M EM O R A N D U M

FROM

JOINT ACTION COMMITTEE AGAINST RAPE AND SEXUAL HARASSMENT, NEW DELHT

Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code states tha

We, the repreéentatives of women's and students' organisations in
Delhi, feel deeply concerned sbout the increasing incidenes of rape in

our society and we urge you to take decisive an

4 immediate steps to
check ite.

No woman is safe frum rape, anywhere, at any time - in the streets,
in factories, in the fields, in police stations, in hospitals, in
hostels, in her own home. So ineffective are our laws and law enforcers
that brutal incidents of mass rapes regularly occur, as at Basti,

Bailla Dilla, Hissar. The Narainpur atrocity underlines the contempt
and sense of impunity with which the police, instead of preventing rape,
perpetrate it. The law is framed and applied in such a way as to benefit
the rapist and humiliate his victim.

Nothing illustrates this situation better than the Supreme Court
judgement in the case of Tukaram vs. State of Msharashtra (1979) 2 SCC 143,
Despite overwhelming evidence t the contrary, the Supreme Court
acquitted two policemen on the gharge of raping Mathura, a minor. Mathura
was illegally detained at the police station. Her submission was
considered sufficient grounds for rape to be disproved, even though

t a minor's consent
cannot invalidate a charge of rape-

The verdict passed on Mathura is not a sentence on her alone, but
a setback for all Indian women. The Supreme Court's interpretation of the
law smounts to a refusal to protect women. Rape is not only 2a crime
against a woman's body; it is an outrage against human dignity. We can
no longer tolerate such assaults upon human rights and call upon you to
accede to the following demands

1o We suppert the petition to g%:gpgn_ingwMaihunaNggse_filed by
Drs. Upendra Baxi, Vasudha agamwar, Totika Sarkar and

Raghunath Kelkar. The case should be heard by & larger bench
or by the full courto.

20 The two policemen in the Mathura case should be suspended and 2
departmental inquiry into their conduct should be held.

3. We demand a cheange in the rape law. It is zlmost impossible
to prove the allegation of rape as the law stands today- The
fact of submission does not mean consent, and the onus of

proving innocence should Be on the man, not the womane. Also,
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