piRlERS S REBLENS E

BlOvAST ER 17 R AP E € A5 E

A number of women's organizations met with the Home
Minister, Shri S.P.Chavan, this morning to place before him
the following demands:

1. that the case be handed over to the CBI because they had
no faith in the local police and the CID enquiry that was

~in process, as the police and other functionaries at the

local level had already proved themselves- biased against
the victim of the rape, Bhanwri. :

2. That the rapists be arrested immediately.

3. That the . evidence collected so far be ' sealed
immediately.

The Home Minister was sympathetic and has assured them that
he will ask the Chief .Minister of Rajasthan to ctake
appropriate action, as it is "important in such instances

that there be at least some exemplary cases which can act

as deterrents in the future. He also agreed that it was
important- that women sueh as the victim in this cgse. who
were in fact engaged in implementing government policy at
the village level, should be able to work in’a secure
environment wiphout having to face the threat of violence
to their lives and persons.

In this connection women's groups in Rajasthan will be
organizing a massive protest march orn the 22nd of October
in Jaipur. Details can be had from the fo1lo\1n° groups.
Protests will also be held in other partg of the country.
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The Honourable Home Minister
Government of India. - i 14 October 1992

Honourable Home Minister

We, the undersigned women's organizations Qish to express
our grave concern. at the way the rape of a young woman,
Bhanwri, is beinz handled in Rajasthan, at the state level.
You are, no doubt, aware of the case: Bhanwri, a worker of
the Women's Development Programme (a government sponsored
programme in which women at village level work to implement
government policy) was rapéd by .two men from lietivall apeias
reprisal for "attempting to stop childimarriage, which is
illegal according to this country's laws. ;

Reports from Rajasthan and in the national media have made
us fearful that evidence is being tampered with and a woman -
who has had to face the indignity of gang rape is now bein
made to fe€l a-liar, and is being isolated at vill

@ 0a

‘level. This is proved by the follbwing:

* That in spite of several attempts on the part of Bhanwri

"the prolice considerably delayved filing of a report of her

gang rape; .

% That the two rapists are still at large:

*'That police personnel were Wi llingsto acéept a statement
sworn on ganga jal by one of the rapists‘that he was not
guilty, but when Bhanwri offered to swear to the truch of
her complaint on ganga jal, the police DySP said that would
amount to falsifying the ganga jal.

And these are only a few examples.

We. thus fear that the police. doctors, magistrates and
others are all pitted against the victim, and they have
already decided that she is guilty. In such circumstances
we have little faith that a CID enquiry! wHith is currently,
in progress. will be.either just or unprejudiced.
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Secondly,  the question is not one that applies to this
woman alone. Today, hindreds of women work as part of
sovernment programmes ( Womeén's Development Programme,
Yahila Samakhya, ICDS, DWCRA etc) to~imp1ement gzovernment
polacy  "Eor them, the threat of sexual assauit, and to
their lives and persons, is very real. Ensuring protection
for these workers against such hazardous working conditions
is surely the reéponsibi}ity of the goverhment who has put
them . there.

We therefore wish to make the following urgent demands:

1.- That a CBI enquiry be instituted immediately, as we have
no faith in the fairness of the CID investigation that is
in place. )

o]

. That the two rapists be placed under arresc immediately.

3. That all evidence that has been collected be immediately.
sealed in order to prevent its being tampered with.

‘We look forward, Sir, to a positive response to these
demands. 5 : i

Yours truly
7~ ,: .‘:'[
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Rape in the line of duty: Women

WILL not tolerate
these sexual assaults
anymore, We demand  th

justice. We demand accounta-
bility from the government,”

Angry and determined, This

wasthemood ofovera 100 Sga-
thins of the Women's Develop-
ment Programme (WDP) ‘in
Rajasthan who gathere for 5
o day megting in Jaipur on
October 11-12 1o express soli-
darity with their co-worker
Bhanwari Devi, who was vig-
lently assaulted ang raped on
September 22, and 1 plan
further strategy in their ca-
paign for justice. The Sadthing
came from all oy
Rajasthan—Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Bhilwara,  Udaipur,  Kota,
Seker, Banswara, Dungarpur,
And- they spoke with one
voice. For them, as for Bhanwa-
1, there s o turning hack, The
battlelines-are clearly drawn,
They are determined to get

Justice not anly for her but for

themselves s well, and for
Women everywhere who live
under the-constant threat of
sexual assault i  their
workplace,

e *

Bhanwar's case is fast beco-
ming a symholic batte larger
an the WDP alone, It is beco-
ming a fightfor ll women wor-
kinginsimilargovernmempro-
grammes at the grassroots’
level—women who work in vi-
ages as change agents agains{
oppressive social practices af
great risk to themselves, Wom-
en who could be “raped in the
line ofduty"” ke Bhanwari was,
The Jaipur meeting was

