
&A National Perspective Plan for w o r n  
-988-2000 4 D. is an attempt by the Gomu- 
ment to "evaluate tho impact 6f davelopmental 
plam and programmes on Indian women." 

The Plan ic divided into three parts. The Erst 
part gives an wcwll p p t a i v e  with general guide- 
lines and sgactdc recommeudations. The second 
part containr mtora1 p a w  on rural development 
and agriculture, CmpIwment, support, ,ssrvicer, 
education, heal&. nutxirim and family planning, 
lagisktioq, vlitim! pdcipation and decislbn-mak- 
ing and m&a a d  wmmuaicelioa The t h i i  part 
nploduccs important dwumc;nts relevant to the 
problem. 

The Plan Maten that ths f o w  of pvernment 
programmes for wanten has shifted from welfare to 
dsnloprnent and women must be looked upon ab 
"ptodwers and participents, not clients df welfy."' 
It openly acknowledges the &st bdleiJ in ~lyfous  
areas of WT national life. For innto&oe, rn @e 
&m on Iaw it categorically stam "The fpart lq 
edfommand executors of the law are by and lars 
meo, and women have little dout to i a 8 u w  

p-!' Similarly, tho sectioar an dm- 
k6n, health, family planning and w r n m d o a  
are or i t id  of tha &ender bias io those a m  hnd the 
Plan has made some important and iaaggina$ive, 
ncommepdationr to counter thia bias. 

H o w m q  tk Plan irr aileat on some vital issues 
sach as t f i ~  (3qv-rmment's policy of looking up 
family planning as a m y  to control fertility rather 
than a twl for man rZnd women to makg conscious 
decisions abaut&eir 1ivecr. This pol* has led to 
the G o ~ n t  6Uc&nTaging axperiments with 
injectible vcs like Net-en on poor, illitc- 
rate wom net b o w  that harmful effects 
of the@ mntmqptives have comIjeiled gown- 
meats of dwelopd wdwunwies to ir;m them. 
The Pltn is the first of' its kind since independence 

, and it ir a canfesaion on part of the Government 
that ltu developmental policies have failed to reach 
ustice to our -la, specially our women citizens. .i. o the preface to the draft Plan Marg-eret Alva, 

the Minister for State for Women's w e l h ,  states 
that "the fruits of development haw not gone 
eqaally to all &ions of our people: Ihe nrrpt 

. masaes who oouotitntc almost @I per oant 
population have not been able to absorb ithem 
bendits the wbrn cI- Mw, tho S%&W 
ssctiorm arc atill unable to assert t h e w i p s  a8 
w i n s $  the privileged and w o ~ n  b v e  continwd 
to be the s i d e  lwm@ muo of "backward 

, - 
W o w  the positive indicators of develowment. 
mrwia. is-&still abinst women; age s&cificdcarh ,,i.:sFF 
mtes indiwte higher rates foi female chiidren and '-,-d&.. .e 

C., -. 
women till 35 yeam of age; the 1981 musun showed -ar&$:$ 
that 75 per cent of wombn are illiterate: the nu* 
ber dwamen .registered at cmploymedt exchanges 
increaseQ fmm ' 1.12 million in 4975 t o  5.1 milllon 
in 1986. 
This dismal pictqn m z r m  de~pite tht fact that  , 

, 

W& have almady had a Nalationtll Plan of Action 
from I976 that piuvii4gd &delineg baed on the 
UN's World: Plao ,nf &dm. for.women. The out- 
come of the ~at~6n4l~lanwao.: tfre setting up of th. 
Womecs Wtilfah and Demtqpment Bureau in 1976 
to "act as a nodal poiat ,within the Govern&nt of 
India t~ c,w~dfndte policies and programmes and , 
initiate m&uns for womm's .de*elopm&t." The 
U'omop's Welfare &I$ W v e l o ~ a q t  BUI~PIJ wa6 
charged with the responeibility of (a) coZ,din,hng, 
and / col@borating' with multifarious progvammett 
in other Central Government Miinistriw (b) mitiat- 
ing necessary; policies, progtammes mtnd Eaeaaunsr . 
(@collecting data to ser\re as a cleaz4,ng .ham;; 
t?) monitoring progcam'mes fop women's- .wl- 
fare; fe) qcivicing the National ' Cbmmittea - t& 
Steering Gommittee of the NationaL Mwh"&+$ 
'(O:f6llowing up, the recommendations of -tbti 1.2174 

