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. . 1 Presentation t o  the Xational Committee on 'domen: Zducation & T?x&?ink for  

Self Awareness b Self Reliance 

Focw : Adolescent G i r l s  d Yo- Yomen. 
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From the point of view of the " qualit'j" of our future enera t ion ,  

-1 the most crucial sepgnent of our gc2ulation i s  today's younr g i r l s  who w e  

just on the 'threshola of nrarria&e b motherhood. It i s  precisely s l so  t h i s  

, segnent of our population that has been s p a y  neglected. in a l l  our develop- 
-..,,. - ' U X G  F" *' ,JIZ1Cn-.''. . 

mental and educational gropumaes. . . . - -, . . .  I 

A s  per 19Al  census, 75 per cent of women India are  i l l i t e r a t e .  

This si tuat ion i s  not improved any by the  hi@ i m p  out r a t e  f o r  g i r l s  a t  

the mrimary st* and a t  the  middle school stage. In the rural context an 

overwhelming majority of the &rls i n  most p a r t s  of the country are i l l i t e ra t e .  

A h o d  percentage never enter school. Of those who enter,a hi& proportion 

r.f dm? out well before reach in^ the 5th standard. Thus,a p e a t  majority of our 
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@ r l s  reach the i r  adolescence mostly as i l l i t e r a t e o r  semi-literates with no 

s k i l l s  and no practical bowled@ which could p r e y r e  them f o r  the i r  future 

roles. This situation perpetuates illiteracy,~rerty,undernutrition 8. under- 

deveiogrnent since these girls who l a t e r  beccme h e  makers c w k t  d e r s t a n d  

the h u e  of education and c a t  take dr~ntya of the many develolaaent 

lmgrgmaes of agiculture,hed.th and nutrition. !They lack mpecial &ills f o r  
? - 

- -  . - *  
ampl&ent and.therefore take o mbcAinate role  in the family and the society. 

They sn also wholly mawan of t h e i r  legitimate r ights  an c i t i ze~ . l ?o t  h a w  

had t'be benefit of schoclinb themaelvea, they do not appreciate the value of - - a> 
I 
I 

,! t': 
ellucaBion f o r  the i r  daughters. So, the daughters turn out t o  be i l l i t e r a t e  l i k e  - I '  
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* m~thsm.p& ~t b~aornes imperative then to this vicious cycle by 

f o ~ s i n ~  our at 

thm to self rclimce. . .. 

The -sol : etrategy is  fo bring about a socio-econamic tnnsfoha t ion  
: 

of o w  p o r  naM3 c m w s  through a programme of mnformil education & 

training addressed arclublrely to  the @ln end wrraen between 12 smd 20 para 11 " 
liviag in rural are-. A l l  @ls i n c l d i q  those who f had primary rcfiool 

e b a t i o n  an8 %&o ore cwmnt ly  i l l i t e r a t e  will bc eligible f o r  the prosamno. l I 
The programe can be term& u " I n t e n a t d  Sduoation for  Bthr Living: 

The @la ah& be given practical instruction thsou& audio-visual aids only, 

. Pmonsii w e n e  anll euvir@wentil edication; 

. ~ u t r i t i o n - r d ~ w  of ttiff-t local foods d t p i  of nutritious 

reoipt~s that om be ma40 oat of them, p m t i o n  of ineqensiw 

bal& d i d .  cnt of l o a d  foads; 
-. . Eisv rgicultunf. toahnolog fo r  inoxeaaod food pr@ductirm ,effactiw .. ,- 

d ummomtcil uae of Partiliaem,arte b t imelru8e of pfftieides; 
t 
I .  . Simple y o s ~ s t  technolo@ for prevent4 food matage during i 

storage,methoar ia* ~ e r v a ~ t o n  $ storage of peristtzble iooi~s; 
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The approach ul@ emphasis i n  thls programme should be that  of develo i I 

in& the women to  self reliance. These girls md p q  womcn h u l d  learn a , .. . I .  

F 0 g r e w  to consider therrmelves as potential contributors a d  not a8 mere receipients 
i- 
b. 

of we1fa;re services and progrmmes. 
* 

Vocational Tra in ing  : The g i r l s  should also receive tmhbg in simple ~ r d t s '  

rpmpriate  t o  the location,the epropriateness be- letexmined by t r d i t i o n ,  

local acceptability and marketability of the product mdacture l .  A wide range / 
I 

of crafts may be considered anywhere from ba~kebweaving,knitti%, wooden handi- 

crafts to  pre~aration of processed fools an4 silk-worm fannin~. 
i 

Governmental orgenisations with considerable information and exyerienoe, 

in this  area can be involved in the aspects of training an4 marketing. 