Rajasthan’s Saathins are in a combative mog andd
atlarge acknowledge the dangers of sexual viole

attended not unly hy Saathins
and Prachetas of WDP, but also
by activists and lawyers from
other regions of Rajasthan a
Well as Delhi. The growing cam.-
paign. has been inspired" by
Bhanwar's courageous tand
has also opened the floodgates
o other similar stories 1o
come pouring out,

Saathins are starting {9
Tecount other instances of
sexual harassment and assault
that they have faced, Some

'(cluster-Jeve]

recalled a case in which & villa-

ge midwile was raped. An ex-

activistfrom the Mahila Samak-
hya Programme (2 programme
similar to WP, running in UP,
Karnatak™ Gujarat) ~talked
about the rape of & Sahayogini
worker) in
Karnataka,

Suddenly it seems that the
horror of Bhanwar's experien-
ce is justthe tip of the iceberg,
asifawholesilnthistory ofvo-

These women dare to disturh
b status quo—because they
speak about women's equaliy,
Justice, freedom from aggres-
sive social custoris—and what
befer way to shut them up
than 1o violate them sexually?
Sexual violence i after all a
time tested technique for beat-
ing women hack into
submission,

Snathing want this ugl truth
acknowledged publicly” at a

rape; and other Deputy Super-
intendents of Police wil think
twice before asking a woman
who has been raped, “Do you
even know what the word rape
means?"~which also happen-
ed to Bhanwari, i
What form of justice and
redress do the Saathing want?
Their immediate objectives are:
O Arrestand convietionof Gyar-
sa Gufjar and Badri Gujjar who
reped Bhanwari, They have

tield workers

1INgERL_

lence faced by these women
workersis now fndingits voice,
WDP workers are carefully

documenting this history a5 th

part of their campaign for
Bhanwari. The Saathins and
other actvists are clear in their
minds about one thing—it is
high time that governments,
both state and central, sat up
and recognised that women
workers at the field leve] are
extremely vulnerable to sexyal
violence.

policy lvel. They have already
broken their silence about
sexual assault and now want
& government and society af
large to break this conspiracy
ofsilence oo,

No more “Yes, yes, we all
know it happens but lets not
tak about if". Admit it
Acknowledge that sexual viol
ence isa stark realify so that no
other local policeman wil dare
o argue for over three hours
before lodging & FIR about

———

10t heen arrested even 20 days
after the incident,

© Animmediate CBI probe into
the rape because the police
investigation currently under-
way has no crediblity eft with
either Bhanwari or WDP, Why,
for example,did the police take
Bhanwari's hushand Mohan to
the hospital at 10 pm on Octo-
ber 3 and take his semen sam.-
ple for testing? What are they
hoping to prove—that she just
had intercourse with her hus-

—

band and cried rapel? Surely
they should be tesing the rap-
istsnot the hushand!

@ Strict action against police
officials the Bassi" Primary
Health: Centre doctor, and the

Jaipur magistrate who have,

been negligent to the point of
being conspiratorial

Their larger goals are;
@ Policy level recognition of the
oceurrence of sexual violence
ageinst women working in

emand that the government and society
nce that they face, says Farah Nagyi

development programmes,

© Setting of special cells at the
state and district Jevel to deal
with ll cases of sexual violence.
@ The Saathins also discussed
the possiblty of seking collc-
tive punitive damages/compen-
sation as symbolic acknow-
ledgement of the risks they face
on & daily hasis, setting up of
government  guidelines  for
their protection, and the sett-
ing up of a collective welfare
fund for all women workers in

oa. 1y / 9
government programmes,

The next immediate stop in
this landmark campaign is on
October 22, exactly & month
from the day Bhanwari was

brutalised, On ths day WDP

and the Saathins have planned
& mammoth demonstration in
Jaipur to take Bhanwari's casg
fo the streets Groups from al
over the country have been calle
ed to descend upon Jaipur in
solidarity with the issue, And
how does Blcawari feel abos
all this?

She sat throughout the two--
day meeting grinly, firmy, Sh
is stared~the Gufjars ars
repeatedly threatening hoth
her and her hushd with vig-
lence—but is gettng tremend-
ous sirength and support from
ber fellow Saathins. She wans
Justice. - <

When the Saathins were talk-
ing about colleting bags of
gain for Bhanwari's family
who bave been completfy
ostracised by the village, she
quietly spoke up, “Don’t worry
about my stomach, just please
protect my body. [ am entrugts
ing youwithit" i

————
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- Gangrape of Bhanwari Baj
- Caste lobby trying
- to suppress facts,
say women’s groups

UNI
Jaipur

MEMBERS OF the National Com-
mission for Women (NCW; and
the Social Welfare Board said on
Sunday a powerful caste Inbby
was making all-out efforts to sup-

“press facts of the gangrape of
Bhanwari Bai, a woman activist
and a vocal crusader against
child marriage, in Bhateri village
in Jaipur district.