' Cotnmittee on .the Status of Waniea ~JI raja bg; .& 
fdiniulatiq proposals an* providing guiaelines; .:,: 
(g) working out finiincial .and phy.6caf targets; and $ ', . 
(h) IiadoQ wit$ multinafior@JN, agancie~ in the ,$, 
field of woiuen's . welfare; ,.,.:;.(i) 'I&ul i d s p  and pro-' -.; 
blems c b n m i ~ l g o d K n ;  .and (jJ implementiq 
programmes an4~ic&mea, 

\ The womqs&.& progfamms implementbd by 
the Woman's Bureau pruvide the following servica. 
(i) strengthqning a&4i$&vement of woman's work 
and. employment' in ' agricultun, oman animal 
husbandry, '.dai@i&g, $%hqies, handlooms, handi- 
'xafts, kh&z a&\rillage inauavies, and sericulture; 
(ii) ecbnomir whabilftatiq of' women from weaker 
sadtiom of socie*y-in.the form of training and emp- 
loymknt or& a sustained basis; Yiii). better eniployment - 
-avenu,m for pomeq to bring them into the main- 
s@am of national development; {iv) mhabilitation -' 
of dbxtitutc.women by preparing them for .suitable 
vobltion and making .them ecqt6inically h t -  
dent; (v) providing short stay homes for woman and 
girl* in moral dangef together with Counarelli~.@~ 
a 1  am, psychiatric guidance and treatment, *ah . . .  
and~d~evelopment of skills; a d  {&) Qn%@iva and, 
r&abilitativeservicea to wornin and &ildren.who - - - - ~ -. 

citizent". a n  victims of atrocitica a d  afl@t@m, . . .. . 
The Plan concedes thar* qafhrc  - i d &  over: . The thrust of these vozioua whck  and pogrw 





body for wemoo's $m deva!opmcdt prooeps; and to &view. the 'progress Womed's Rights; and .a? I a~ .: . . - , , . - .  ,. , 
tntiGnd in.the wXn* tba cub aaost ranous of 'imdlnneniatlon of uolic'bi and prommmes 

ilr and elimination of duplication of schemes. The Committee has e w h  broad term of - n k m m  Bbc Pkn d m  hat explain bow all '~~c-sc bodies but it is to ordiqerily m e t  once a year and has mo 
will be set UP withobt extd finaaccs the Plan powem .whats+.yer.. Further, the Comqittcc has 29 
itself states the total out la^ pa the WofWn' p p p h r s  but there a n  no r ep re~u t a t iwof  eithsr 
'I~cs¶& schnnes id the Seventb Plea i r o n l ~  two to .national women's ~tgauisatjons rueh as the Mahila 
four .W4L It a l s o - 3 ~  .not ' ~ f a j n  how t h h  Dakshita .$amiti; the Janwadi Mahila .&miti or the 
bodicq or this Plan willdclivy the gmd? when the Natienal Fidoretion of Indian Wornen, or of any 
prrvi@pPhn and previous scfiemcn could not. ofthe feminist organiaatioos whose role has heen 

I -a hderprcad partictpation of volunttp adion . The draft Natonal P e z s p d w  Plnn was discusesd 
mups  in imvlamentiog the rocommendatlous.. ln by the (3ommittec but msnv members felt that the 

! Ihsc6aphr o n  Volnntacy 'Action in the Dqvelop- C o m i u 6  wan not repre&tative of women's 
ment of Women, the Plan conccd6s rha fact that the orp$uiwtions and the Plan should be a sub* of a 

t voluntary agcncks arecloser tothe pople.than the ~Z i0na i  debate. .So far the Government-has,not 
; . ' rigid buteaucretic syltem- hbny wtonomop femi- invited such a debate as it did on their acw educa- 




