I national strategies and developrnent plansr measures

,nrere taken to ensuae that the set targets and priorities took womenrs inteTests
and needs fu1ly into accounb and made adequate provision to improve thetr
situation and inctease their contribution to the developnent llrocess' Jn other

cases, the plan established or in preparation was a plan for the advancement of
women airaed at the realization of the goals of the International l'lonenr s Year

in national terrns. The pfan'"rou1d often 1ay d'ol"'Ir a comprehensive set of short-
term and long-term r""u"o""" tc etrable wor4en to share their re sponsibil-it ies in
society eqr-r.a1ly vith men. In sti11 other instances, Government s reported that
they were in the paocess of deciciing upon their om national stra-tegies and of
identifying their ovn targets -na piioiit::es in accordance with the i'trorld Plan

cf Action.

59. Becognizing the difficulty of iroplementing the postulate of equalitv without
ffn:riaino iha no.rrssF?v and adequate 1egal frameliork for it' Governnents reported
Plvv+q/.!b'speciat Jfforts in this area. In sorne instances, such efforts were aimed at

enacting constit,utlonal or legal provi.sicrns p''ototi"g the principle of equality
to the sratus of a national oij""ii,r". In other instances, efforts were aimed

at reviewing or making plans dr the revierr of legislation affecting the status of
women. Such revleirs weie either comprehensive, that is, embracing most or the

1,/hcle spectrut of womeni s rights ard obligations, oa would focus on- some specific
sectoral areas deemed prioriiy areas for legal action, such as family lav and

econoinic equality, inciuoing iabour matters with, in some instances' an added

emphasis on the Tjrotection of working wornen.

70. rn ord,er to accelerate progress in achieving the goal's of equality betveen

men and l.Iotlten and -Lhe full participation cf rn'omen in the development efforto the

establishment or preparations for ihe establishment of national machinery for
that purpose lrere usually reported. The types and nature of nachinery described
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varied and, vhife reliance on existing governmentai departaents vas reportedj in
other instances, new governmental agencies, bureaux or co nittees, or new
socio-political women's organizations or special sections '.rithin establishedparties, trade unions and other organizations r.rould be entTusted r{ith such
responsibility.

7l. . ft vas usuall-y stressed that, in order to achieve national objectives
established in accor.d.ance with the l,iorld Flrr.n of ,,rct, or., tire :ulllic i_t i-arge
should be inforned of the various measures taken bv Goverments so as to enlist
the support of the neople to innlement such neasures and induee a chan€je of
aLtitude tourards traditional sex-stereoLyDes. ,-'o that effect, the deve Lopr-enr of
lar6-e-sca1e educational and information pvogranmes, includinpr sonetir.es the
exlensive use of tlre mass conmunication nedia, r/as reported or contenDlated ancr,
in such efforts, either the Governnent or the nachinery overseeing the
ir-p1cr:-cnt at ion of the obj.etives of the Pl..n vould take a }r:acling ro1.e.

Specific areas for national action

72- In the field of education and training" wonen in rural areas are receiving
increased attention. Efforts are aimed nostly at reducin€! iulteracy and at
involving vol]ren lnore fully in the develolment of their conimunity throu-eh access to
inteerrated or special training prog"uln**i. .Alco the expansion of non-fornal and
I ife-1nno a/1,,^.+ i^h f^,.LUt .women as r.refl as special efforts to ellcourafle girls and
vomen to engage in a wider range of occupations by offering t1,en a broader
cuffi cu-1um to choose frcm at school. and better career counselling were reported,

73- rn the field of enplolrttent Governments stressed their efforts to inplement
the principle of equal pay for r.rork of equal value and to formulate policies and
action programmes expressly d.irected towards equality of opportunity and treatment
between nen and lromen vorkers. The estabfishuient of appeals proced.ures and of
other tlnres of machinery for the inmlementation of the principle of
non-dis crirnination on the grounds of sex ox rnarital status l,ras often nentioned,
The extension of co-educational technical and vocational training in basic skills
for wornen and men in the industrial and agricultural sectors vas reported. Again,
vonen in xural areas are being given special consideration through the
e:lcou-ra lenent and supDort o|' se l f-er: olowtrenl and serf-heIp activities ancl throufh
the creati.on of rermrnerable er:irloyment opportunities and training in agriculture.

T)1. other issues which are receiving increased attention are the improvement of
the r,rorking and l-ivins. conditions of gainfully employed women, including measures
to assisL 'o-en in conbininq family and vork responsibilities, as velr as the use
of nodern technology to herp reduce the heavy vorkl-oad of women in rural sectors
and the uaban poor. Also, the recognition of the econonic value of women's vork
in the home " in domestic food pxoductlon and other activities not traditionally
remunerated is beginning to be given serious attention.

75, i{ith respect to the contribution of vomen to international co-operation and
the strengthening of internaticnal leace as well as their politicaJ. particlpation,
a fev Governnents 

"epcrted that efforts r.rere or would be maCe to encourage women
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to Dlarr a preater role in these fields. Recent increases in the nunber of vonen

in high Eovernrrental positions are reported and the focus of governmental action
is on the exercise in fact by vomen of their political TiShts' The issue of
special rules for achievlng an equitable representation of vonen in pubtic office'
as well as the initiation of sp.cial campalgns to stinulate wcmen into active
larticipation in policX -r4a-king at all levels, were reported in some instances'

'16. In the field of heafth and vithin the context of general health services'
increased attention is being paid to lromenrs special health needs and their
chifdren, particularly infants " 

pre-school and school children' Also lromen are

actively encouraged to participate in health education courses and prograrlmes

both in Tural and urban areas. The establishment of fan'ily planning pro grailllqe s 
'

sone of vhich are integrated and co-orclinated l"Iith health, nutrition and othel
services desifned to raise thc quality of farily Ijfc, vras reporced'

77. The fa:ni1y has also been an area cf concern to Gove::nrnents ' IIot only has

legisla_tive action been talien (or is under consideration) vhich voul-d esta"blish
. rinirrr age for narriage and the rigbt to free choice of a spouse and \'rou1d

afford equal status of the spouses, but increased effolt's are also being rna'de to
improve in. ri.rittg conditions of the fauily ' including the single parent family'