F&ilities fo r  attat?- the F ' ropme  : Pes t  exyerieneea a d  oar social 

traditions denend that we should create cerOain fac i l i t i es  and support service8 
I 

to enable the g i r l s  an& young women .to enter an( attend the proPpnme re&arly. 

1. An awareness to  the impo0tance of such education & trainin& of the 

c i r l s  has to be creatsO among the l o c d  community members involving the local 

leaden; 

2. The venue of efication should be accessible to the gir ls  that is 

9referably within walking distance from their homes; I - 3. A EB creche or  bilwaai near the centn,so that the g i r l s  /women 

could leave the yo-r siblings in their care in these rla&es while they attend ). 

------ 
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4. The propanme shod& not las t  for more than three hours each 4a.y an$ 

it shoulP be given a t  t i m i n g s  and. dnya covenient to the learners; 

5. The entire E r o e m e  s t~ou la  be so designed as not to  e$iend 

beyon* three t o  siz months; 

6. The propamme shod2 be offerer: exclusively to the g i r l s  and yo- 

women, We instructors must be woaen yreferably of local origin. 
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The training of the women 
F- 

of afficultural un ivers i t ies  with the  home science colleges,the NCEW and the 

Central Realth Zducation Bunau. 

Outatendin~~Voluntary Organisations & Associations with a commitment I 
f o r  women's development could be involved to a s s i s t  i n  the  h?lementation of the 

proflame at the local  an& regional levels. 

An apex body f o r  women's education & t ra in ing  needs be created t o  plan, 

monitor,educate and o p e r a t i o d i z e  t ra ining prograusnes f o r  women. 

f i l e  i l l i t e r a t e  and semili terate women an zt a great disadvantage and 

remain a t  the submerged l eve l s  of the society with regarc?+ t o  t h e i r  s t a tus  the  

l i t e r a t e  an2 educated wonen a t l e a s t  the  majority of them tend t o  maintain the 
1 ?' 

low tradi t ional  y m f i l e  of the home maker. They tend not t o  perceive themselves E 

as  contributors.They are not aware of t he i r  a o l i t i c a l  risrhts,responsibilities 
d I 

and potentiel  stren&hs. 'i'heir par t ic ipat ion i n  decision-making at the  home leve l  

the community level  & all  other  l eve l s  is  not of s ig i f i cance .  Therefore t h e i r  

particiuetion i n  formal an& informal pol i t i ca l  processes is  low. Wotivating aud 

cncouragin~ those l i t e r a t e  znd eeucated women f o r  m e t e r  ~ a r t i c i ~ a t i o n  i n  

development is a challenfe of the  resent times. 

Proaosal : The s i tuat ion e p l a i n e i  above can be tacklac' both through the 

formal sector an6 through the non-formal sector in education. 

The Department of Women's Studies of Indi ra  Ganr?hi Tiational Osen 

Tlniversity can develop courses f o r  e d u c a t i n ~  women by 8istance education with 

C re&p. t o  the s i tuat ion of women i n  In6in anC in other South East A s i a n  Countries; 

the cu l tura l  u l B  his tor ica l  perspectives of womenis ro l e  i n  the Indian society; 

I the co t i t u t iona l  r i e h t s  an& responsibi l i t ies  of InZian Women an& current 2 
I c&.qes f o r  women's eevelopment. Useful information on various governmental 

I 
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and non gvvermnental organhsations involved in moving women t o  social ectioniin 
I 

the develoument of women and on the psog~mmes for the development of women 

F can also be exteruled t h u @  th i s  process. 

-. 'The maas media such ad the T.V.,film,rPlio and print should pmmote,the 
. - - . . . - I:--- - 

positive image d statue of women and avoid programmes,vieuals and ar t ic les  

which focus on anl emphasi~e the traditional role of the home maker and deni-, 
i 

the dr status of women. 

Every university m a t  create a centre for  women's studies,the main 

functions of whioh would be a) to conduct researches related to women's status 

an$ ioaues; b) to conduct seminars and workshops to  raise avareneas to  women's 

problems ant1 to  motivate women for  participation in poli t ical  process and 

development and 0)- to prepare and produce n s k e  materials for  training 

women functionaries of programnos fo r  women. 

In the soh001 system no effor t  should be apared to screen the 

curricula,the resource materials and text  booka to eliminate sex stertotyp* 

mi to promote d to perpetuate exquisite balance between gh l  and boy. 




