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women’s and other groups in Delhi have already launched protest actions and

resistance campaign. We in Waest Bengal have met under the platfornm  of
(Health Rights Committee) and started a

“Janaswasthhya Adhikar Committee”

resistance campaign.
Net-en is a synthetic progestin that mimics natural female sex hormone progesterone
AnAd given in high-dose injoction evers vo monthe prevants conoeplion by dismipmting
the natural physiological mechanism by ways not yet fully determined. In  vearioss
trials it swas found 1o cause side effects in unaccepta hizh percentages of so-called
volunteers and the numbers of dropours were afso vewy high. It_may cause:

sericus menstrual disturbances ranging 7froin licary ol prrolonped bleadings o

total stoppage. Infertility may resuit,
thickening of blood vessels and cardiovascular disecases,

-

- development of blood clot ar unexpected sites resulting in damage to heart, lungs,
brain etc.. . - B

- loss of bone density increasing risk of fracture,

= weight gain or even foss of weight, &

* increased risk of cancer, 3 T :

¢ deformity of the foetus in the womb... .

Natural sex hommones perform certain  other very important  functions e.g.
progesterone plays a part in the development of heaithy nerve cells and in brain and
thyroid functions. The synthetic Net-en .ig"unable 10 perform such jobs. The point is-
no worthwhile rescarch has yet-b2en muade to look for serious adverse effects of Net-
en in the other body systems.

Further Net-en is not suitable for mass use. In order to determine suitability, one
needs the service of no less a person than a doc
and lab examinations to tind cut that the woman ‘is not pregnant, has normal bi-phasic
cycles, is not vulnerable to the risks of breast cancer, genital cancer, thrombo-embolic
disorders, 'i:'ardio\/as:nllar disease, diabetes, irregular menstruation, liver dysfunction
cte. thus sclecting the suitable woman the doctor will have to explain patiently in
understandable janguage to her the mechanism of action, all possible side-effects and
complications for which proper treatment ought to be assured -in the course of

obtaining informed consent of the user. Thereafter, the dogctor is to perform ail such

-

tor who is capable of handling physical”



more accustomed to treat
is why there is a serious

Though hormone injectables arc endowed with being safe, cheap, casy to use etc. by
the mulitinationals and the Govt. these are not yet popular in their countries of origin
even after few decades of their invention. In Euro-America it is given mainl)f to
mentally handicapped persons. prisoners, third world immigrants etc. At preseng, it is
the costliest among contraceptives. Unlike other contraceptives women cannot get rid
of it in case of complications, The countries/societies who achieved success in
controlling their population  size never needed or emploved injectable honmones.
Though the last national population policy declures the commitment of the Govt,
towardg ‘voluntary and informed chojce’ and ‘target-fres approach’, this project -is
meant tor violation of the commitment. ‘ ) - :

Frankly our patriarchal Govt. is afraid to promote contraceptive for male use and is
aleo not sericus about peoviding COMIHCEDUVES 10 Poor women. Qur women actually
need and seck contraceptives as they sufter tremendously from the misery of repeated

nregnancies and fearing of uhxldrgn_ Alrcady l]lca{q injeciable contraceptives are

smuggled from nclghbotn'mg coun.tr.les ffnd rural Wogden are taking it from quacks at a

cost of Rs.-'300/- 10 Rs.500/- per injection. False Plopaganda‘fre rampant e.g. it can

cause abortion or year-long infertility etc. Now thegNPP admits that the unimet need of
contraceptives is 28%. The visible and. declared eagerness of the Govt. behind this-
project is due to the pressure of the multinationals. Thase Countries who are abla to

exercise their independence have resisted the pressure from the multinationals, but our

Govt. has succumbed. That is why. not only hazardous contraceptives but various

discriminatory, punitive ‘and anti-democratic measures g, denyiug ration cards,

education in Gowvt. schools, Govt. jobs, various other welfare entitlements etc. are

being imposed by various state Gowvt. ~—

It is necessary that the facts surrounding -this Project be propagated to all scctions of
people including doctors and health workers. Protest actions are launched at every
comer. Concerned persons and organizations are requested to send protest Jeters to

the Prime Minister and the Fealth Minister of India.

fssucd &y Keya Chakraborpy on behall of Jananwesihya Adhifar Cuamsnitries, C/O. Dig defion
Forum, W.B., 104 Parsi Hagan L.ane, Kolthata — 700 009, Phone: (+91-33) 354-2¢ 72, ¢ ’