The team, which visited the vill-
age and met the Chief Minister on
Sunday, told newspersons that
Mr Bhairon Singh Shekhawat
had assured them that strict
action would be taken after com-
pletion of the CID inquiry.

Chairman of the Sociai Welfare
Board Amarjit Kaur said the atti-
tude of the police was highly con-
demnable as they were making
the -rape victim go from pillar-

. to-post in order to protect the
accused. She said they would not
give up their struggle till justice
was meted out to Bhanwari Bai
who was raped on September 22
in the presence ol her husband
ostensibly to take revenge for
stopping the marriage of a one-
vear-old child during Akha Teei

———— gy

this year.

Members «f the NCW Padma
Seth, Ganga Poti and Anne
Mathews also met senior police
and district administration offici-
als and representatives of vari-
ous women's organisations. Ms
Seth said the NCW would await
completion of the CID inquiry
before initiating any action on
the issue. M< Seth said mans
strongly-worded  reports  had
staried trickling down from the
police station and viilage elders
in Bhateri that Bhanwari Bai had
concocted baseless allegations of
rape.

Two paralisl’ positions have
since gained ground — one. basi-
cially questioning the authentici-
v of Bhanwari Bai's story and
the other. of vutrage at the violer.-
ce meted out to her. The former
has as its supporiers many
people from Bnateri village. caste
leaders. one MLA and a few poli-
ce functionaries

The rapists were also propagat-
ing that they have the prutection
ol a Union Minister, Ms Seth said.

She said all evidence proved
bevond any doubt that the victim,
women's development program-
me volunteer, was gangraped.
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Rape an oc

cupational hazard for Rajasthan Suathin

enplovee was suddenly bebeldresponsbleforiSheis - nashin's e, butnoone s - ntihe et a it el ge vows tatthey cannot e was threaened. But now the - hodays

IF A RURAL benking  attack wd bt smeone st vl decide  bow  secure poured more iﬁunéy'rer}and_v' young Rejasthanis take marria- - women raped by a farmer she thajpurallofwhirn!ookover

asauled i 2 vilage for

| spreading the cange of wsry koo that she can bold-the- old; the programme has creat-+ crunch. j
| against Jocel adition -what.- stterespanshleforherrape. e an unprecedented cadreof - Up:antl  fep veass ago the marmying /s  one-year-old

- would he genera)reaction be?:. - She.is alsc confused a5 40:: Women:; - workers . calledy saat)ﬁﬁ@iggd{{j_nm daughter. *
way of an omoa-

A nationwide strke by baking
employees demanding * egal
action and  compensetion,
trade unions screaming or pro-
tecion against occupational

hazards and a media shower- -

ing kudos on the employee and.
derision on the cantankerous
viliagers.

Butwhen a woman employee
in similer circumsiances gets
gang-raped for working again-
st -chld mariage in- 2

Rajsthan village, she has to -

spend mostof her tme infront
of hostle audiences swearing
the truth of her attack on her
yougson'shead.

Bhanweri Bai a saathin in &
siate run programme for
spreading  awareness  on
women's issues in the vilages .
has been taking on the risk of
betligerent vilagers without.
being either & permanent
government employee or know-
mg that her official work
expases her 10 & high ris of

to0 by proving herhonestyto ing ebout it Neary a decade ing bnder. seious resource  pronounce, Bhamwaricounsel. Gujar prde was at stake and* Bhanwart s an estonihingly

why her hushand Mohan Lal - saathing and. prachetes who
who was firstbeaten up by the  have,been organising women
gang of four Cujars and the  around crital awareaess and
local priest is more easly developmentissues. .
believed or bisaftack thanshe  The-soathin is the villge-
isfor ber gang-rape. level worker and is aways a

Meanwhle, news' reports. reeruit from ber own village.

¢ 4811
ante ! . But the polie b that day,
rium, For this small amoumt  unknovinto Bhanwari, weaton
these *women are  obviously * an offcial drive.to tot up some

. viorking for love and ot . success rateson the Chief Mini-

money, They have developed  ster'sorders. The police action
into highly independent wom- ~ incensed Ham Karan and the
en which doesn’t make them  Gujars predictably held Bban-

e ¥3 3

Jessom, 7

£ el m o indhe

‘illagerefues the tension caus-
od by Bhanwari's work against
child marriage. They don't
accuse her ofbeing a thugor 3
mafioso buta eformer.

