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hesume ¢f a talk by Nandita Haksar on ".Jomen and Law -
“xperience as a Women Lawyer", deliveres =t Jadasipur

Unlversity on 18,.8% 84}

Ecsides beﬂng a lawyer by profcssion, I am also involved in
the activities of +hao Pacplets Lnilon for Demceravis Rights,
and sramiaus wonens organisations. Iu Delhi, thers are quite
-« f-v Aactive women's organisations like Saheii, Manushi,
Janwadi Mahila Samity etc. Wome  often épprcach nem seeking
legal support in various matter:. Whiie éeoling with their
personal problems, we try to mak: them 2o

women's issues in general, and Zavolve thow in women's
movement ,

We take up a case only after hearing pereonally from the
<& concerned. Some Ui dYu,y v TEngali SR bf Delhi wak
in problem. She was married to 7 Bengali Gentleman whose
~urents were very conservative, ‘'he father—%n..law usecd to
write frequently to the fa ather «° the gizl abgut how ill-
ménnered she was, She always stanrls in the “alcony, goes to
the market alone, wears fan:y drasses, And so oni Her father
humbhly accepted. the Charge and w: ote back that he would try
to persuade her, but«failed to do so. At Fass. the girdly,
finding the restrictions imposed upon herxr unbearable, came
out from her husband's. house and apprecached u:. Her father
also came to convince us that we chould Persucde her to go
back. But we told him clearly th+t we nsver hcar from a third
party. Let the girl speak for he:self,

In anothier sase, Abha, a Hindu carl, was marri d to 2 Muslim
“ry of Aligarh., Before tney jet married there were severe

complicaticns, Some RSS workers even thrcatened the magistrate,

putting pressure on him not to solemnize their marriage under
the Special Marriage Act, The 9irl was locked up at her house

and emotionally blackmailed. We filed a petition at the Supreme

Court, but it was dismissed on the ground that the court
recognises no such thing as an "emotional biackmail™,
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