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KOCH, JAN. 20, A Divislon Bench
of the Kerala High Court today

acquitted all except the prime

gccused. In
scandal case.
! .Thou

the Suryanelll'sex
L

and Justlce K. Basant set aside

ﬂil'e imprisonment' awarded to,
A

e accused, S.5. Dhar-
marajan,” on charges of gang
rape and kidnapplng. it Im-
posed five years dgorous im-
prisonment on him on other

- counts.* . . wid
In its final Judgment on the
appeals filed by the accused, the
Bench said that the prime ac-
cused was not entitled to any
lenlency, taking Into accourt
the nature of offences and the

victim’s plight. *

The Suryanelll case relates to
the abduction and. sexual as--
. sault of a minor by several men
in a span of 40 days in 1996. The

S5 wth -+ cluding the prime accused who
the Benth compris-’
ing Justice KA. Abdul Gafoor:
" places in the State. The girl was |

"absconding during

J.Iillﬂ's" Pt sty

16-year-old schoolgirl from Su-
anelll In Idukkl district was
enticed, abducted and sexually .
exploited by a bus conductor on
January 16, 1996, She was later
. handed over to two others, in-

was'a lawyer. The duo present-* p
' ed her to several men, Including (sellin
prominent persons, at various

released on February 26 by her

abductors. placc)_
The Bench noted that the charges like gang rape kidnap-
= uﬂ'erlf.:es Speclal Court had found him Pping and conspiracy beyond
In Septeriber 6, 2000, the gullty of these offences, but did reasonable doubt. 1t found that
Special Coont sentenced the 35 1o award any separaie sen- although the victim had ample
accused to rigorous imprison  tences to him on these counts. opportunity to escape from the
custody of the accused, she had

ment for varying terms, The first
accused, conductor Raju, and
the sccond accused, Usha, were
sentenced to 13 years' rigorous
imprisonment with fine, and an
additional jail term of four years
on different counts. The key ac-
cused, S.S. Dharmarajan, was
the first

hase of the trial. He was later

rently.

cused ha

thapuram - 635 035, Kerala, Phone : 0471-2462251, e-mail -

awarded him life imprisonment
In July 13, 2002.

The Bench sentenced the
prime accused to five years' rig-
orous imprisonment

osed on him a fine of Rs,
for two offences
unishable undcr Scctions arn.
a minor for the purpos¢
of prnsﬁtutlon} and 366A (pro-
inor girl and induc-

25,000 each

curing a m
ing her to Bo

The sentences awarded by the.
High Court would run concur-

The Bench ordered that when
the fine was realised, it should
be given to the victim. It also
ordered that since the prime ac-
d already served 2
years and 92
need to undergo only the re-

 prosecutiqn case was that the . arrested. And the Special Court
- 20/ijos b M3REME] e

Sl gy ol i
Jit"-:" wip e W
- w1,

L N 3.
3 Eeit T T

2 coluamd

K adype .I:‘-‘.m_.w- e s 5

., 90l 360819800 Ulg) MOOE) a2

5 p

m mi@d suencdauiae @i a’t.lasomn'mm
fUjs  @Y1OHQIEMRICAIIBENe (NJUSIGEIDS]

, mgs mangﬂnfamg‘lnﬁogmfnnmumas
@il apeomy. > oM -

17 danded Al unmymaiaydemilwoalsl sy, :
| 8l agpag mysojs. memood aoimutlan all ngMom3 WdamEIRM ngm

.

mmdg)shoba
_'31 mmo WoNs,
@vioa

|

‘W".f‘mm STUMDy ayeid

-z 6nIel

aoglallagim aga

of.  ©amd@giwes Tuanme gpoRI0y
(MO0 () O7) 00 ELRRGBTV0) dhife ol
@O} Al eylasnd @B endallayon
e mar smglalendcd semlwaial o
pIm@eqseuT alalaued el alo
O, §0D TVIAN AIBKTITD ()TN0 LR
@OTIABO AR ols CA0SO MTBa]

@l ensnd

Wig) aaagws oy o srasailafluledag@] @3l sl alloww@IHs SALDL
if:i:}%:ﬂqm nele e aqin amlasdn ajpideol $ognamIT mr“mgi
nﬁi-:g&amﬁmm' mqfln o d. sy w6 pasmd@glwes aovlalicd erilord”
P uscﬂgﬁ ANeaadenieml alvneas® emgloas;flel aubaits Alaoem GI5m]
o) oyt qmmmmf mywmoyg paRl12a@ 6a19a) HAIRPLYI
o] ymad aflufl asowand eysedieet. am eaoviaicd oot ganane

wAImEIKRN Modalw
omglojomesm

allsch Wm;::mm ;ﬂgﬁ'ﬂgﬂ mn;n T OnanaenIsoil al0som},. WwAEIR &1
my, eeelg 4.16 uen omof m;;'cm;. n.gg zla:::nmz-rm s i