Yet are they refusing to
believe her gang-rape especial

Asuathin’s gang-tapefor counseling against child marriage evokes it protesteven though

He those 2 Te Hindisin Wih litfl education she is
Times. are. more concerned usually selected for ber outs-

. about the suspect character of - poken and courageous-nature

& woman who can recount her”and her abilty to communicate
rape “in minute dezil”. Which with peapl.
in the ¢ase ofen assault against _ Her training is very exacling
& men would have simply  and radical—she must nlearn
strengthened hiscese. allthe village, ceste and gender
More impartantly, the future prejudices, The WDP's success
of an exemplary programme Wit the training has highlight-
like the Women's Development e it as, a pathbyeaking pro-
Programme (WDP) is &t stake - gramme in the county, in s0
and the ouioome of this case  much as the govermment has

* odds in & Gujer-dominated vil-

very popuar wir the power Wariresponsibl.
centres nfhe viages, Meanwhile, the ~ soathing

Bhanwari Bai s also a kun- have been for some time now
har by caste which worsens her  arguing against polie interven-
tion saying that it impedes their
work by instently creating
hostiity. They want to work
through persuasion and have
achieved fascinating resuls on
many issues.

Her work has never been
popular, A few years ago when
she took up the case of @

loge. Undeterred, she took o
the fight against child marriage
in her village after the slate
government asted WYDP to help
them curb this unlawfl but
flourishing practice.

This year & Akha Tet]
ywhich s the time of year vihen

, it'mightthrowthe_ivholeWomen’sDevelopmentProgrammeinjeopardy,writesJasjitPurewal

Iy when one of the accused is
Ram Karan himself. The police
of the area are also aware that

Bhanwari Bai wes facing aert

mony in the village because of
their actions but rather than
extending extra protection for
# [ellow state employee they
hase been Lhe most negligent,
Their delys and preverica-
tions destroyed crtical rapeevi-
dence because Bhanwari was
forced o go for &n examination

¢d Ram Karan Gujar against Bhanwari had to be taught a brave women because she bas

stll chosen 1o stay on o avill-
ge where her family nas now

“beon socially aod economicaly

bojcotted.  Meanwhile, the
Gujars are il on the prow! a8
n0arTess have been made and
they are openly flaunting their
political connections.

Bhenwari s silltaking risks

. VIEWPOIT |

no’ male employee would
dream of simply because she
hs been treined effectively to
stand her ground. And even
now there i no talk of the risk
saathin’s take nor the garing
circumstantial evidence of her
atlack:

Instzd, hercourage end pro-
fessionalism has been eclipsed
by the ‘semen’ stains which wil
decide whether she is even

credinle,

*
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ByGUAMUKHSINGH . 1k
. Friday, one cach was ‘picked up’
Ly BHATERI (JAIPUR), OCT 6. on Saturday and Sunday’, Sharan

# TOROM Bhater to Kumher, the says he gave himsell wp on

pattem s same: atrociics 00 Wednesday and Ram Karan says
| lower casts, police indifference he * came-back' on Tuesday, Their
& and the hushing up of the most versons don'tally withthe olce
4 heinous of crimes. version, *

" Bhavr B, 2 saatin (worker or By thanks to conscenceasing
partner) wih the govemment-un efforts by women social activist,
¢ Women's Development,Program the tate govemment has woken up
¢ me (WDP), was raped on Septem- (o the incident, It s rised in the

and awoctes on the poor 10 Mr Biron ingh Shekhaval who
g Bhaten. The police delased n i nitlly aid to have described
5 registering an FIR and gettng Ber e ciminal act 2 “only ane suc
: medicallyxamined on one PrEIeXt & cdent™ has ordered
v, or the other. iy
They are mum 00 ﬁhc me;h(:l '
cxaminaton repot. None Of *h¢ - [NCIDENT  Namaig the inci-
five aocused-Shravan Mahital, ey B say: L hd gone with
Badri, Ram Karan, Ram Sukb and. 1o by hnd Mohan to collet fod
Gayarsi — has been amested, —— Ger When he went 0 elese
“We have ‘rounded upfour x. himselfn the ncarbyfield, Mohan
cepl Badri and are interrogating had 2 tff with Sharvzn Maharal
hemto esabih whetber they Badn. Ram Sukh, Gayarasi and
: werein th vilage a the ime of Ram Keren sprang 1 Shanven's
w . the incident” says Mr Rajendar belp (because e is the villge
Joshi, DSP. . oriestand peaple hold bim in hgh
respect)  beat up my husband. On
The accued are said to have beanng i e, 1 shed 10 s
absconded on September 20, help. While Sharvan and Ram
%% Gayarsi Rem Karan and Shanvan Karan grappled with him. Ram
= - Mzhamj ey they wereeihernotin SUAh pinned me dowm. Then
% the village or away on the day of Gavarast and Badn raped me in
* the incident. - tums.”

DIFFERENT VERSIONS : ncidestally, it was the mamage
Inerestingly. whi the palice say of Rem Karan's cne-yearald

K}

e 3

Worten socil sctivsts &t 2 meetng 0 plan’demonstions 3gAist the rape of one ther
colleague st Bhater villge near Jaipw.—TC! photo by Gurmukh Singh

7 Noarrests yet in Rajasthan

‘that “wo were ‘rounded up“mr

ser 22 for opposing child mamiage stat assembly. The chief minister, - says

a CID in

rape case |

augher on Akt Teg (Vey 5) - Aoowding (0 Mr ChhitarSing,
which Bhabri had tried 10,89, A SHO, they could not befieve that it

few days before the maniagz se,
hal met, five accused - were above 5.

along with other saalhs,
Ram Karan nd pérsuadec him
ot marry the infant. Later, *hen
the police intervened, Ram Karan
suspected that Bhavei *had in-
formed the pofice.

