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marriage js solemnised by 5 Marriage Registrar (section 7) and
has no religious element in its formalities (sections 38-59). The
fifth and last one, confined to Indian Christians, is performed
by a person licensed under section 9 ¢, grant Certificates of

the course of Wwhich he invokeg the presence of Almighty God
and the name of Jesus Christ (section 60 (3) ). This category is
thus religious-cum-secular. It does not apply to Roman Catho-

Advisory Committee consisting of, say, five Christian
members, who shall be a]] non-officials, tq advise the
State Government in the matter of grant anq revoca-
tion of licences under section 6,

(ii) There should be 3 Provision for giving Ieasonable






















CHAPTER 2

I.egals Implications of the Divorce
Law Applicable to Christians

1. Introductory

The law relating to marriage and divorce amongst Christians in
India and the other topics relating to the family, is at present
seattered in several enactments, of which the principal ones are
the following :

(1) The Indian Divorce Act, 1869 (topics dealt with are
divorce and other matrimonial causes).

(2) The Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872 (marriage
ceremonies).

(3) The Converts I Marriage Dissolution Act, 1866 (right
of a person converted to Christianity to call upon his
or her spouse to embrace Christianity and on failure to
do so, to seek dissolution of the marriage).

(4) The Indian Succession Act, 1925 (sections relating to
succession on will and succession without will).

The law relating to a few matters, such as maintenance, is
not codified and is therefore governed by case law. Besides the
enactments mentioned above, there are some local enactments
whose existence creates confusion, particularly the Travancore
Christian Succession Regulation.

2. Priorities

Of the various enactments mentioned in the above paragraph,
the Indian Divorce Act, 1869 is the one that isin need of
urgent reform. The grounds of divorce given in the Act (sec-
tion 10) are unduly restrictive and out of tune with current
thinking even amongst the members of the community. Apart



