40 82ge dlume ROPUTIM SN all0

- mgiagate allo

et :2?:”@ ;dcgwouﬂq[nﬂ @mye 5000-comog. alaciadiod aj0. WIY
el Ly e S e

s, . .30 noe 6. (ol
om N s & 05 allslaiod oo wﬁlg&‘us;c%a:;%
I 5 _ osda)g] @Inmany LDl Mmsamiaigl
DWW Heterd 'mﬁi oM aasail aysmElends]. mudan alniEmce
v o iudlennoullapad pallacs pamdagloyes
™ mmmmoemmIsiaislooeT aeelilasuy ).

WMo OWIM

sakhi@md2.vsnl.netin

itted in Suryanelli case

maining years of the sentence.
The Special Court had found
all the accused guilty of offences

punishable under Sectlons
(rape), 376(8) (gang rape)

and Im-
(kidnapping),

(procuring minor girl), an
B (conspiracy)
nal Code.

from place 10

not attempted to do so.

conclusion tha

there was absence

the sentence awarde

days in jail, he
Special Court to
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" The Divislon Bench came 10
‘the conclusion that the prose-
cution had failed to prove

The court also came to the
t the prosccution

had not been able to prove that
of consent

on the part of the victim.
The court, therefore, set aside

the 35 accused,

376
363

365 (abduction

rand confining persan), 366(a)
d 120
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otaged.by

Janardana Kurup: Damodaran

' Express News Service

Koch.l. lan 21:|Pom1emdv'- '

ocate-General MX. Dam-
odaran has alleged that if
anyone had sabotaged the
"Suryanelll case during inv-
estigation, it was Janard-
ana Xurup (then Special
‘Prosecutor) and no one
else_since he alone had
‘complete control and sup-
.ervision over the investig-
‘ation {nto the case as Spe-
cial Prosecutor.

‘In @ statement issued
here on Friday, Damoda-
ran said Janardana Kurup
supervised. and ~ advised
the " investigating team
1. zight from August 1996 till

i-‘h‘ filing of the chargesh-

‘eetincourt. - .
' He " sald - Janardana

‘Kurup had gone overbo- .
ard with his “false allegati- .

- ons'.about his involvem-
'ent In the Suryanelll case
“along with the office of the
*| Chief Minister,
_The Suryanelli sex sca-
‘ndal.was detected during
: the ‘earller UDF regime
and the Investigatlon was
already’ under way when
the Nayanar Government

ely “thereafter In August
1996, ijanardana Kurup

came to power. Immediat-’

was appointed Special
Prosecutor for the case
and he "supervised” the

. Investigation rightiup to
‘commencement of the

trial.

" “I was not consulted by
the government in the Sur-
yanelll case except on two
occasions. The first time
was - when Janardana
Kurup asked for a fee of Rs
2.5 lakh for prosecuting

“the case and the second

time when Janardana
Kurup gave two conflict-
ing - opinions within a

* space of 15 days about the
_involvement of Pl

Kurlen, MP, in the case as

‘an accused. 1 approved

the entire fee claimed by

' Janardana Kurup. At the

point of time I was consu-
lted, the materials uneart-

‘hed in the investigation
~did not warrant arralgn-
_ing PJ. Kurlen,” Damoda-

ransald. .
"“Kurup is speaking
utter falsehood when he

“says that he resigned {rom

.the post of Speclal Prosec-
utor owing to interference
.from me and the office of
the Chlef Minister, .The
‘truth Is that some of the
gccused upon discovering
that Janardana Kurup had

. erview about

advised the victim of the
case before being appoin-
ted Special Prosecutor,
and had made public stat-
ement about the merits of
the case, moved the High
Court seeking his
removal. I appeared for
the state to save Kurup's
position as Special Prosec-
utor. In open court, the
Division Bench of the
High Court expressed the
opinion that the court
would be compelled to
remove Kurup and pass
strictures against him. Jan-
ardana Kurup resigned to
avoid the High Court pass-
ing strictures . against

“It Is alsa..‘_su.rpii_slng
that Janardana: Kurup,
who was not present in
court during the hearing
of the appeal or. during
the pronouncement of
the judgment, gave an Int-
the case
immediately on coming
(o know about the acquit-
tal of all the accused exc-
eptone. Kurup Is only cov
ering up In advance his,
lapses as a Speclal Prosec-
utor, by blaming me and

the Chief Minister's
Office,” the statement
added.