“ Ram Karan threatened that
even if it meant waiting for 24
e will tzke his revenge,”
Bhavri, Women socizl ac-
tivists allege that the police even
refused 1o regter the FIR on
various pretexs.

FIR: Mrs Rasila Shamme. 3

caathin whose help Bhavn s:ught

1o register the case 2l the Bass
police sation, savs: <The DSP
asked why we did not fl the FIR
on the day of ‘incident? He also
asked ‘madam. do you know shat
is rape’ 1 0ld him emphatcally
“ves. Only then did e regse: the
FR”

Deaving this. Mr Joshi.- DSP.
says: “There was no dillydasing.
I just asked them why they were
Iate. They could have gone do
Jatwara which is only § km from
Bhuteri.”

Says Mr Ajit Singh. SP. Jaipar
rurek: “It did not seem to b2
clear-cut case of rape. Injunes were
not suggestive of . And we were
Jooking ar coroboration.”

. carthen wares. :

fcould be rape case as four out the

Women activists dispute this say-
ing that the accused are much
younger, vilh Badri being only 2
10 30 years old. L

MEDICAL CHECK-UP: After
the FIR, Bhavri was sent 1o the
Bassi public health centre for
medical check-up. Since there was
10 lady doctor she was sent 1o SMS,
hospital, Jaipur. But the doctors;
rfused {0 examine her wilout he
magistrate's orders. Bhavri went 0.
the magistrate at 8 pm. He.
shouted-at her for coming to his
house. She spent that night in the !
Mahila police station: Next day.
after the magistrate’s order
Bhavri was examined at § p.m.

“This elay was meant to destro
the evidence,” alleges a saathin
After 12 days. the repont of her
medical examination i yet .10
come. s

Even & Bhavms agony cor-
tinues.everyone in Bhuter 15 pour
ing-scom on her. She a5 e
ostracised. No one buys her

Cooped up inher adobe house.
Bhavn says: ™ My humiliation 1s
complete. | am ke 2 comse wail
mg to be cremated.” But o ose
believes her. '
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Raped by v1llagers. harassed by Govt

by Usha Rai

NEW DELHI

ATHINS. the grassroot work-

¢rs for women's development

in Rajacthen, have been
shocked not just by the rape of
Bhanari, their collezque who s
actively campeigning <ingt child
marriages, but by the maner in
which  woman of prosen integrty
i being treated 2 2 Tiar" by some
people in the admiisaton.

A comprehensive study, "Bhaten
case: backlash and proest’, by the
women' studiesurit of he Tt
of Development Studies. Jaipur.
presented 10 the National Commis-
sidn for Women on Tuesday. poirs

e

Bhanwiari, the socia sorker

out that agents of change [ike

sathins require personal wifidence,

high energy levels and 4 nurturing
support structure, Al thice hase
been seriously undermincd 10 the

rape st of Bhanwin

Kanchan Mathur . who has done
the report ith contdutions of
many researchers, sess the ghasll
inadent and the st e
velopments have cast ¢ hadow not
only on the sathins ar the women'
development progremme but 2l
on ll those doing reswoot work n
ICDS (Integrated Child Deselop-
ment Services) aid DWCRA (De-
velopment of Wortca 1 end Children
in Rural Areas).

“The plghtof Bhwan strongl
counters major fforts thal the -
partmen: of heaith  making 1o

invofve vil

laz

mumh manc. wmreu\ X x

ferulny contrl. populene protec-
100 Bgainst I)Svlt fn effect. it
s the chok ek for women by
mduung shat oo could e
gentothemif they dare goageinst

the aucepled wadeiondd norms dic

faied b} esablished nerests.” the
report Says.

The staius of the depertments of
women and chidren witin the fer-

7l ger administraie syiem has 70
* quffered a blo.

The report points 02t that strong-
iv-worded eports have oeen trick-
ling down from the thana (police
pst) end village elders in Bheteri
that Bhanwan had concocted @
heceless allegation. Tao parellel
p"(ili("b have ine galred ground-
ane guestioning the asenticiy of
Bhamwent’s sory and *22 olher of

© e —

qutzae 4 the volence meted outlo §
her

The report i graphic and fnght
enig o the dimension of the cise
op devehpment per se. Tracing the
enens 4t led v the repe of Bhan-
wari. b ol p:;:.’:’.) out that for the
Jist e vears she bid taken up
isues .70 10 land. water, publi
it e lcrcs, health
and pesment of minimum wages
famine clief »ork. On al these
istes she nud thic Support of men
and women 0f %er vilage.

