
the struggle in chengara 

L 
The year old Chengara struggle i s  a movement 
by landless Dalits, Adivasis and other marginalised 
peoples for land in the southern plantation belt 
of Pathanamthitta, Kerala. It i s  a fight to rnaKe - 
the Government fulfil its promise. To this end, 
about 5000 families totalling around 30,000 people 
from different parts of the region have moved 
on to the Harrison Malayalam F'rivate Ltd estate. 
The tease of Harrison Malayalam Ltd expired in 
1985 and no rents have been paid to the State 
exchequer since. The struggle i s  also against 
illegal encroachment by a corporation. 

The Chengara Land struggle exposes the 
inadequacies of land reforms in Kerala that were 
effected in 197b. The three main inadequacies 

~f the ,. --3s are: Onc, ,p plantations were untouched, and that meant that the landlessness of 
the plantation workers was overlooked. Two, the refonns on rice fields and garden lands transferred 
land to intermediate and small tenants but excluded landless labourers belonging mostly to socially 
disadvantaged castes and communities. Three, the amount of land redistributed was very small. In 
fact the 25,000 hectares with Harrison Malayalam Ltd i s  larger than the total land distributed in the 
whole of Keralal Furthermore, the Chengara struggle demonstrates that identities of caste and tribe 
are as important as class is. 

The CPI (M), currently in power in Kerala and the state machinery have come down heavily on the 
protesters. They have been brutally beaten, women raped and assaulted, and food and supplies 
have been prevented from reaching the people by CPI (M) cadre who surrounded the area. 

At the end of August this year, Trade Unions such as CITU, INTUC, AITUC, BMS, UTUC, KTUC planned 
to come together to "liberate" Chengara estate. Protests all over the country and petitions to 
government and party officials worked to prevent them from reaching Chengara. In Delhi, Saheli, 
along with a number of groups, came together to organise a protest outside Kerala House. The 
memorandum presented to the National Commission of Women in this regard is reproduced below. 
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