——

Probe sought into CPM role

\l{a'n_r;ﬁf: Jan 21: BIP leader and former Fr
unlor’minister O, Rajagopal has deman-

NIG

i'da';f:-the BIP leader said that the only
int of dispute was whether Opposition

v [ = N o
a eed adetalled Jnvestigation Into the Inter-, - Eeader V.S. Achuthanandan had any role
en |5 .

tionsof the CPM
-in the'X

" during'the previous '

“party

ozhikode ice:
¥cream ';arlou?f cac;:‘- ice cream

LDF rule to protect P.K Kunhalikutty, in  bring outt
‘the wake of the revelations made by the
-.“ICPM_. leaders themselves at the recently
{-concluded district conferences of the

i ‘_ \
Addressing § news conference here on

parlour case

in the decision of the
CPM to protect Kunh-
alikutty. Only a detai-
led investigation will

he truth, he said.
Rajagopal also demanded an inquiry
‘into the revelation made by Janardana
Kurup In the Sooryanelli case on the inter-
ference of the Chief Minister's Office, dur-
ing the previous LDF rule«ENS
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ZSuryanelli case: court reverses Sel

A
gﬁ w By Our Siafl Reporter
phr TR
*" KOCHI, JAN.9. A Division Bench that she
reversed  the convicton &nd on the

| the.Suryanelll sex scandal case
% by-the Kottayam Special Court

"Jdndpping and conspiracy.
" The Bench comprising’ Jus- napping

ploited by the others.

to prove the

I

? f B Hivdy

the gang rape of a schoolgirl the victim should be
from ldukki. The charge Wwas weight. However, cout
: : had been lured by one the accused contended that the
.of the Kerala High Court today of the accused, 8 bus worker, victim had not made any at-
_ promise of marrying tempt to cscape though she
* sentence of the 35 accused in her, and was later sexually ex- had been to many places with
the accused for 40 days. They
. The Bench was of the view contended that they had sexual
* for. offences of 13pe, Eang rape, that the prosecution had failed relations with the girl wi
charges of kid- consent. Thercfore, the charges
Syt of rape and other offences
Vtice K:A. Abdul Gafoor ancJus- ~ conspiracy beyond reasonable could mot be made aga

rape, gang rape an

,.tice:. R» DBasant made nthe doubt. According to the prose- them.

.observation while partially pro- cution, she had been confined
» nouncing the judgment on the and sexually exploited by the ' the girl had not made any at-
appeals filed by the accused. accused for 40 days from Feb- tempt to escape from the cus-
1996.' tody of the accused. This was
blic Prosecutor had “teo unusual conduct” on the

ue tomorrow. The court is yet submitted that the apprecia- part of the girl. The court
‘to prondunce its judgment on tion of the evidence should be referred to the prosecution
! other charges levelled against made on a different footing

The court began dictating the ruary 25,
The Pu

judgment today. It will contin-

- the accused., The case relates to and that

LY - muianmed
flaf) @Ral&S,00
-, \ nqy.mmnmo.nmnﬁnmnﬁ-
dlm;mmmni;m.: moyegemed |
amsﬂumamﬂnummﬂmﬁ (]
am}& G0SOI uealg) 36 &

QN@es U e Dee Pl

% SnancendsEil’
ooty el u;naiﬁs;nﬂ@:ﬂmwn alfl
ufl masiacho U2 QI (B
ANDADNRGEE TRASSHD

' mow’ mufiioaasst malea

208 .g;m.g,@.;mm cunbam?
oilmd SIS ondais!
| anCods @OOHMITY mujpoafio
e RJITT VOANAIT ol

| el ea o0l £l gomiIce !

i gmmm._;:.;g«g.m;ms\g a0
5 m:nrﬂqjld:mnhm@mmunﬁ
W gy,

d mmmaa,gglmi‘mamsmsam.

"1 aloymy, RO wdlafie) oD
| cmye 0RO amonduoe aflad
i R@odm onuemdn)g)
ong o1eng1e0aam @
i emlengpm: .

ofiquano@e ayBEURIDIEID

Qioyes oSBT oD aaaem
32:05@7@0a @ gf)e I8 ¥

< (0 @ 0B &gl gyymyeurd] &iQ
noglabtoss’ ReaHgSIMO

i qv;nmom;m;rmmf a0 ceaus

+ ap3aend. il lofioan

i l gow b alluiinsaminn wam
3 200 Jocaws pREDIH®
| speayuoad ¥ jrund omjaal sy
.| g @13MISUEENHED
an;..m:mmna..um%mm
mllay

' mm el ety aailgs -

gronng. omsrﬁmamﬂm. anld |

;msmmm | ahro:

afluflasmglaan i
 -aedl

,wﬂm;mmnmu;m-:' f W;mammejl
T i@ ey aa@spsail &
msomio afalaydenals aflwa
faymow alull A IIUeTT ayd
EMAITLe Eogladlaed aend 36
o ae @, SUOe cwlsyd
S moned@edwt @6 '

om @@’ i aslenys i

antemd@sg! amlenmdedels @
&ueRSIM wdalopim® an
mua@mﬂamg.’ sgnafuymeriia
e’ mgsrﬁnmnmsnf ad»250 nd
@
n@fﬂluﬂ nJ;mme'lcwauﬂmg.b
aw? ummbcmasm’\mﬂm‘b 0 0J0B)e
Qalgee®d am@;mm"mf aqy