Bhanwaris aienation in Bhaten
began secificely on the isse of
chld marmage Just before Akha
Teej. This year the stte govern-
ment had deced 10 abserv the |
fornight prececing Akha Teej san

P plald]

>
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Continued"from p 1 col §

anti-child marriage fortnight. The
Chief Secretary had witen to the
Cistrit ollectors 10 conduct cam-

peigns.

As agzins the soft fine 2pproach
of discussion 2nd persuzsion which
the WDP (Women's Developmedt
Programme) functionzries had been
taking -earlier. “stoppeze: of child
marriage became serious busines.
Bhanwari zlongith the pracheta

(block-level worker} and. project-

director of the district women's e-
velopment agency tried 10 persuade

opke pgainst child MMages.

Alongwith others. some influr-
tial Gujar families were planning
child marriages and were Insistent
on performing them. But when
Bhansari visited Ram Keran Gujer
of Bhateri and tried to convince him
101 10 zethis one-sear old daughter
married, <he met with a hostle and
aggressive feSponse. The Vidhayak
of the area also opposed Bhanwarl.
He felt that since 40 out of the 100
households in the village belonged
10 the Guiars. his supporting the
issue would have serious implice-
tions for hum. The [DS report savs
some of the families are financally
wel off and claim to have poltical
connections

In response 1o the appea of the

district collector,  fst of the prog-.

osed child mammages was prepered
! by allthe sethins in the district. The
list included the name of Rem
Karen Guiar and some Kumbar

familiesof the neighbouring ¥2E2-
The SDO 4 depaty superi¥ia-
dent of poli Sared taking hec™®
rounds of the wllages n their efior
1o prevent the Child marriages. THS
added 1o the tension.

On May § the two offices €¥€
came to Bhateri village to S1°P the
marriage of the year-old gil. The
father 1 a ward panch. As wih al
other mamiages in the &rc2. the
uate machinery only succeeded it
preventing the mamiage 0n Akha
Teej. The mamiage took place & 1
a.m. the next morning and 10 poice
action was taken against the famit.
Peaple in the village. howersr. OO
nected Bhenwan's efforts 10 0
vince them against child mamage
with police actios.

After the marmiage. e Gujat
community szid “Bhanwari must be
taught ‘2 lesson.” They
Bhanwari by cuiting 2 e
taking fodder from her field. She
aas socilly boscorted and the Gu-
iar communiy wes asked 5110 sell
milk to her family and notto buy the
carthen o0's made by Bhanwar a0d

ber husbend. Mohan, 2 ricksha®-  up

pullr in Jeipur. bad 10 St0p work
and be with Bhanwen . Badr Gu-
jar, the [DS report sass. even came
10 Bhanwari’s house and beat up
Mohan. When Bhanwari tged 10
imtervene znd peint out that Mohan
had notking to do with the sathin’s
work: thers was 2 sauffe in which
Bhanwar's hangles were broken. A
fow dass tater, the project director

fiorts  the

of DWDA was ao threatened by
Badri Gujar.  * 3a
A local MLA even admonished
e pracheta for trying 10 prevent
child miriages on Akha Tee] when
he visited Bgatcri on June 2 for the

‘Rajasya Abhiyan (reserue cam-

paign) in which 2 piece of land ¥26
given to Bhanwari. The woman
pointed out she was trying 15, €n-
force the law of the lend in letter
and spint and if the MLA bad o
faith in the law, fie as legilator
should try to change it. “The ex
change clearly revealed the ambivz
Jence of the politcal leadership 2n¢

. the consequent casuzlty at the mest

valnerablz Jevel.” the Teport s2ys.

Because of the hostile environ-
meat. the sathins, prachetas znd
others connected with the. WDP
viited Bhanwari 4t intervals. Cn
June 222 jajam or a public Galogue

harased on the issue was held at Bhaterl.
and However. the Gujar community

continued o be aggressive. The
village postmaster who had em-
Bhanwarl to menage 2 water

Kiosk at 2 shop that he owmed bad 0 P

ask her to quit after he was roughed
five persons.

But in the last two months Bha-
war was lulled into a false sénse of
<ecurity because of asurances given
by the Gujar communits. The villz-
gers began interacting with her acd
the 'WDP supporters reduced the
frequency- of their visis 0 her.

" O September 2 eveaing when
ghe and her hushand were working

on their field, Mohan went 1 f¢-
Jieve himself in the neighbosring
field. Five men - Ram Sukh Gujar,
Ram Karan Gujar, Badri Gujas (an
ancle of Ram Karan), Gyarsa Gujar
and Shravan Sharm - attacked him
with lathis, the report says Bhan-
wari, thinking he had bec bitza by
asnake , called back on heariag s
cry. Receiving 10 reply she £

1o the spot. Mohan was unconsciows

and held down by Shravan 2n¢ Rem
Karan Gujaar. Ram Sukh Gujar
caught hold of Bhanwari anc Badr
2nd Gyarsa took turms 10 1p¢ her.
the IDS report tates. T0 5:2p her
from screaming, her odhni ¥28 stuf-
fed into her mouth. Her locket né
caming were stipped anc tzken
away and she was threzteneé of dice
consequences if e spoke

-When Bhanwari and Moben
reached home they appealed 10 50
families who they considered thet
sompathisegs to heip e ‘A

- woman rebuffed her saving she bad

brought enough trouble te e vik-

lage and should seek the hepof the . 3
" fact that they planned to put up @

rogremme officials. Since the Jast
bu left the vilage at 4<% pn.
Bhanwari had to wait tll 2 follow-
ing moming o reach Patas. Ao

“ganied by Krishna, he saa het,

she went 1o Bassi. Krishna weet 08
to Jaipur to.mobiie Bely.
The prachetz 2nd Knshez e

wmed 10 Bassi at 1 pm. znd weat  repot
i “roy the confidence of the people iR

fo the police station tc cge 2
repon. For one hour the¥ het 10
argue with the police whe B
scapticsm 2bout the Inccect. Ul

— | | Raped by Vi.llagers, harassed by Govt

matgly’ the FIR was bodged and
Bhamwari was sent 10 the PHC at
Bassifor medical examination. The
mzkdodmatdwl’HCrdmdm _
conduct the examinztion. The 150
Jads doctors attached to the PHC
were not available. Bhanwari was
herefore tefermed 10 SMS hospita]
at Jaipar. 5
The DS report S
“gmificantly. it ¥z late? revealéd
that the reference chit by the PHC
doctor requested medical examina-
tion for confirming age of the vicum
rather than rape.” The medical jur- -
is-SMS bospital, refused 0 ot
{ict the medical examination it

On September 29 a meeting ¥
held at Bhateri by the NGOs 2nd
somen activists. Some 20

atended it. Bhenwari w&s isolated.
The anmde of the men and the

community leaders underscored e

mited froet and prove chat Bhas-
wari hed fabricated the whole
sory.” DS saws.
The Chief Miniter bas assured
hat the CID would cooduct the
mmwuhwmvﬂv:andefﬁacn
cthelDSnponsays'mcCID
+ woald either restore or G-

the goverament Jeperment 10
dadydemam!:rhcmfmm
the criminal.”
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BANWARI BAI, the 35-year-old
sucial worker who was gengrap-
ed on September 22 by upper
caste Gujar farmers of this Slecpy
villege in Bassi tehsil of Jaipur

district, is now facing 2 sociel

boycott.

She was raped and her hus-
band, Mohan L] (40), was seve-
resly beaten up by the farmers
for leading a crusade againg
child marriage and protesting
8geinsl atrocities on women,
Bhanwari Bai, who belongs 1o the
kumhar *caste (potters), is 2
saathin “working for the sucia!
welfare department of the State
Government Bhanwari Bzi has
Wwosons anda daughter.

The villagers have stopped buy-
ing anything from the family

sawa plle of unsold pitchers puisl-
de her house,

Neither is the family zllowed to
buy thelr dally requirements

from the vilage shops. Thankful- {736 ks

ly.- they produce enough
foodgrain to stay alive. There are
four kumhar househlds in the

village. All the kumhars are relat-

edto Madan Lal.

Bhateri has 2 population of
2,000 but there is hardly anybo-
dy to be seen. A complete silence
descends upon a visitor a5 he
enters this village which is locat-
ed 55 km from Jaipur.

The village has & middle school
with a strength of 337 students,
anAyurved dispensaryenda pan-
chayt ghar, apartfroma big pond.

This is the setting of the shock-
ing incident that occurred lest
month. What has heightened the

4 Uregedy is the fact that none of

the villagers regrets the incident
& Nor does anyorie have any sympa-
4 thy for the victim of upper caste
1 oppression.

Most of the villagers this
reporter spoke 10 admit that
Mohan Lal was beaten up, but
the do not believe that Bhanwari
Bai was raped. To the oontrary,
they aocuse hold Bhanwari Baj
responsible for “tamishing the

“She is responsible for chopping
off our noses,” says on of the,
Bhanwari Bai attributes this
hestility to the fact that the cul-
prits belong 1o the powerful
§ Gujers who are now being sup-
A1 ported by other upper castes
{  Bhenwari Bai, who is vet to
recover from the humiliation 1o
which she was subjected. parrat-
ed how she eamed the wrath of
the villagers.