-~

The court pointed out that

| case that she had heen taken to
the evidence given by two hospitals on different oc-

sakhi@md2.vsnl.netin

casions. Even then, she had not”
disclosed  her predicament Lo
the doctors and nurses in the
hospital. 1t was 100 unbellev-
able, the court sald. Besides, a
girl wha was being rape
would not reveal her identity ta
the rapists. The prosecution

failed to prove that there had

been abscnce of consent on
the part of the girl. Besldes,
there was no evidence 10 prove
the charge of gang rape, con-
spiracy, and kidnapping.

The special court constituted
for the trial of the Suryanelli
case had sentenced 35 accused
to rigorous imprisonment, var-
ying from 25 ycars to four
years, and imposed fine on
them varying from Rs. 25,000
to Rs.10,000. e
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5—year RIfor Dharmara] an;

E:r.rniss Nlaws Sevice

Kochi,. ., - Jan 20: hcepl
* Dharmarajan, all the other 35 accu- -
sed in the Suryanelll sex stdndal~
case were acquitted by a' Division ~
Bench of the Kerala High Court on
Thursday, giving.them the benefit
of doubt. The allegatlons against
the accused were onsplracy, rape,
gang rape, kidnapping,. wrongful
confinement, selling or letling to
hire for prostitution of a minor bel-
onging to Suryanelll in Idukki distr-
ict by a large number of persons at
dlfferent places over a perlod of 40
days. The court held that the prose-
cutlon had falled to prove the guilt

" agalnst the accused,
Dharmarajan, who is the prime

accused In the case, was [found

guilty of offences under section 372

(selling or letting to hire or otherw-
ise disposing of a minor below the
age of 18 for prostitution, illicit Inte-
rcourse and for other unlawful and

SURYANELLi

i A i

Immoral purposes) and section
366A (inducing a minor girl under
18, lo go from any place knowing
that she is likely to be forced or sed-
uced to illicit intercourse with anol-
her person).

The court sentenced him to und-

. nce of 'mprisonm-

" ted tf, run - yncurr- |

2l 1o NG

e1go Iigorous impr- uld undergo simpie

isonment  for imprisonment  for
years and to pay a one year more,

fine of Rs 25,000 for | ‘The court held
each of that rape could not

oﬂ'eqce. The sente- & : ;
; was a consenting
entki een direc- party to the sexual
ently and, Yile per-
iod 1urlng, which
he hid beon in Jail-
two years and 92
days. Is directed to
be set off. So he
needs 1o be in Jall
anly for less than three years,
The fine, Rs 50,000, il recovered
should be paid to the victim girl, If
the fineis not paid, the accused sho-

had crossed the age
of 16, she was capa-
ble of giving cons-
ent,

The court also
turned down the all-
egation of kidnapp-
ing and wrongful confinement as
there was evidenee that no physical
'restraint had been put on her and
5 she was not confined to any

be -alleged as she’

intercourse. As she .

55 others acquittec

house or other places. It was ¢
noled that she had nol made :
\aftempt to escape from her abd
“tors.and rapists even Lhough
had ample opportuniies at dif
‘ent placus and on different acc
ons. The court also ruled out L‘r
egation of gangrape. .

The court also expresse. "rdj
leasure over the way the m¢” iy 1
orted the poceedings of the &
Even though the court on Wedr
day had pronounced only hall
thg judgment in the open co
snrrle reported that the court rer
sed the sentence .in the case.
court, therefore, asked the P
Couricil of India to frame guid
nes for reporting o
pi -eedings.: > Seealsol

7 oftfes
/uzrjf‘:melli

|verdict today

Kochl, Jan 19: A Division Be-
‘nch of the Kerala High Court
on Wednesday commenced
dictalion of judgment in 30
[ | appeals filed by 36 accused
who had been convicted in
Suryanelli sex scandal case.

The final verdict will be pro-

AU

nounced on Thursday.

The case relates 1o the
rape of a minor girl hailing
Imeuryanc'mmlduHu dis-
trict by a large number of
persons at different places

over a period of 40 days. The
offences included conspira-
cy, rape, gang rape, kidnap-
ping, wrongful conlinem-

_ |, | ent, selling or letting to hire

aminor girl for prostitution.
The court held that the
prosecution had miserably
failed 1o prove conspiracy.
Regarding the allegation of |
rape, the court said it could
not be said that there was no
consent [rom her parts ENS

-