VICTIM OF SOCIETY: Banwari Bai

reputation” of the entire village, Th

Guiars gang up to boyeott raped woman s fumily

“I met Ram Karan Gujar (one
of the men ascused of T2ping fier)
a fortaight before Akha Teej ang
pleaded with him not 1y marry off
his one-year-old daughter... On
the day of the child's Marmizg:,
the police intervened. He held me
responsible for this, although |
told him that I had not informeg
the polie... they came because -
the Chief Minister ha isted zn i
appeal against child TLarTiage
¢ admiristration was organis-
ing & fortnight-long campaign 1y
educate the villagers and mobl;
se public opinion against this e+ i
pratice. Becauss. the adminisra- |
tion was viglant, the district
authorites sent in the palice on
learning that 2 child marczige
was going totake place...”

She ran into trouble once
earler when, four years ago she . _
complained to the sarpnch

See Gujjars Page 4




| ——Guuars boycott raped woman's family,

From Page1.

about 2 woman being raped and
how. some farmers had tried to
rape another woman,

Narrating the sequence of
evenls on Septembor 22, Bhan-
warl Bal says: “[ bad gone to the
fleld along with my husband to
collect fodder for our hun’alo
around six pm. /

Aftor & while, my husbnnd
who had gone to relleve himself,
was suddenly attackod by five
men—Ram Karan Gujar, Badri
Gujar, Ram Sukh Gujar, Shrawan
Brahmin  and Gynrsl—-ermed
with lathis.” .

On hearing her husband's
screams, she rushed to the spot
where she found the men beating
Mohan Lal. On seeing Bhanwari
Bal, Badri Gujer, Ram Sukh
Gujar and Gyarsi pounced upon
her as Ram Karan Gujar and
Shrawan held her hushand. Ram
Sukh Gujar removed_ her gold
necklace and silver earrings and
then pinned her down as Badri
Gujar and Gyarst raped her in
turns.

She could not go tanssi police
station the same night to report
the Incident because it was at dist-
ance of 20 km and there was no
transport available at that time.
According to her,-she boarded
the seven am bus on September
23 elong with her husband. That
is why the report with the police
;vas lodged at 2.30 pm on that

ay.

The Bassi police, she says, sent

“herfors medlcal axamlmﬁon to

Mohan Lal
the primary health centre. But
there was no lady doctor to exa-
mine her.

She was, therefore, sent to SMS
Hospital in Jaipur where the
medical jurist refused to perform

" the examination in the absence

of 2 court order.

The police then took her to the
munsif magistrate, Bassi, at his
base camp in Jaipur. But he refus-
ed to pass any order that night
The magistrate had even object-
ed to her being brought to his
house at night. Later, she was
lodged at the Mahila Police Su-
tion for the night.

On the morning of September
24, the police produced Bhanwe-
i Bai befare the magistrate at 10
am, but he passed his order
around five pm. The medical exa-

Women ac rm h on Tesday

mination finally took place at
nine pm in the hospital.

Seven days after she was exa-
mined, the police is yet to receive
the medical report on whether or
notshe wasraped. |

But ahthough the report has not
vet beers submitted, the police is
inclined towards dishelieving
Bhanwari Bai and has charged
her with no: reporting the inci-
dentin time.

“There is the Jatwara police
post at 2 distance of five km from
Bhateri village. She could have
easily reported the matter there.
Why did she wait till the next mor-
ring to lodge the FIR?" says a
police officer.

The poiice has not arrested
anybody so far, bt has taken
intc custody two of the

Gopal Sunger
acoused—Shravan Brahmin, pri-
est of the village temple, and Ram
Karan Gujar—{or inter1 oggtion.

Bhanwari Bai, however, is not
entirely alone. She may not have
any sympathiser in the village,
but the incident has triggered a
storm of protest in the State
capital.

Two officiels—Mrs Anjna Bhu-

. shan, director of the Child and

Women Department of the State
Government, and Mrs Venu
Gupta, additional director of the

- Women Development Program- *

me—visited the village to console
her. They also met senior officials
of the administration and police
officers. On Tuesday, women acti-
vists stormed the village to
express their solidarity - with
mawarl Bai.

Theyorgmhedapubﬂcm
Ing which was also addressed by’
Mr K L Meena, MLA, and an ex-
sarpanch, Both of them said that

. they would see to it that the cul-

prits are punished if rape had
indeed been committed.

CID probe into:
_ gangrape

THE CID Crime Branch will
look into the Bhatar{ gangra-

Bai, a Saathin working
ment Programme for the

assaulted on September 22
and her husband Mohan Lal
was beaten up.

The case has been referr-

plaint was made by the
Woman Development Pro-

the part of the administra-
tion in its ivestigation. Ano-
ther factor is the attempt by
villagers to save the culprits
wbobelongtothedominam
Gujar caste.

The “slzckness” can be
seen from’ the fact that
Mohanlal was sent for an X-
ray examination only on
Wednesday and_that there

mnmedicaleummﬁono!
Bhanwn'lw :

pe case in which Bhanwari ||.
under the Woran Develop- ||

Rajasthan Government, was ||.

ed to the CID after a com- ||}

gramme for slackness on ||

was considerable delay in }i*

theea
od.2 .



